Dear friends,

 

This summer has witnessed a spate of violence around NREGA in Jharkhand - including the murder of Lalit Mehta in Palamu on 14 May,  the murder of Comrade Kameshwar Yadav in Giridih on 7 June and the tragic suicide of Tapas Soren who immolated himself in Hazaribag on 2 July and died on 8 July. These events raise troubling questions about the environment in which NREGA is being implemented and how to respond to this crisis.  Further details of these events can be found in the links below and the attached documents. 

 

 

1. Lalit Mehta's murder in Palamu (14 May)
 

Mihir Shah, The Real Radicalism of NREGA, The Hindu, 22 May, 2008. http://www.hindu.com/2008/05/22/stories/2008052253871000.htm
 

Shobhita 

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main39.asp?filename=cr070608tokillamobird.asp


http://www.tehelka.com/story_main39.asp?filename=cr070608themurdernotsucceded.asp 

 

Police: highway robbers killed Lalit Mehta 
http://in.news.yahoo.com/48/20080701/804/tnl-police-highway-robbers-killed-lalit.html
 

 

2. Kameshwar Yadav's murder in Giridih (7 June)
 

See attached documents

 

3. Tapas Soren commits suicide 
 

Link to the video of Tapas Soren

http://youtube.com/watch?v=thhLuJSc11E&feature=related
 

Pass on, Bir Tappas

(Poem by Xavier Dias)

 

My cries were drowned

By the voices of greed

Justice denied

My people must be freed

 

Left with one only path

But to lay me down

Left with one only way

Painfully to set my soul aflame

 

My people take my fire

Deep into thy hearts

And let it burn, till

Greed falls apart. 

 

http://www.igovernment.in/site/NREGA-is-a-deadly-scheme-in-Jharkhand/
http://www.thehindu.com/2008/07/09/stories/2008070951450300.htm
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1080709/jsp/jharkhand/story_9524068.jsp
 

 

