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1. Right to Food Annual Convention, April 6-8 2007, Bodhgaya

2. National Health Assembly II, March 23 – 25 2007, Bhopal

3. Public Comments Sought On Unorganised Workers Social Security Bill 2007

4. Public Notice - Central Vigilance Committee On Public Distribution System

5. Second National Workshop On Social Audit in NREGA Works

6. Bal Adhikar Samvad Report

1. RIGHT TO FOOD CAMPAIGN ANNUAL CONVENTION 6th- 8th APRIL 2007, BODHGAYA

The third Annual Convention of the Right to Food Convention shall be held from 6th to 8th April 2007 in Bodhgaya, Bihar. Organisations committed to the right to food and work are expected to join from all over the country. The main purpose of this convention is to share experiences of grassroots action for the right to food/work, review the developments since the last convention and to plan future activities. This is also an opportunity to address the organisational issues that arise in building coordinated action for the right to food and work.

This will be an action-oriented event, with plenty of discussion groups, training workshops, cultural activities, and more. It is a unique chance for persons working on the right to food to meet like- minded people from all over India and learn from each other.  Potential issues for discussion include the various food and work schemes such as the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, the Public Distribution System, Integrated Child Development Services, Mid-Day Meals. And issues such as land rights, land acquisitions, and forest rights among others.

This is the third convention of the Campaign. The last 2 conventions were held in Bhopal (2004) and Kolkata (2005). This convention is facilitated by several country-wide networks such as the, Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti (BGVS), Human Rights Law Network (HRLN), Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA), People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL), National Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM), National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR), National Campaign Committee for Rural Workers (NCCRW), National Conference of Dalit Organisations (NACDOR), National Campaign for People's Right to Information (NCPRI), National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW) and the Right to Food Former Support Group.

The convention is being organised on a shoestring budget. All participants are expected to bear their own travel costs, and may be asked to contribute to subsistence costs, if necessary. Other costs will be met through voluntary donations with no strings attached.

If you wish to participate, please send a line to righttofood@gmail.com or call us at 011-43501335. Further details shall be circulated through the updates as well as posted on the website www.righttofoodindia.org.

2. NATIONAL HEALTH ASSEMBLY II, APRIL 23rd-25th MARCH 2007, BHOPAL

Jan Swasthya Abhiyan is organizing the National Health Assembly II from the 23rd – 25th April 2007 in Ravindra Bhavan, Bhopal. The tentative programme of the opening plenary includes: -a presentation on JSA's journey in the past 6 years -testimonies from the victims of the Industrial Genocide in Bhopal and the victims of displacement caused by the Narmada project -presentation on Impact of Globalization in dismantling of Public Health Systems.

For further details of the NHA II please contact: JSA NATIONAL SECRETARIAT, D-158, Lower Ground Floor, Saket, New Delhi-110017.

Phone Nos: 011-41664734/26524323/26524324

Email: jsadelhi@yahoo.co.in

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS SOUGHT ON UNORGANISED WORKERS SOCIAL SECURITY BILL 2007 [Contributed by Subhash Bhatnagar NCC-USW]

We wish to draw your urgent attention towards the Unorganised Workers Social Security Bill 2007 which has been put on the official Website of the Ministry of Labour, Govt. of India for inviting public comments by 15th Feb, 2007. This proposal is a gross betrayal of the expectations and genuine needs of the workers of the unorganised sector and their dependents.

The proposal has completely ignored the suggestions given by all the organizations and forums since the recommendations of the Second National Commission for Labour for a social security legislation for unorganised sector workers, such as :-

1. The Petition of over one million Unorganised Sector Workers submitted to the Committee on Petitions of the Lok Sabha on 5th May 2005. It was submitted by representatives of a rally of 20,000 workers to Parliament, under the leadership of the late Shri Madhu Dandawate. Subsequently Shri V.R. Krishna Iyer wrote to Prime Minister Shri Manmohan Singh endorsing the comprehensive Bill prepared by the National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (NCCUSW). This Bill was discussed and finalized after incorporating the suggestions of numerous organizations of unorganised sector workers

2. The Joint comments of the Sponsoring Committee of Central Trade Unions, critiques and suggestions of NCC-USW, NCL and other concerned organisations on the various alternative legislations drawn up. These legislations include the proposed Bill of the National Advisory Council, the two Bills proposed by the National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector (NCEUS) in 2005 and the one Bill proposed by NCEUS in 2006.

3. The assurance of the Labour Secretary Shri K.M. Sahani at a joint meeting (22nd Nov 05) of the Minister of Labour with representatives of NCC-USW, NCL, SEWA, NAC and NCEUS that a comprehensive bill will be drafted within 15 days for the consideration of the Committee of Secretaries, incorporating all the suggestions made at the meeting.

4. The proceedings of the tripartite committee formed as an outcome of the 40th session of the Indian Labour Conference held in December, 2005.

5. 19th Report of the Committee on Petitions of the 14th Lok Sabha (23rd Aug, 2006) strongly recommending the enactment of a comprehensive legislation covering the entire social security aspects and the service conditions of the unorganised sector workers.

6. The Joint Appeal of the representatives of Central Trade Unions, other unions and federations, organisations and movements working among agriculture workers and unorganised sector workers after the National Workshop of 19th Oct, 2006.

It appears that the persons who have prepared and cleared the 2007 draft legislation have only contempt for democratic institutions such as the trade unions, the Lok Sabha's Committee on Petitions, and the people of India. They draft legislations on their own whims and fancies, choosing to ignore the prolonged and informed public debate and consensus on the issue.

It is true that the 2007 draft legislation has dropped some of the more absurd provisions of earlier draft legislations, such as collection of one rupee per day from the workers, employers and government and the differential treatment of APL and BPL workers etc suggested by the NCEUS. But the most crucial recommendations of the

NCC-USW, NCL and the Central Trade Unions and their joint meeting have not been included in the 2007 draft legislation. These pivotal recommendations are the provision of social security along with guarantee and regulation of employment; participation of workers themselves in the implementation process through the mechanism of Tripartite Board instead of the "workers facilitation centre"; the earmarking of at least 3% of the GDP for Social Security for Unorganised Sector Workers; and a provision for this percentage to go up annually by half or one percent until a satisfactory level of social protection is reached for every man, woman and child in our

country.

In these circumstances it is very important that instead of separate, divided efforts or individual initiatives we all come together and strongly oppose the unworkable Unorganised Workers Social Security Bill 2007. We propose that all of us come together once again, as we did on 19 Oct 2006, to demand a Comprehensive Legislation.

For further details please contact: Subhash Bhatnagar <subhash.bhatnagar@gmail.com>

4. PUBLIC NOTICE - CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

(Under the order of the Supreme Court of India)

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution

Pursuant to the order dated 12th July, 2006 passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Writ Petition (C) No. 196 of 2001, "People's Union for Civil Liberties vs. Union of India and Ors"., the Government of India, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution (Department of Food) vide Notification No.6- 1 (Accommodation)/2006-BP-I1 dated 0 1.12.2006 has constituted a Central Vigilance Committee under the Chairmanship of Honlble Mr.  Justice D.P. Wadhwa, a former Judge of the Supreme Court of India, to be assisted by Dr. N.C. Saxena, the Commissioner earlier appointed by the Supreme Court, to look into the maladies affecting the proper functioning of the Public Distribution System and also suggest remedial measures.

2. While constituting the Committee, the Supreme Court observed as under:-

"We are giving this unusual. direction in view of the almost accepted fact that large scale corruption is involved and there is hardly any remedial step taken to put an end to this. The ultimate victim is the poor citizen who is deprived of his legitimate entitlement of food grains. The Public Distribution System is intended to ensure that a citizen gets the food grains at a reasonable price keeping in view the economic standards".

3. In terms of the directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, the Committee shall, amongst other things, focus on the following:-

(i) The mode of appointment of dealers;

(ii) The ideal commission or the rates payable to the dealers;

(iii) Modalities as to how the Committees already in place can function better; and

(iv) Modes as to how there can be transparency in allotment of the food stock to be sold at the Fair Price Shops.

4. The Hon'ble Supreme Court has further directed that -

(a) while dealing with the question of the mode of appointment, the Committee shall also suggest as to a transparent mode in the selection of the dealers, and

(b) The Committee shall also indicate as to how more effective action can be taken on the reports of the Vigilance Committees already appointed

5. The direction is initially given for the Government of Delhi, to be followed on all-India basis.

6. The Committee hereby invites members of the general public and organizations, with particular reference to representative bodies/interest groups/ NGOs in NCT of Delhi, to share their views and give suggestions on the problems facing the Public Distribution System in terms of the directions given by the Hon'ble Supreme Court - whether it is Fair Price Shops, Delhi State Civil Supplies Corporation, Food Corporation of India, Department of Food Supplies and Consumer Affairs, Government of NCT of Delhi, Government of India or any other authority/body concerned with Public Distribution System - through: -

E-mail at cvcpds.fpd@r;ic.in

Fax at 01 1 - 26494067

Postal representations to the Secretary to the Committee.

It will not be necessary to give the suggestions supported by affidavit. But if an allegation is made against any individual, it is to be supported by affidavit duly sworn in before and attested by an Oath Commissioner or Notary Public or Judicial Officer or any other person authorized to administer oath. Those who are desirous of Personal hearing before the Committee are requested to intimate to this effect for consideration of the Committee.

7. The suggestions/representations, addressed to the Chairman or Secretary to the Committee, should reach the office of the Committee , on or before 20th February 2007, at:

716, Mahabir Block,

Asiad Village Complex (Khel Gaon),

Siri Fort Road,

New Delhi-110049

Sd. S.C. Rawal (Secretary)

For further details on the above please contact: Anup Srivastava: righttofoodsccase@hrln.org or 011-2437854.

5. SECOND NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON SOCIAL AUDIT IN NREGA WORKS

The Ministry of Rural Development is holding the second National Workshop on Social Audit in NREGA works, from Feb 14th to 21st 2007, in Udaipur , Rajasthan. As you may be aware, the first workshop was held in Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, in October 06. The first phase relating to the practical social audit in selected panchayats from 14th February 07 to 19th February 07 in eleven different panchayats of Udaipur District is being conducted and organized by Rozgar and Suchna ka Adhikar Abhiyan, a platform of citizen groups and peoples organizations , of which the MKSS is a part. The second phase will be conducted by the government of India with inputs from state governments and civil society. It is expected that 16 states will participate, and the Union Minister for Rural Development Mr.  Raghuvansh Prasad will come for the concluding day.

For further details kindly contact: ASTHA: 0294-2440130, and 2451348, and 2451391. Email: mkssrajasthan@gmail.com and srabhiyan@gmail.com

6. BAL ADHIKAR SAMVAD REPORT

'Bal Adhikar Samvad' was conducted on the sunny winter day of 19th December 2006. A day-long meeting, it saw participation of more than 800 people, with people from about 13 states of the country and some from foreign countries too. The presence of such varied participation was evident by the colourful banners, posters, slogans and photographs that the different groups had brought with them to display at the venue. The main aim of the Bal Adhikar Samvad was to focus public attention and encourage debate on the need to ensure the nutritional, health and educational rights of children under six.

The audience was addressed by Amartya Sen, Mina Swaminathan, Jean Dreze, Shabana Azmi, Sukhdeo Thorat, Shantha Sinha, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Aruna Roy, Annie Raja, Harsh Mander, Ashok Bharti, and Sudha Sundaraman among others. The Samvad was enlivened by songs presented by BGVS and Vinay and Charul; songs were also presented by the groups from Tamil Nadu and Chhattisgarh. There were 3 plays by Mobile Creches, Gandhi Darshan Mime Group and NACDOR.

A delegation from the Bal Adhikar Samvad also met with the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and the Congress Chairperson Mrs. Sonia Gandhi. A report of this meeting is available on: http://www.righttofoodindia.org/icds/icds_index.html . Also the Prime Minister has since written a letter to the Chief Ministers of all States and Union Territories about treating the ICDS as top priority. The same is also available on the website.

The detailed report of the Bal Adhikar Samvad shall be available on the website shortly.

The secretariat of the `Right to Food Campaign' has prepared a series of PRIMERS (easy-to-read booklets) on various aspects of the right to food, like the National Employment Guarantee Act, Mid-day Meals, ICDS, and the Supreme Court Orders on the Right to Food writ petition (196/2001). These primers are written in simple language

and are ideal for training workshops, awareness generation campaigns etc.; and are nominally priced. To buy these primers please contact us at the email address given below. The National Book Trust is also printing these primers in all Indian languages.

[NOTE: These Updates are prepared by the secretariat of the right to food campaign (tel. 011-435 01335, e-mail righttofood@gmail.com), based on communications received. If you'd like to send any material for inclusion in the next Update, please send a line to righttofood@gmail.com. See also the campaign website (www.righttofoodindia.org) for the full list of earlier Updates, and plenty of information on various aspects of the right to food.]
