NREGA Update 100 (Bumper Number)
Dear friends,

Apologies for the long gap in sending this update, which was initially meant to go out on 2 February, 2008 (the second “anniversary” of NREGA). Future updates will hopefully be more regular – please send a line to rozgar@gmail.com if you have any material of interest for circulation. Let us know especially if you are planning any interesting activities on 1 May. Thanks,
Reetika
New NREGA related material

CSE’s review of NREGA

NREGA in Jehanabad

Jhalawar social audit report/news
Orissa news
NREGA news from Raichur

AIALA's Nationwide Campaign on NREGA (2 items)
Finally – some news from the Ministry of Rural Development
New NREGA related material

New campaign material includes a model “Entitlements page” (two versions), initially prepared for printing on the back cover of NREGA Job Cards, and model work application forms in Hindi and English (for “collective applications” as well as “individual applications”). Some of these documents are also attached. Please consider using this material for campaign activities such as collective work applications, especially on significant dates such as 1 May.
Besides this, the EGA section of the right to food website also has a lot of useful material for training and action (see http://www.righttofoodindia.org/rtowork/ega_keydocs.html and http://www.righttofoodindia.org/rtowork/ega-campaign-materials.html). 
CSE’s review of NREGA

“NREGA not just about drought relief, but relief against drought”, says the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE).
On the eve of NREGA becoming a pan-Indian programme from April 1 2008, CSE released its assessment of two years of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA); the study looks at the Act's implementation across 9 states and 12 districts.


http://www.cseindia.org/AboutUs/press_releases/press_20080331.htm
http://www.cseindia.org/programme/nrml/pdf/NREGA_Policy_Paper_2008.pdf
http://www.cseindia.org/programme/nrml/recommendations.htm.
http://www.cseindia.org/programme/nrml/pdf/NREGA_Briefing_Online.pdf
NREGA in Jehanabad

Juhi Tyagi, Corruption and patronage mark NREGS implementation in Bihar 

http://www.infochangeindia.org/features477.jsp
Jhalawar social audit report/news

Here is a collection of reports and articles based on the social audit of NREGA in Jhalawar (Rajasthan) organized by Rozgar Evum Suchna ka Adhikar Abhiyan in February 2008.
Jhalawar social audit plan fails to take off, 2 February, 2008.

http://www.hindu.com/2008/02/02/stories/2008020255190500.htm
Social audit reveals large scale fraud, 12 February, 2008
http://www.hindu.com/2008/02/12/stories/2008021254780500.htm
Despite hiccups, NREGA a boon for rural poor

http://www.hindu.com/2008/02/10/stories/2008021055550500.htm
Orissa News
Campaigner for rural job scheme attacked, 6 March, 2008
http://www.dailypioneer.com/indexn12.asp?main_variable=BHUBANESWAR&file_name=bhub8%2Etxt&counter_img=8
NREGA news from Raichur (Received from Abhay Kumar, rkabhay@yahoo.co.in)
A small NREGS brief from Raichur. Recently we all here (Janapara Sangathane Janti Kriya Samithi) went on a satyagraha again from Feb 26th to March 1st. This was after the district administration failed to fulfill the assurances given to us nearly 4 times (July 11th, August 14th, October 22nd, November 27th). Around a 100 people started the satygaraha at the city center (Ambedkar statue) and next day moved the tent to the Zilla Panchayath. When there was no response from administration on day 3, five of us (including me) started hunger strike. On 4th day finally after one of the women satyagrahis became serious the administration responded. It was surprising that no senior official even visited the women sitting on satyagraha for 4 days. We were asking for action on the CEO himself for cheating the people with false promises. It was not fight against an individual but the chair. It was surprising that some of the people gave wrong news to the public and people started protesting against us saying that we were asking action on the CEO because he was from a particular community. 
The good thing was that the andolan was supported by friends and organisations from nearly 20 districts and other states also. From day 2 itself faxes started gong to the Secretary RDPR and Governor about the Raichur situation. Everyone saw this as an opportunity to highlight the bad implementaion in their own districts. Many other andolans like RFC, JSA, State NGO federation, Dalith federations sent letters of support to us and the govt. We feel at least the state has now at least understood the need to do more. We had 5 demands and all of these are supposed to be completed by 15th March when the DC and ZP members will review. The entire ZP members have assured that if this time nothing happens they will sit on satyagraha against their own officials and said it to the entire media. Already 8 gram panchayths have got 'Unemployment allowance' nearly 800 people. The govt has given us a sample report on cases were payments were delayed and the reasons for them. Cards are being first time GENUINELY being given to the people. We have highlighted corruption cases in 20 GP's (only the big ones) and asked for concrete action immediately. All the posts of Gram Rojgar Sevaks have been filled. The bottom line is that people have started getting work after nearly a year. Hopefully the situation will become better. Lot of other districts have started the campaign seriously and we have been supporting them through trainings. The social audits in Raichur are over but the NGO's have yet to give the report to govt and no action taken till now. A few NGO's selected have a past that is not very convincing from peoples point of view, but lets wait and see whats there in their reports. We are now asking for a state level review by the Principal Secretary. We would thank all friends, who have contributed for this struggle. We are right now recovering but hope to become fit again for further struggle if necessary. 

All India Agricultural Labour Association's Nationwide (AIALA) Campaign from 23 February, 2008 [Received from Sanjay Sharma, National Secretary of AIALA]

23 February: AIALA held protests in state capitals to press for the demand of proper and effective implementation of the NREGA, besides many other demands pertaining to the agrarian labourers and the rural poor with the slogan " Intensify the struggles of the poor- Oust the corrupt regime". Protests were held in various state capitals including Patna, Chennai, Kolkata, Lucknow, Bhubaneshwar, Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh, as well as in Diphu, the headquarters of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous district in Assam. Similar protests are also planned to be held on Feb. 25 in Guwahati and on Feb 27 in Ranchi and Jaipur. 


A ten-point Charter of Demands addressed to the Prime Minister has been submitted through these protests. It has been demanded to institute a CBI inquiry into the rampant corruption and huge misappropriation of funds under the NREGA in the light of recent CAG draft report and to allocate at least Rs. 50,000 Crores for the NREGA in the budget proposals to be presented in Parliament this week. AIALA has also demanded from all state governments to publish a White Paper after convening a special session of the State Assembly on the actual status of the NREGS in respective states. Waiver of all types of loans to Agricultural Workers and poor peasants is also being demanded from the governments. Earlier on Feb. 2, '08, on the occasion of the second anniversary of the NREGA implementation, AIALA has sent an open letter the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on this issue. 


The Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre and governments of various political shades in the states are playing with the livelihood of the poor and the rural agricultural labourers. The UPA Government which came to power on the slogan of aam aadmi now no longer even takes the name of the common man. It is so busy appeasing the interests of USA and the corporate world that it has no concern for the peasants, agricultural labourers and the jobless of our own country. BJP and the state governments ruled by it are following the same path. Other governments, including even the so-called Left governments led by CPI(M) have become followers of the pro-capitalist path. The parties and governments which swear by social justice and dalit assertion too have joined the race to appease the corporate world.

 
In this back-drop AIALA has launched a nationwide campaign beginning today to highlight the issues of the rural poor and agrarian labourers, especially the reduction of National Rural Employment Guarantee Act into a mere show-piece, shrinking of PDS, ever expanding poverty being restricted to pre-decided BPL quotas, loan waiver, rampant loot and corruption in various developmental schemes and programmes, displacement of agricultural labourers and peasants by SEZ and other schemes, and rising malnutrition, hunger and starvation deaths, etc. This campaign will culminate on March 27 in a "Seize the Block Office" movement where block/Mandal level offices will be gheraoed in protest of reducing NREGA and PDS into showpieces and making them centres of rampant corruption. Village/Panchayat level agitations will also be held during this campaign. 

AIALA's Nationwide Campaign Ends in Block-level 'Seize the Office' Protests
(received from Sanjay Sharma, National Secretary, khetmazdoorsabha@gmail.com)
New Delhi, 27 March.


The month-long nation-wide campaign of All India Agricultural Labour Association (AIALA) concluded today with it's 'Seized the Block Office' programme against governments' intentions of making the NREGA making a fountain of loot and corruption. The campaign also highlighted various other issues important for the life and livelihood of agricultural workers in all parts of the country. AIALA has demanded a CBI enquiry into the NREGA scam in the light of the CAG interim report's findings, and that the State Governments must hold a special session of the State Assembly on the issue of the failure to implement the NREGA and that all states must issue a White Paper on the issue. 
Today AIALA activists seized and locked the Block offices in nearly 500 block headquarters all over the country, while protests were held at more than a thousand places. The Block Seizure was carried out in many states including Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, Tripura, Rajasthan, etc. While in Orissa seizure campaign was organised on 17-20 March. In Karbi Anglong district of Assam more than 350 activists were arrested today at Howrahghat Block hq. This has been condemned by AIALA leader terming it an attack on the democratic rights of the rural poor. In Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, AIALA participated in the gherao of state Assemblies on these issues today. 

Massive participation was reported in these protests and as per preliminary reports around five lakh agrarian workers and rural poor have taken part throughout the country. 
AIALA General Secretary Dhirendra Jha has congratulated the agrarian workers for the success of the programme. He said that the Congress party is playing a deliberate political gimmick with the NREGS while at the grassroots the Scheme has been rendered totally ineffective, and it has been turned into a centre of loot and corruption like earlier schemes. It's pathetic implementation can be seen in the incident of one agarian worker who committed suicide after failing to get a job under the scheme. Moreover, amidst the so much hype around the NREGA, the total per capita fund allocation has now been reduced in the current budget. 

AIALA has demanded that Job cards must be issued to all those poor families who demand it; guarantee of 200 days of work per family per year; and make the number of job-card holders the basis for budgetary allocation for NREGA. AIALA has also demanded strict legally enforceable provisions whereby 100 days' salary be cut from the pay of officials of panchayats, Blocks and districts where 100 days job guarantee and payment of minimum wages is not ensured, and the concerned DM-DDC be sentenced to 100 days in jail.


The other demands highlighted during the month-long campaign are to roll back the policy of restricting the poor to a pre-fixed 'BPL quota' and to publish fresh BPL lists based on comprehensive ground surveys; to give the Right to Food legal status; to make food-grains scams to be a cognizable offence and to strictly punish the guilty dealers and officials. 


AIALA also demands to provide 2 acres of cultivable land to all the poor and landless, to extend the insurance scheme to cover all poor people; to scrap the SEZ Act 2005;  and in order to stop the systemic corruption in panchayats and all pro-poor schemes, create a comprehensive structure of people's vigilance and monitoring involving representatives of agricultural labourer and peasant organisations, besides various other demands. 

Finally – some news from the Ministry of Rural Development
The Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) has been quite busy lately, with NREGA being extended overnight to the entire country on 1 April (and very little money being provided for this purpose – the Budget allocation for 2008-9, about Rs 16,000 crores, is just a little higher than in 2007-8). The Ministry’s official NREGA website, www.nrega.nic.in is well worth watching for regular updates on government circulars, official statistics, etc. (including the odd surprise item, such as a Circular extending the standard work hours from seven hours to nine hours, presumably with a one-hour break though there is no mention of it). 
The website also features a new “Knowledge Network” aimed at facilitating the sharing of knowledge and ideas about NREGA. Other recent activities of interest at the Ministry include the revision of NREGA Operational Guidelines (still awaited), a meeting of the Central Employment Guarantee Council on 6 February, and some work on the preparation of NREGA Rules. For further details, try your luck with the “Contact Us” icon on the Ministry’s NREGA website.
