Dear friends,

There have been numerous NREGA-related activities over the past 3 months. A longer update with the news from Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh will be circulated in a few days. 

The Jagrut Adivasi Dalit Sangathan (JADS), working in Barwani (Madhya Pradesh) has been engaged in an impressive mobilization for NREGA over the past six months. Their complaints regarding non-compliance with the provisions of the Act and the Operational Guidelines seem to have fallen on deaf ears. Moreover, members of the Sangathan have been physically attacked on some ocassions. The Sangathan has been sitting on dharna since 18 June, 2006 in Barwani demanding redressal for their complaints to be redressed and action against those guilty of violence. On 17 July, JADS is organizing a dharna in Pati (Barwani) and urges wide participation to strenghthen their struggle. For more details, please contact Madhuri Krishnaswamy at 09425313918; or NBA at 07290222634; Shripad and Nandini at 07290 224867; or Manthan Adhyan Kendra at 07290- 222857 or write to rozgar@gmail.com.

I am circulating below extracts from a letter written by JADS. (To read the full text of this letter and a report of the situation there, visit http://www.righttofoodindia.org/rtowork/ega_news.html.)

“On 16th June, over 2000 members of Jagrit Adivasi Dalit Sangathan gathered at Pati to attend the meeting called by the Collector. However at the gates of the block office, a crowd of about 150 people led by the one Sildar Patel (who is the sarpanch of Pati and husband of the Janpad President, as well as being a local political leader) and other local political leaders blocked our way, shouted abuse at us and refused to let us enter the block premises. They also attacked Madhuri physically and tore at her clothes and pulled her hair, till JADS women members rushed to her rescue.  They also assaulted Nandkumar, a visiting M.SW student from Nirmala Niketan, Mumbai, threw him on the ground and were narrowly prevented from smashing a boulder on his head. The Collector, SP, SDM and SDOP along with a police force were present at the scene but did nothing to stop this hooliganism.

After the meeting ended in disarray we tried to file a complaint at Pati PS. However, we were not allowed to get any where near the thana, because a crowd of about 200 people, in the presence of the Collector and SP had blocked the way to the thana. Finally we filed an FIR in Badwani thana. However, while no action has been taken on our complaint, we have now been informed that cases have been filed against myself and 25 of our members!

“We have been raising issues regarding  non-issuance of job cards; failure to provide work and unemployment allowance  to almost 3000 applicants; delayed payment of wages; use of labour displacing machinery; complete failure to implement the transparency and accountability provisions; and, failure to consult gram sabhas. All our attempts are being met with resistance from vested interests who are being supported by the administration.”

Note: This account (earlier workforall@rediffmail.com) has been created for the purpose of circulating information about the Employment Guarantee Act, and of facilitating public mobilization on this issue. It is managed by Reetika on behalf of the initiating group (Shiraz Balsara, Subhash Bhatnagar, Nikhil Dey, Jean Drèze, Madhuri Krishnaswamy and Anuradha Talwar).

