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DESTITUTION SURVEY, JUNE 2002

PART 3: “ANTYODAYA HOUSEHOLDS” QUESTIONNAIRE

[Investigator: This questionnaire is for “Antyodaya” households. Please remember to: (1) visit all Antyodaya households in the village; (2) avoid visiting the households with the sarpanch, PDS dealers, local netas, etc.; (3) explain the purpose of your visit and be as friendly as possible.]

Date: ___________________________ 
Name of the investigator: __________________

Name of the village: __________________________________________________________

Panchayat: _______________________
Block: _________________________________

District: _________________________ 
State: __________________________________

I. GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Name of the household head:

_____________________________________

2. Number of household members:






/_____/

3a. Caste/community (name):


_____________________________________

3b. Caste/community (group):
SC (1)/ ST(2)/OBC(3)/Caste Hindu(4)/Muslim(5)/Other(6)

[Investigator: Before proceeding, please fill the “Individual Details” sheet at the end of this questionnaire.]

4*. Main occupations: [Investigator: Please note in detail, including relatively minor income-earning activities such as collecting and selling wood, child labour, gleaning, begging, etc. Continue on the back of this page if necessary.]

a. ________________________________________________________________


b. ________________________________________________________________


c. ________________________________________________________________


d. ________________________________________________________________

5. Amount of land owned (excluding homestead land):


/_____acres/

6. Amount of land cultivated:






/_____acres/

7. “Do you own the land on which your house is situated?”


Yes/No/NR

8*. [Investigator: Please note below the details of the respondent’s house, based on your own observations.]


a. Number of pacca rooms:






/_____/


b. Number of kaccha rooms:






/_____/


c. Is the house in need of major repair?




Yes/No/NR


d. Is the house water-proof?






Yes/No/NR


e. Does the house have a fan?






Yes/No/NR


f. Does the house have electricity?





Yes/No/NR


g. Can the house be locked?






Yes/No/NR

9*. [Investigator: Compared with other houses in this village (not just the immediate neighbourhood), how would you rate this house? Please tick as appropriate.]


a. Among the worst 20%






/_____/


b. Worse than average, but not among the worst 20%


/_____/


c. About average







/_____/


d. Better than average, but not among the best 20%



/_____/


e. Among the best 20%






/_____/

10. “Does any other household in the village (e.g. close relatives or neighbours) give you regular help to survive?”











Yes/No/NR

11. [If yes] “Who and how? Please describe in detail.”

12. “Do you get occasional help to survive from other households in the village?”
Yes/No/NR

13. [If yes] “From whom and in what way? Please describe in detail.”

14. “Are there any children below the age of 14 in this household?”

Yes/No/NR

15. [If yes] “Do any of these children regularly engage in any of the following work activities?”


a. Helping with domestic work at home




Yes/No/NR

b. Grazing animals







Yes/No/NR

c. Helping family with agricultural work




Yes/No/NR

d. Agricultural wage labour






Yes/No/NR

e. Non-agricultural wage labour





Yes/No/NR

f. Self-employment (please describe in detail)



Yes/No/NR


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

16*. “During the last 12 months, have there been days when you didn’t know in the morning whether you would be able to feed your family in the evening?”












Yes/No/NR

17*. [If yes] “Approximately how many such days are there, in an average month?”











/_____days

18*. “At times when it was difficult to feed the family, did any of the following happen (during the last 12 months)?” [Investigator: Please tick all the relevant responses.]

a. “We ate wheat or rice with salt or mirchi”




/_____/


b. “We skipped meals and went hungry”




/_____/


c. “We ate food collected from the jungle (e.g. mahua, saag, roots)”
/_____/


d. “We ate food that could be dangerous for health (e.g. mango kernels)”
/_____/


e. “We borrowed from a sahukar/banya/landlord to feed ourselves”
/_____/


f. “We borrowed from neighbours, relatives or friends”


/_____/


g. “Some of us went begging”





/_____/


h. Any other step (please specify) ______________________________
/_____/

II. ANTYODAYA PROGRAMME
[Investigator: For the next question, you can use the date of issue on the card itself, but if the respondent claims that he/she received the card later, please note the details.]

19. “When did you get your Antyodaya card?”
Month: /_____/
Year: /_____/

20. “To your knowledge, how much grain are you entitled to obtain each month with this card, and at what price?” [Investigator: If respondent is not aware, please write “NA”.]

Quantity (kgs/month):
/_____kg


Price (wheat): 

/_____Rs/kg


Price (rice):

/_____ Rs/kg

[Investigator: Before proceeding, please explain to the respondent that the card entitles him or her to 25 kgs of grain per month, and that the government has recently announced that this would be raised to 35 kgs per month. Then discuss with the respondent how much grain (wheat + rice) he/she has actually received since obtaining the card. The answer is likely to be something like “I received 25 kgs five or six times”, or “I received 25 kgs every 2-3 months”, or “I received about 15 kgs per month on average”. Begin by noting this detailed answer in the space provided under question 21, then answer questions 22-24.]

21*. Amount actually obtained, as described by the respondent (please note full details):

22*. Since receiving the Antyodaya card, has the respondent been able to obtain 25 kgs of grain each month from the PDS shop?

Yes/No/NR

23*. Has the respondent been able to obtain some grain each month?

Yes/No/NR

24*. What is your best estimate of the total quantity obtained by the respondent since he/she received the Antyodaya card?











/_____ kgs

25*. [Investigator: Now, please examine the person’s ration card and note down how much grain (wheat + rice) he or she obtained, according to the card, in different months.]


before July 2001 (if applicable):
/_____kg/


Jul 2001: 
/_____kg/
Aug 2001:
/_____kg/
Sep 2001: /_____kg/


Oct 2001:
/_____kg/
Nov 2001: 
/_____kg/
Dec 2001: /_____kg/


Jan 2002:
/_____kg/
Feb 2002:
/_____kg/
Mar 2002: /_____kg/


Apr 2002:
/_____kg/
May 2002:
/_____kg/
Jun 2002: /______kg/

26*. [Investigator: Please discuss with the respondent whether he/she agrees with the information given on the card, as far as grain is concerned. Then record his/her answer to this question and the next one.] “Do you agree with the information given on the ration card?”












Yes/No/NR

27*. [If not] “In what respect is the card inaccurate? Please explain in detail.”

28*. “In months when you have not been getting your full quota of 25 kgs, what was the main reason for not getting the full quota?” [Investigator: Please discuss this issue with the respondent and the tick the relevant answer(s).]

a. Grain not available at the PDS shop




/_____/


b. Lack of information about opening times of the PDS shop

/_____/


c. Lack of cash at the time when grain was available at the PDS shop
/_____/


d. Not interested in buying grain from PDS shop



/_____/


e. Other resonses (please specify) _____________________________
/_____/

29*. “Suppose that the shop was open every day and that grain was always available. In that case, would you buy your full ration of 25 kgs every month?”












Yes/No/NR

30. [If not] “Why not?”
____________________________________________________

31. “Last time you obtained grain from the PDS shop, how much wheat and how much rice did you get?”










Wheat: 
/_____kg


Rice:

/_____kg

32. “How much did you pay for this?”





Rs_____/

33. [Investigator: The official price is Rs 2/kg for wheat and Rs 3/kg for rice. If the respondent has been overcharged, please explain this matter to him or her and then record his/her answer to the following question.] “In your understanding, what is the reason why you have been overcharged?”

34. “How would you describe the quality of the grain you have been receiving?  Poor, average or good?”









Poor(1)/Average(2)/Good(3)/NR (4)

35. “How far is the PDS shop from your house?”




/_____km

36. “How long does it take you to get there?”


/_____ hours _____ mins

37. “How long does it take you, on average, to go to the PDS shop, obtain your grain ration, and come back home?”


/_____ hours _____ mins

38*. “How many days does the PDS shop usually open in a month?”

/_____days

39. “Do you get to know in advance that the shop is going to open?”

Yes/No/NR

40. [If yes] “How many days in advance do you normally get to know?”

/_____days

41*. “Do you feel that the opening days of the PDS shop are adequate?”

Yes/No/NR

42*. “Do you feel that you have adequate information about the opening days of the PDS shop?”












Yes/No/NR

43*. “How would you describe the attitude of the PDS dealer: helpful, unhelpful or indifferent?”







helpful(1)/unhelpful(2)/indifferent(3)/NR(4)

44. “Did you have to pay any money to anybody in order to obtain the card?”
Yes/No/NR

45. [If yes] “Please tell me how much you had to pay, to whom, and for what reason.”

46. “On the whole, would you say that it was easy or difficult to obtain an Antyodaya card?”




very easy(1)/quite easy(2)/somewhat difficult(3)/very difficult(4)/NR(5)

47*. “How would you describe the importance of this programme for your family’s welfare? Very important, quite important or not important?”





very important(1)/quite important(2)/not important(3)/NR(4)

48*. “Do you have any suggestions for improving the Antyodaya programme?” [Investigator: Please note in detail. Continue on back of this page if necessary.]

III. FOOD AND CONSUMPTION
49*. “How much grain does your household consume in an average month?”
_____ kg

50*. “Is this enough to ensure that no-one goes hungry at any time?”

Yes/No/NR

51*. [If not] “How much grain would be required, in a month, to ensure that no-one goes hungry at any time?” [Investigator: If you don’t get a credible answer, write “NR”.]












_____kg

52*. “Does everyone in your household get at least two square meals a day throughout the year?”












Yes/No/NR

53*. [If not] “During the last 12 months, approximately how many days have there been when some or all members of the family were not able to get two square meals?












_____days

54. “In general, are there specific months in the year when it is particularly hard to feed the family?”












Yes/No/NR

55. [If yes] “What are the hardest months, as far as feeding the family is concerned?”

56*. “In an average month, on how many days does your family eat the following items?” [Investigator: Make sure to note number of days, instead of just “ticking”.]

vegetables








/_____/


dal









/_____/

milk









/_____/

tea









/_____/

eggs









/_____/

meat or fish








/_____/

55*. “Leaving food aside, how much do you spend in an average month (approximately) to run your household?”












Rs_____/

[Investigator: If the amount seems unexpectedly large for a “destitute” household, please note any circumstances that might explain this, e.g. medical expenditure.]

IV. THE EXPERIENCE OF DESTITUTION

[Investigator: The “qualitative” information explored here is important. Please note in detail - the more the better! If you run out of space, continue on the back of this page.]

56*. “Compared with 10 years ago, would you say that your economic condition today is better, worse, or much the same?”








better(1)/worse(2)/same(3)/NR(4)

57*. [If it is worse] “What do you feel are the main reasons why your economic condition has worsened during the last 10 years?”

58*. “What is the worst economic crisis that has happened in your household during the last few months?”

59*. “Can you please describe some of the things that you do to survive in times of crisis?”

60*. “Can you please describe some of the worst problems and hardships which you are facing at this time?”

61*. “Can you please describe any concrete difference (even temporary) which the Antyodaya programme has made to your lifestyle or eating habits?”

HOUSEHOLD ASSETS

[Investigator: Please note below the number of assets of each kind owned by the household. Do not leave any blanks; instead, write “0” or “NR”, as appropriate.]

	Item
	Number owned
	Item
	Number owned

	Cows
	
	Radios
	

	Bullocks
	
	Televisions
	

	Calves
	
	Watches
	

	Female buffaloes
	
	Bicycles
	

	Male buffaloes
	
	Scooters/motorcyles
	

	Young buffaloes
	
	Pressure cookers
	

	Goats
	
	Cooking pots (bartan)
	

	Hens
	
	Charpais
	

	Pigs
	
	Blankets and quilts
	

	Other animals (please specify)
	
	Sweaters and shawls
	

	“Does everyone in this household (ignoring very small children) have at least one pair of shoes or slippers?”

Yes/No/NR   




62*. [Investigator: How would you rate the overall economic condition of this household, compared with other households in this village? Please tick one option.]


a. Among the worst 20%






/_____/


b. Worse than average, but not among the worst 20%


/_____/


c. About average







/_____/


d. Better than average, but not among the best 20%



/_____/


e. Among the best 20%






/_____/

PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS

[Investigator: On this sheet, please note (1) any further observations you may have about the economic circumstances and living conditions of this household, and (2) any further observations that you feel may be relevant to the evaluation of the Antyodaya programme. The more detail the better!]

INDIVIDUAL DETAILS (page 1)

[Investigator: Please remember to include any household member(s) that may be temporarily away, especially for seasonal migration. Start with the household head. Do not leave any cell blank (in the relevant rows). Make sure to count “studying” as an occupation.]

	Serial

No.
	Name
	Relation to heada
	Sex

(M/F)
	Age 

(comp.years)
	Marital statusb
	Education

(completed years)
	Main occupations (including “studying”, and also any work done by children)

	1.
	
	Self
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


a W = wife; H = husband; S = son; D = daughter; F = father; M = mother; B = brother; SR = sister; GS = grand-son; GD = grand-daughter; FIL = father-in-law; MIL = mother-in-law; DIL = daughter-in-law; SIL = son-in-law; BIL = brother-in-law; SRIL = sister-in-law; NI = niece; NE = nephew; O = other (specify)

b U = unmarried; M = currently married; W = widowed; S = separated; D = divorced; O= other (specify)

INDIVIDUAL DETAILS (page 2)

	Serial No. (as on p. 1!)
	Is this person fit enough to work as a casual labourer? (Y/N/NR)
	Does this person suffer from any physical disability?a (Y/N/NR)
	If yes, please describe
	Does this person suffer from any mental impairment? (Y/N/NR)
	Does this person suffer from any chronic illness?b

(Y/N/NR)
	If yes, please describe

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	
	
	
	


a Including missing or dysfunctional limbs, complete or partial blindness, deafness, fluorosis, etc.

b e.g. TB, tumours, chronic pain, chronic weakness, etc., and also (for children) severe undernourishment.

INDIVIDUAL DETAILS (page 3)

	Serial No. (as on p.1!)
	Has this person been away from the village for more than a week?

(Y/N/NR)
	If yes, for what purposes?a
	[Investigator: Fill these columns only if the purpose is “work”; otherwise put “dashes”.]

	
	
	
	Where is he/she working?b
	What work is he/she doing?

[Investigator: please describe as clearly as possible.]
	Approximately how much is he/she earning (Rs/month)?
	Any further remarks

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	
	
	
	


a 1 = work; 2 = visiting relatives; 3 = medical treatment; 4= other (specify).

b 1 = within district; 2 = outside district but within state; 3 = outside state; 4 = other (specify)

