Dear friends,

Various grassroots organizations have been mobilizing and monitoring the implementation of the NREGA. This update includes a report from one such exercise organized by NACDOR (MP) and announcements of three more events –in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.
1. Gujarat RTF and NREGA Campaign (5 November to 5 December)
2. Bulletin 1: NACDOR MP Rozgar Adhikar Yatra (16-31 October, 2006)
3. Social Audit of NREGA in Hardoi District of U.P. (25 Nov to 2 December, 2006)
4. State Convention on Right to Food & Work, West Bengal Network (3-4 December, 2006)
1. Gujarat RTF and NREGA Campaign

Anna Suraksha Adhikar Abhiyan Gujarat (state level campaign on Right to 
Food) has taken up the aspects of food entitlement as covered under various
nine schemes including NREG under the right to food. Anna Suraksha Adhikar
Abhiyan Gujarat is conducting a month campaign from 5th November to 5th 
December on Right to Food and National Rural Employment Guarantee Act particularly focussing on children right to food in various districts of Gujarat.

In this campaign various programmes will be organise to generate awareness 
among the people to create a demand, and ensure for their food rights and also make accountable to the Government. These programmes are as Public
Hearings, Social Audits, Sammelans, People's Caravan, Rallies, Consultations and Press Conferences at various districts where affected persons will be sharing their untold stories and agonies that they have suffered due to exploitation and denials of their rights and will also raise the demand collectively for their rights and justice .


We cordially invite you to attend these programmes. Your valuable presence
will help the poor and marginalized people in gathering more rigors in the existing movements of getting justice. We know we shall have to have a continuous struggle against the forces responsible for such degraded situation. We need your support for that.


The eminent personalities who have played very vital role to ensure Right
to Food and NREG Act in Gujarat and Government officers responsible for implementing food security schemes will also participating in these programmes.
In fraternity

Khalid
On behalf of Anna Suraksha Adhikar Abhiyan Gujarat Phone-02836-264944, 09426997204
	Programme
	Date
	Venue
	Contact

	Right to Food Sammelans (Gujarat Adivasi Vikas Sangh)
	5th November  10 AM-4 PM
	Ghachi Kua, Songarh, Surat
	Babubhai Gami, 09426870397



	Public Hearing on Right to Food 
(Antodaya Vikas Shikshan Centre Daheda)
	8th November, 10 AM-4 PM
	Tarapur District Anand (In front of Yadgar Hotel Tarpur Anand
	Ishwarbhai Waghela, 09979470733

	Sammelan on Right to Food NREGA

(Lok Seva Shikshan Vikas Trust Danta, Banas-Kantha)
	10th November

10 AM-4 PM
	Bordia,Taluka Danta District Banas-Kantha
	Razzakbhai Vagdia, 09426567474

	People's Caravan 
(Swati, Dhangadra, Surendra Nagar)
	1 -14 November  10am – 8pm
	Surendra Nagar District
	Falguniben 09825288394

	People's Caravan

(Lok Adhikar Manch Kutch) 
	16-20 November 10am- 8pm
	Anjar and gandhidham taluk of Kutch
	Ramjibhai and Hansaben-09879305426, 09909122147

	Public Hearing on Right to Food

(Lok Adhikar Manch Kutch)
	29th November

10 AM-4 PM
	Gandhidham Taluka Maheshwari Ground, In front of IFCO
	Ramjibhai and Hansaben

09879305426, 09909122147

	Press Conference
	5th December.
	Ahmedabad
	


2. Bulletin 1: NACDOR MP Rozgar Adhikar Yatra, 16-31 October, 2006

Rambagh, 16 October. On the occasion of its ongoing Long March Against Poverty in Madhya Pradesh, National Conference of Dalit Organisations (NACDOR) launched its Rozgar Adhikar Yatra (RAY) at Rambagh in Rewa District in Madhya Pradesh. More than 5000 Dalits, Adivasis and marginalized people coming from hundreds of villages of Rewa, Satna and Sidhi gathered for Stand Up Against Poverty participated in the launching of the Rozgar Adhikar Yatra. M/s Jagdish Yadav, Vishwa Azad Adivasi, Bhagwat Pal, Siya Dulari Adivasi and Chote Lal along with 20 other participants were leading the Yatra with two vehicles. This Yatra would reach to NREGA district Satna tomorrow. 
 
Second Rozgar Adhikar Yatra was launched in Tikamgarh district with a meeting with the community in Mabai village.   Brij Lal, Hardayal, Rajbai, Sona Bai, Damodar, Sukhwati, Hallibai, Meera, Nanhibai, Gonabai, Maya, Rekha, Rajkumar Ahirwar and others led the RAY. In community meeting it came to the light that most of the people have not received Job Cards and they are lying with the Sarpanch. Many people had aplied for the ememployment more than a month ago, but did not receive employment so far. They were not given any receipt of their application for employment. Dalits community of the village had hardly any information on the NREGA and its provisions. "We are not invited to any meeting. We have no information and no one want us in the village panchayat" said Munna Lal, an elected representative of the village panchayat.   panch of the village.  but did not reccommunity meeting in in Madhya Pradesh.  More than 60 persons participated in the meeting. All participants were given handbills and publicity material proving details of NREGA. 
 
The next village covered by the Rozgar Adhikar Yatra was Sarkanpur in Ballogarh Tehsil of Tikamgarh. Dalit Communities reported that they were given some work, but have not been paid. Job Cards had no photos on it. Most of the people were ignorant about the details on the Jobcard. Women reported discrimination in the wages. They were being paid Rs. 45 instead their legitimate right of Rs. 60. The Rozgar Adhikar Yatra at the time of writing this report was heading towards village Guna. 
Utkal Nanda is leading third Rozgar Adhikar Yatra in Balaghat along with his team comprising of Kanta Giri, Asha, Joseph, Ashok, Sukhchand, Dileep, Bhagwati, Shanti and others. The Yatra started from Huddi Tola, Rukjhar with 27 participants. The Yatra at the time of preparation of this report was heading towards Dhondi in Bayyar Tehsil in Balaghat. The civil society organisations involved in the Yatra are CDC, Grameen Vikas Mandal, Navjeevan Samaj Vikas Samiti, Shri Mahaveer Shiksha Parshikshan Sanstha. Some of the observations noted by third Rozgar Adhkar Yatra that covered Huddi Tola, Sonepuri, Dhondi are: (1) Baiga community find the provisions of the NREGA and NREGS prepared were unsuitable to their conditions. (2) Large scale migration due to delay or non-availability of work under the NREGA. (3) People who worked, have not received their payments for last three months. (4) Sarpanches instead of passing the Jobcards to its legitimate holders keeps it with them. (5) Women were paid fewer wages. Mr. Nanda and its team plan to hand over a memorandum to the district officials. 
 
Wada Na Todo Abhiyan, Samarthan, partners of the Poorest Areas Civil Society (PACS) and several other organizations and NGOs are participating in this Rozgar Adhikar Yatra. 
3. Social Audit of NREGA in Hardoi District of U.P. from 25th November to 2nd December, 2006
 
Asha Parivar and National Alliance of People's Movements are planning to conduct a Social Audit of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act in two blocks of Hardoi District – Sandila and Bharawan - from November 25 th to December 2nd, 2006 during which about 400 activist from around the country in 21 teams will visit all the Gram Panchayats falling in these two blocks and assess the implementation of the NREG Scheme in open village meetings. 
 
There will be a two day training on 25th and 26th November at Sandila before the teams actually go into villages and after the exercise of social audit has been completed in villages there will be a public hearing after reassembling in Sandila on 2 nd December, 2006.
  
In addition to grassroots activists associated with Asha Parivar in Hardoi and other parts of U.P. and the country we would also like to invite activists associated with other organizations to join this social audit process in Hardoi District from 25th November to 2nd December, 2006. 
  
To participate in this process one has to reach Sandila (60 km from Lucknow on Lucknow-Delhi route between Lucknow and Hardoi stations, not all trains stop at Sandila though) by 25 th November morning. Upon reaching Sandila contact any of the following persons who have contact numbers to find out about the venue of training. We expect that people associated with other organizations will be able to bear their travel expenses. 
 
ram sagar verma 'guddu' (9451209863), neelkamal (9451148061), mahesh (9838546900), vallabhacharya (9415256848), keshav chand (9839883518), jayashankar (9839716248), chandralekha, suman gautam, vidyawati, rajni rawat, ram babu, sajeewan lal, bhagwandeen, ram bharose, ashok bharti, yeshwant rao, ganga sagar awasthi, jitendra dixit (9839842511), arundhati dhuru/ sandeep (9415022772, 0522-2347365), bobby ramakant (9839073355) 
4. State Convention of  Right to Food & Work – West Bengal Network 

You will be glad to know that the 1st State Convention of Right to Food & Work – West Bengal Network is going to be held on 3rd and 4th December, 2006. The time and venue of the Convention are as follows: 

Venue: Nagar College, Nagar, Khargram, Murshidabad, West Bengal. 

Time: 10-00 a.m. on 3rd December, 2006 to 04- 00 p.m. on 4th December, 2006. 

You are cordially requested to attend the Convention and take active participation. You are also requested to convey the message to all the members about this convention. 

We will be very happy if all the leaders of Right to Food Campaign may join the convention and give their valuable suggestions.

We are eager to see all of you at the convention.

 

 

