Dear friends,

This is an urgent alert regarding the “NREGA Guidelines”.

The Ministry of Rural Development is in the process of drafting the Rules and Guidelines of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA). The draft Guidelines are available on the MoRD website at http://www.rural.nic.in/g1.htm (They have been put under the “National Food for Work Programme” heading and you will need to scroll to the bottom of the page to find them. A link to the draft Guidelines is also available on the website of the right to food campaign (www.righttofoodindia.org/rtowork/egarules.html). This page also has other documents related to the framing of the rules. 

The Guidelines have not yet been finalised and the Ministry has invited comments. Please do take the time to read these Guidelines as they definitely require improvement. If you send comments to the Ministry (c/o Amita Sharma: amita712@yahoo.co.uk) please send a copy at this address also (rozgar@gmail.com), this will help us to keep track of the whole discussion.  Sooner the better, because it is not clear how much time the MoRD is willing to give to this consultation process.

Note also that some state governments have started framing their own “Employment Guarantee Scheme”, as required under the Act.  For instance, Tamil Nadu has already prepared a draft EGS (this will posted at www.righttofoodindia.org as soon as it is in the public domain).  Please consider finding out what is happening in your own state, and insisting on appropriate consultation and debate before these documents are finalised.  Keep us posted if possible.

I take this opportunity to circulate an invitation from Ekta Parishad to an "Assembly of the deprived" (see below) on 10-11 December in Gwalior. Please contact Ransingh Parmar (9425126467) for more details.

"The Assembly of Deprived is being organized on the occasion of Human Rights Day as a call of deprives for their rights on the resources of livelihood. The objective of this assembly is to put the rights of livelihood as a new verdict of the deprived masses in front of the State and the society through people’s representatives. This verdict is to be used as a tool to find out the answers to the questions of the deprived masses."
Regards,

Reetika.

Note: This account (earlier workforall@rediffmail.com) has been created for the purpose of circulating information about the Employment Guarantee Act, and of facilitating public mobilization on this issue. It is managed by Reetika on behalf of the initiating group (Shiraz Balsara, Subhash Bhatnagar, Nikhil Dey, Jean Drèze, Madhuri Krishnaswamy and Anuradha Talwar).

