RTF UPDATE 51

24th July 2007

Hello,

The Right to Food Campaign Updates are resuming after a long hiatus. In the past few months the Campaign has held its Third Convention on the 'Right to Food and Work' in April. The Convention resolutions and workhop recommendations are available on the website www.righttofoodindia.org. The hindi section of the website is being expanded [http://www.righttofoodindia.org/hindi/hindi_main.html]. We request you to take a look at it and send in information that can be posted on the website. The secretariat is also seeking help with English-to-Hindi translations, those interested may please write to righttofood@gmail.com.

The secretariat has also produced some campaign material. Please contact us at righttofood@gmail.com, 011-4350 1335, Q 21-B (Third Floor), Jangpura Extension, New Delhi 14- to place orders.

The Employment Gurantee Act primer is available in English [cost Rs 25 only]. A revised and printed  version in hindi " Rozgar Adhikar Kanoon- Ek Praveshika  "is also now available [support cost of Rs 10 only]. 

The FOCUS Report [support cost Rs 150] and its hindi translation " Che Varsh se Kam ke Bachchon par Focus " is also available  [support Cost Rs. 100 only]. 

If you have any information that you would like to be circulated through updates or posted on the website, do write to us. If you seek information about NREGA related activities, please visit the EGA page http://www.righttofoodindia.org/rtowork/ega_intro.html for Rozgar updates, Events and other useful material.

We would also like to bring the following website documents to your notice. If you have translated these or other documents into any language we request you to send it to us so that we may post it on the website.

· Social Audit in Surguja and Ranchi [http://www.righttofoodindia.org/index.html]

· Muster Roll Verification Guidelines [http://www.righttofoodindia.org/index.html]

· NREGA Work Application Form (sample) [http://www.righttofoodindia.org/index.html]

· Anganwadi Application Form [http://www.righttofoodindia.org/index.html]

· Guidelines for investigating Starvation Deathshttp ://groups.google.com/group/childrensrighttofood/topics?start=10&sa=N

Thankyou

Right to Food Campaign Secretariat 
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1. SUPREME COURT ORDER OF JULY 9 2007 PERTAINING TO ICDS.

The Supreme Court has passed an order on the 9th of July pertaining to ICDS. It explicitly directs the government to make Anganwadi centers operational by their given deadline. Relevant extract from the Order is given below.

"Hon'ble Dr. Justice Arijit Pasayat pronounced Judgment of the Bench comprising His Lordship and Hon'ble Mr. Justice S.H. Kapadia. The Hon'ble Court directed as follows:-
        The backlog has to be cleared immediately and the centres which have been sanctioned upto September, 2006 shall be made operational and functional by 15th    July, 20 0 7 in the case of all States except the State of U.P. where the last date is fixed to be 31st July, 2007. Those centres which have been sanctioned upto January, 2007 shall be made functional by 30. 09. 2007. 

             It is made clear that if there is any non observance of the time period fixed would be seriously viewed. Affidavits shall be filed by 20th July, 10th August and 10th October, 2007 by the States in respect of the date lines fixed indicating the action taken."  

                  

2. SIMLIPAL MALNUTRITION DEATHS FACT FINDING REPORT - An Extract

[Report compiled by Ms.Pratima Satpathy, Ms. Devi Kalyani Pattnaik, Ms. Sashi Bindhani, Ms. Manju Prava, Mr. Jyoti Brahma, Mr. Pradeep Baishak, Mr. Rashmi Ranjan, Ganesh, Mr. Biwaranjan, Mr. Y Giri Rao, Ms. Sweta Mishra. The full report is available on http://groups.google.com/group/childrensrighttofood/topics?start=10&sa=N
16th May 2007, death of 7 children was reported from Gudgudia Panchayat of Similipal  Sanctuary in the one of the English daily ‘The Hindu’. The children all below five years of age were reported to have died due to fever and malnutrition in the last week of April,2007. According to Community Health Centre (CHC) of Jashipur block under Mayurbhanj district, the spate of children's deaths were reported almost everyday from April 27 and April 30 in five villages under Gudgudia Panchayat. Such type of tragic incidence has not occurred for the first time inside Similipal sanctuary area, but it has been a regular phenomenon inside the sanctuary. Last year 13 infant deaths were reported in Gudgudia Gram Panchayat inside the Similipal Wildlife Sanctuary within aspan of two months (May-June 2007). The cause of the  infant deaths cited was primarily due to malnutrition. (Source: Sambad 19th June 2006). With the advent of May/June, every year people of this area face acute food shortage which subsequently leads to malnutrition and death of the children. In the 65 villages present in  Similipal Sanctuary, the incidence of mass death takes place every alternate year or within an interval of two to three years. The reason of these deaths being starvation, malnutrition, food

poisoning and drinking polluted water.
A Fact Finding team consisting of 11 members from different organizations and network groups visited the area on the 7th of June to find out the reasons of this regular phenomenon of infant deaths occurring in Gudugudia GP inside Similipal Sanctuary and suggest possible measures to curb the situation.

When the fact finding team interacted with Shrimati Subhasini Sahu, local ward member of Gudugudia GP, she along with her husband Shri Sarat Chandra Sahu gave a long list of the government’s welfare schemes and programmes being implemented successfully in that area. She told the team that there is no such problem in the area. Food grains have been stocked in the godowns under PDS scheme to combat emergency situations if arises in that area. When the team enquired about the death of the children in the area, the main cause cited by them were lack of awareness, irregularities in giving medicines and blind belief prevailing in the area.Though all the mentioned govt. schemes and programmes are available at the village but gross irregularities were found in the implementation of these programmes. For e.g Shrimati Subhasini Sahu told to the fact finding team that Job cards have been distributed to all the villagers under OREGS/NREGS but when the team asked some villagers to show their job cards (in Kuanribill and Gudugudia village), we could see the blank pages of the job card which indicated that no job has been provided to them till date. Some of the villagers were not even able to do show their job cards as it was not with them. We were told that their job cards were with the VLW. Most of the villagers of Gudugudia told that they have not got any job under OREGS/NREGS though the panchayat wall painting suggests that 6 OREGS/NREGS work worth of 23.15 lakhs has been carried out in the GP. The villagers told the team members that very few people from the village got engaged in the road construction work carried out last year under OREGS/NREGS. 

According to the Ministry of Rural Development’s NREGS web portal Gudugudia GP has received total grant of Rs. 1188512/- in the financial year 2006 – 2007, while a total of amount Rs. 420250/- has been spent during the financial year and rest amount has been deposited in the bank.
3. LAND, DIGNITY AND FREEDOM FOOTMARCH- CHAURI-CHAURA DECLARATION [Contributed by Vidya Bhushan Rawat, Social Development Foundation, Delhi]
 

Land, Dignity and Freedom footmarch covered around 140 villages, 7 urban slum in four districts of Maharajganj, Kushingar, Deoria and Gorakhpur district. It started from Tilakwania village in Ghughali town of Maharajganj district on June 1st, 2007 and culminated at Chauri Chaura on June 22nd, 2007 with a total of 370 kilometers. Organised by Uttar-Pradesh Land Alliance and led by Shri Vidya Bhushan Rawat, Director, Social Development Foundation, Delhi, the Padyatra raised the issue of hunger, land, water and sustainable development. Nearly 20 Padyatris including women and girls from the marginalised sections of society walked this distance in scorching heat for full 22 days. It raised the issue of the failure of the previous government to deal with the issue of livelihood of marginalised communities and their continuous marginalisation through hunger, malnutrition, poverty and depression. It also voiced its concern over growing communalisation process as well as spreading of superstition among the poorer sections of society. At many places the marchers spoke to small gatherings, met people, visited affected areas and conducted social audits of schemes like NREGA. 

 

At the culmination of 22 days padyatra at Chauri Charua, we demand the following :

 

1. The government must take special measures to improve the condition of Mushahars, Rajbhars, Bansfors, Nonias, Machchuaras, Dom, Swachchakars, Pasis and Chamars. These communities are living in abysmally degrading conditions and need special measures. 

 

2. In the Eastern Uttar-Pradesh the Sand Mafias are controlling the rivers like Chhoti Gandak, Gurra, Rapti and Ghaghara. The mechanised sand mining has resulted in soil erosion by these rivers during monsoon. Thousands of hectare of land has turned infertile. In Brahmapur region Rapti has destroyed Ranapar area. In Kaptanganj and Ramkola towns in Kushinagar district are facing severe soil erosion due to sand mining. We demand immediate halt of mechanised sand mining and ask the government to allow the fishworker to do the same but government should fix up a limit for the same. [image: image2.png]



 

3. In many villages of Eastern Uttar-Pradesh powerful local people have illegaly grabbed  the land

given to Dalits and Most backward communities. In many villages, the Dalits are not even allowed passage to  move out. Government must ensure that every person live with dignity at his/her land that every one has a right to access road in his/her house. 

 

4. The Sugar factories and distillaries in Ramkola, Kaptanganj, Deoria, Rudrapur, Sardarnagar

are throwing chemical waste in the rivers like Chhoti Gandak, Rapti, Amy and Gurra resulting in heavy pollution in the rivers. The fishworkers are facing hunger as the fish catch is almost nill. Apart from this, the waste has spilled over to a vast agricultural land turning them completely barren and dangerous. The ground water in most of the eastern UP town is contaminated which is a severe threat to public health. We demand immediate action against these factory/mill owners and ask the government to compensate the farmers who have lost their land to these mills. The Pollution Control  board should be asked to explain as why they continue to allow such hazards industries to run. 

 

5. In Kushingar and Gorakhpur the condition of National Employment Guaranttee Scheme is a matter of grave concern. It has not been implemented accordingly. We found work being done through tractors and people without work despite having the valid card. The scheme seems to have failed because of the connivance between the village Pradhans and block officials. We demand severe action against erring officials to implement the scheme and ask the government to form a monitoring and evaluating committee which should include civil society representatives. 

 

6. In Poorvanchal, we found lot of discrepency in the distribution of ration cards. Those who should have been eligible for the cards have not got it while others have got it. We demand strong action the Sarpanches and officials who are involved in nepotism and corruption. We also demand from the government that the reach of the Public Distribution System should be expanded and it must include important edible items, books, cloths, Masalas etc so that the poor can benefit from this. [image: image3.png]



 

7. Hunger and starvation is prevelent in Eastern Uttar-Pradesh. A majority of families do not ration for two times. The children have uncertain futrue. It is shameful that children from Mushahars, Chauhan, Rajbhar etc are eating rats and fishermen are forced to survive on snails. We demand the government to focus on these communities with special programmes particularly developing schools in the villages with mid day meals and other incentives for school children and their parents. 

 

8. The government must form special Land Courts to settle land disputes and implement the land reform measures strongly and effectively. The government must concentrate on giving communal entitlement. We also demand that women should be given priority in allotment of agricultural land and all new entitlement whether residential or agricultural should have joint entitlment. 

 

Today on the day of culmination of Padyatra we committ ourselves to continue our struggle for Land, Dignity and freedom. We will continue to make government aware of the ground situation while fighting for our rights democratically. We also want to make it clear that this war of independence is not possible with out the support and alliance of anti caste, anti communal, anti superstition and progressive forces in which the role of women, Dalits, Most backward communities and tribals have an important role to play. We also feel that this for dignity and freedom we have to take inspiration from Baa Saheb Ambedkar, Jyoti Ba Phule, Savitri Bai Phule, and EV Ramaswamy Naicar.  They remain our icons and role models in our struggle for the creation of a civil society. 

 

 

Following organisations signed the resolution

 

Uttar-Pradesh Land Alliance, Social Development Foundation, Delhi; Food for Hungry Foundation, Delhi; Dr B.R.Ambedkar Gramodyog Sansthan, Deoria; Swachchakar Kalyan Samiti, Ghazipur; [image: image4.png]


Smt Sonia Gramin Mahila avam Bal Kalyan Samiti, Deoria; Lord Buddha Trust, Kushinagar; Hitkari Sewa Samiti, Deoria; Jan Kalyan Sansthan, Chauri Chaura, Gorakhpur; Palanjivi Samiti, Rudrapur, Deoria; Mushahar Shakti Sanghthan, Deoria; Tharu Development Society, Lakhimpur Khiri; Tal Ratoy Machchua Jan Kalyan Sansthan, Mau; Bharatiya Jan Seva Ashram, Jaunpur; Chitrakoot Sewa Ashram, Chitrakoot; Dalit Mahila Mukti Morcha; UP Machchua Adhikar Manch, Rudrapur and number of others.


4. LAUNCH OF WEBSITE WWW.MEDIAFORRIGHTS.ORG 

Dear All,
We are pleased to inform you that today we launched our website www.mediaforrights.org .The purpose of our website is to strengthen advocacy work at larger level. The website is for media persons, Civil society and peoples organization. The Website contains ready to use information packs on different social issues for media. Also it contains articles, reports, updates, case studies etc. We feel that website will also support other organizations of the state in raising their concerns and will get their experiences to the larger world.   
We are thankful to you if you will give feedback and contribute your write-ups for the website.

Thanks with regards.

In solidarity  
Rolly Shivhare 
For Vikas Samvad 
5. ICDS BOLANGIR SOCIAL AUDIT

A social audit of the ICDS [Anganwadi Scheme] was conducted in Bolangir district, Orissa in June 2007. Given below is a news report regarding the same. The social audit report itself can be read at:  http://groups.google.com/group/childrensrighttofood/browse_thread/thread/62404379404db99e/0b51a435a9ba40c1#0b51a435a9ba40c1  

News Report: THE PIONEER- 21ST JUNE 2007
Usually Gram Sabhas were held to select the beneficiaries under different Government schemes. And the practice in vogue is the Sabhas are called at a short notice, which is presided over by a Sarpanch. But the Gram Sabha held at Ratakhandi village on Monday is not the conventional Gram Sabha. As for the first time in Orissa, the Anchalik Vikas Parishad, Ratakhandi, held a social audit of ICDS programme here. Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) is an important scheme of the Central Government that ensures food security of vulnerable people and improves the health, nutrition status of infants, pregnant women and provides immunisation, education to The special Gram Sabha was presided over by the Naib Sarpanch Nimai Bariha and was attended by ward members and Sarpanch of Bal Panchayat following the refusal of the Sarpanch to cooperate with social audit. Ratakhandi, Phalsamal, Dumerjharan, Dandapani, Badipali, Thiamdapali, Babaja, Bagdunguri, Belpali, Taljuriand and Tabalbanji villages fall under the Ratakhandi Panchayat.

The social audit process got underway after members of Samajik Samikshya Manch (SSM) started collecting information on the position of ICDS at their panchayats .However, collecting information was not an easy task, notwithstanding RTI act, says Minketan Pradhan, president SSM. On applying for information to DSWO, we were reportedly told; information will be provided only after consultation with the higher authorities. However, thanks to District Collector RS Gopalan, whose intervention facilitated quick flow of information, he added.

The social audit process revealed shocking irregularities in ICDS functioning like nonopening of 5 of 7 seven sub-centres for a long period, use of defunct weighing machine, arbitrary food distribution, irregular distribution of medicines, irregular functioning of preschool schemes, manipulation of attendance register to show more number of children than the actual attending in different villages of the panchayat. Even migrant children and old women were shown attending and receiving necessary food benefits from the centres. Moreover, when only 10 children in one Anganwadi centres attend, the official records show it as 21children. This shows how officials manipulate the records, observed Uday Singh Thakur of the village.

The social audit is a welcome step as it brings to light many things, we would certainly look into a genuine complaint and this would certainly go a long way in strengthening the ICDS in the area, hoped in charge CDPO Pramila Ranjan Barik. But the process was not a smooth one especially when irregularities were brought to light, when hot exchange of words heated up the Sabha. And this led to forcible assertion by Uma Shankar Sahu that this programme is not against any body and according to Government circular-2002, social audit of all developmental schemes is necessary for better delivery.

Since the social audit programme is being taken out in remote areas, it would go a long way in better delivery of ICDS services in these areas. This social audit process also revealed low awareness among people about the ICDS, and glaring irregularities at the field level. Moreover, rather than confining to social audit of ICDS, let social audit of all other development schemes be held, observed Rajkishore Mishra, State advisor to Food Right Commissioner appointed by the Supreme Court of India.

6.IMPACT OF COMMISSIONERS' WORK - LETTER FROM MADHYA PRADESH".

We have received a letter from Dr. Mihir Shah (Advisor to the Supreme Court Commissioner in the Right to Food Case), showing the impact of the judicial process and the monitoring mechanism of the Commissioner appointed by the Supreme Court, in securing the right to food. This letter is pasted below.

Dear Friends

I write this letter to indicate to you the power of the Supreme Court process on the Right to Food. One of our partners (a small NGO called HARD led by Sushil Sharma) reported a starvation death of a 5-year old child in Anuppur district of MP. 

Here is what my colleague Jyotsna Jain has to say (she co-ordinates the Right to Food programme at SPS):

"Dear Mihir,

I talked to Sushil Sharma about his letter. He doesn't want you to write any letter right now as the collector has responded well to his complaint. 
The whole admin is scared of receiving a letter from you so they have acted promptly. They have requested Sushil not to write to you as they are willing to cooperate. Sushil has managed to get relief for the family of the child who has died and also the local administration has promised to pay the pending NREGA wages for the whole block. They have also said that they will implement all food related schemes more rigorously in the whole block. Sushil is feeling optimistic about it. 
jo"
 

Warm regards

Mihir

7. EVENTS

* Consultation on Weavers and Artisans in era of Globalization

On 23rd July, 2007 People’s Vigilance committee on Human Rights (PVCHR),Bunkar-Dastkar Adhikar Manch, Action Aid International, India(LRO) and Asian Human Rights Commission(AHRC),Hong Kong are going to organize a state level brain storming consultation on weavers and artisans in era of Globalization. Dr. Syeda Hameed, Honorable Member of Planning Commission is chair the consultation and Mr.Sidique Hasan-convenor of Bunkar-Dastkar Adhikar Manch & Mr. Bijo Francis – South Asia Desk Officer of AHRC are going to brief about the situation and ongoing struggles.
 

Venue: Hotel Gomti, [image: image5.png]



6- Tej Bahadur Sapru Marg, 
Lucknow-226001
Date:23 July 2007
Time:11 AM to 4PM 
 
We invite you. Please accept our invitation and join the fight back the hunger and shrinking livelihood.
 
With warm regards,
Dr.Lenin
www.pvchr.blogspot.com
Add.: SA 4/2 A, Daulatpur, Varanasi-221002, UP, India

Note: Please feel free to contact on under mention numbers for any queries.

+91 9935599333, +91 9935063154
* Invitation For National Consultation on Common School System

Dear friends,

We are organizing a two-day National Consultation on  "Common School System"  to realize "The Right to Education as Fundamental Right". We are inviting those who believe and are also working for the cause of CSS on the basis of Neighbourhood schools, which are* *inevitable to achieve the goal of
equitable quality education for all children of our country. Through this consultation our endeavor would be to sort out the confusions/complications and practical questions coming around in the implementation of CSS. While, the commercialization and privatization of education is taking a leap in our country through the mushrooming of profit-making private schools and making discrimination between the rich and poor; the accessibility and equal opportunity to get quality education for common man is still a dream even after 60 years of our Independence. Indian masses are bound to get poor
quality education by state owned government schools due to the discriminatory and multi-track educational policy of the State.  The Indian State has abdicated its constitutional responsibility once again by denying "The Right to Education Bill" to bring on the floor of Parliament in spite of popular demands coming from different quarters of the society. UPA government has not shown enough will-power in this regard in the name of financial crunch, while our GDP growth rate has reached approximately 9.2%in the recent days. Now the agenda of equity in education by Implementation
of CSS has been also left out which was recommended by renowned Kothari Commission, accepted by Educational Policy, 1986 and endorsed by Parliament. Disparity between 'haves' and 'haves not' is broadly increasing within the existing educational structure widening the social segregation instead of
making integration within our Indian society which should be one of the prime goal of our educational system. Friends," Right to Education and Common School System" has now become a prominent agenda before all democratic forces of the  country that are willing to make education as political agenda in the process of building a modern country through the mass-movement. At this juncture, we should get involved all likeminded people of this country to prepare a position paper with clear-cut stand on crucial issues regarding CSS, so that we could be able to make a broader unity for achieving the goal.

 As you know friends, some of the members of PCCSS associated with "Commission on Common School System", constituted by the Government of Bihar. They have submitted their recommendations after rigorous work. They tried to suggest some solutions too, in this regard. Certainly, it would help us to enrich the debate.The consultation would be followed by prominent educationists/ academicians/ teachers unions /representatives of students and youth organizations/mass organizations/ social activists. Please inform us regarding your participation.


*Venue: Gandhi Peace Foundation, Deendyal Upadhyay Marg, New Delhi
*Date :    11-12 August, 2007

*Time: **10 A.M. to 5 P.M.*

With Regards,
Ambarish Rai
National Convener
People's Campaign for Common School System (PCCSS)
ambarish rai <amb1857@yahoo.com>

