CAMPAIGN UPDATES: ISF EVENTS
3rd November 2006
We are sending you an update on the seminars/workshops being organized by the various networks and organizations involved with the Right to Food Campaign. Some of the events deal with the right to food issues and have hence been mentioned. These details have been taken from the ISF programme committee release. To see the complete list, please visit:  http://www.wsfindia.org/docs/2november%20final_2.30.xls or go through their website www.wsfindia.org 
For registration and accommodation queries please visit the webpage: www.wsfindia.org 
The Right to Food Campaign secretariat is organizing the following activities during ISF:
RTFC Stall: All the 4 primers prepared by the Right to Food Campaign Secretariat will be available for sale, apart from posters, RTF CD and Muster Roll Verification Guidelines.
Crèche: As part of the Right to Food Campaign (children’s issues), Mobile Creches will organize a crèche facility for the duration of ISF. Support has been lent by CR4WSF and NCC-USW. The crèche can accommodate 75 children under the age of six. The crèche will start operating from the 9th of November. It shall be open from 9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. everyday. In this period crèche will provide light snacks, play equipment and resting facilities for the children. 
As the space/number is limited, the children will be registered on a first-come-first-serve basis. The parents are required to bring 2 photographs of the children, a labeled extra set of clothing, medicines (labeled). As only light snacks are being provided, the parents are requested to take responsibility of feeding their children at lunch-time.
Seminars

(1) Poverty Estimation and Identification: 12th Evening (3.30 p.m.) at M3.
The national workshop on "Definition, Estimation and Identification of the Poor" being organized on the 12th of November by the Right to Food campaign at the ISF will be a significant intervention in the ongoing debate and discussions that are taking place on this subject in the country.

 

There are four issues that need to be discussed:

 

I. The implicit change in the definition of poverty, from calorific norm to price-adjusted consumption expenditure for the Planning Commission and some lifestyle indicators for the MoRD

 

II. The second issue in this debate is the Estimation of Poverty, particularly by the Planning Commission with the use of the data from the different Rounds of the NSS that show a continuous decline in poverty, though results from the most recent Rounds seem to indicate a deceleration in poverty reduction. The methodology and intra-Round comparability of the data set needs to be challenged. 

 

III. The third issue is the identification of the poor done by the Ministry of Rural Development on the basis of a methodology that adopts criteria that are completely different from those used by the Planning Commission to define poverty (on the basis of a calorific norm) or estimate poverty (on the basis of price adjusted expenditure). 

 

IV. The fourth aspect is the consequence of all this. There is today very little connection between the definition of poverty on the one hand and its operationalization in policy interventions, on the other. There are huge contradictions and conflicts between the nodal agencies involved in the two exercises of estimation and identification. The practical implications of this must be understood clearly. [image: image1.png]



 

 The tentative schedule and format is as follows: 
I Introduction to the issue-  Kavita Srivastava 

Planning Commission methods of the estimation of poor and the politics of keeping poverty figures low.

Suggested Speakers : Brinda Karat, Utsa Patnaik, Madhura Swaminathan, Mahendra Dev 

II BPL Survey 2002- Methodolgy , survey on the ground and challenging the Results
· Living Index: Narendra Gupta

· State representatives 
· Dalit Groups AIDWA -  Smita Gupta; Ekal Nari shakti Sangathan 

· Suggesting Alternative ways of Identification of the Poor 

· Antyodayay style of prioritising groups – Biraj Patnaik 

· Universalising all Government schemes –Nikhil Dey / Kiran Moghe
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(2)Children’s Right to Food: 11th  Evening (3.30 p.m.) at M9
· Children's Right to Food and Globalization; linking health, education and food by Kavita Srivastava. 
· Children's right to food in 11th Plan : presentation on MDM and ICDS by Prof. Jean Drèze; on crèches by Devika Singh and on IYCF (Infant and Young Child feeding) by Dr. Arun Gupta 
· Sharing from States, Chair by Annie Raja
· Reporting from RTFC secretariat on ongoing and forthcoming activities 

 (3) National Rural Employment Guarantee Act : Reviewing the Past, Planning for the Future: 11th Afternoon S11
In 2005, after a long drawn struggle by trade unions, women's organisations, political parties, student groups, NGOs and many individuals, the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 was passed with much fanfare. It took another 4 months for the Act to be notified on 2 February 2006. It is now 10 months since the Act was notified and many of us have been busy trying to get it implemented at the ground level. The experience, as many of us had suspected, has not been particularly successful. Even the Ministry of Rural Development admits that in half the financial year, till 13 October 2006, all the states together have only managed to spend less than one third (32%) of the funds given to them. On the other hand, the problems of hunger, forced migration and unemployment amongst the rural poor have continued unabated. 
The emerging fundamental challenge in implementing the NREGA is the opposition of the rural and agricultural elite in allowing the payment of minimum wages and providing work to all who demand work. In addition there are reports of administrative malfeasance and coercion to the extent of resorting to violence on activists actively involved in the implementation of the Act. 
At the same time there has been significant pockets of richness led by working class, women's and dalit organisations. Their struggles have led to a fresh spell of organising among rural workers, including agricultural workers. 
It is therefore clearly time for review. Many of us do not know the experience of other states and other organisations. Many of us also feel the need to regroup at the national level, not only for an exchange of experiences, but also to plan for the future – to plan to make the Act a reality rather than just something on the statute books. 
It is therefore with the twin purpose of exchanging experiences and planning for the future that we would like to use the Indian Social Forum as an occasion for all of us to meet with the hope of building a larger platform or campaign. 
Tentative Programme:
1. Introduction: Purpose of the meeting
2. Overview of implementation: 5 studies / other macro issues 

3. Experiences of students in monitoring 

4. Experiences of national level organisations:   NTUI 

5. State level experiences : Using NREGA for organising DLU Bidar,*   JADS,* PBKMS,*GMU,* GMS. 
6. Gender discrimination in NREGA: Women workers' experiences 
7. Muster roll verification: Jean Dreze

8. Using Social Audit for better implementation

9. Discussion on main issues to focus on and future plan 
SEMINARS BY OTHER NETWORKS

Campaign Issues In Child Health – 2006’: Organized by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (10th Nov, 12.30 – 3.30 pm, Room M12)

Judiciary against People: Recent Trends of the Supreme Court of India : Human Rights Law Network, New Delhi/ India                   Centre for Human Rights and Law (11th Afternoon S3)
Our Development and Our Rights: Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti (10th Afternoon P5)
Caste and Class Attack on Dalit Land Rights: National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights (10th Afternon M10)
Land and Livelihood Rights: Ekta Parishad and Partners (10th C1)
National Tribunal on NREGA: National Conference of Dalit Organisations (10th Afternoon C3)
The Construction Workers Act: National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (12th Afternoon M7) 
Privatisation of Water: NAPM (12th Afternoon S11)
If you will be participating in ISF we request you to inform us, because we are planning a few more activities on the sidelines:

· 2nd Preparatory meeting for the next Annual ‘Right to Food and Work’ Convention- 6th – 8th April 2007.

· Programme Committee meeting of the Bal Adhikar Samvad, 19th December 2006.
	ORGANISATION
	EVENT TITLE
	VENUE SIZE
	DATE /TIME
	VENUE NO.

	Right to Food Campaign
	Poverty estimation and identification
	200
	12th Evening 
	M3

	Right to Food Campaign & NFIW
	Children's Right to Food
	200
	11th
Evening
	M9

	Right to Food Campaign & NTUI
	National Rural Employment Guarantee Act : Reviewing the Past, Planning for the Future
	75
	11th Afternoon
	S11

	Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti
	Our Development and Our Rights
	500
	10th Afternoon
	P5

	Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India
	Optimal Infant and Child Feeding Practices
	200
	11th Morning
	M6

	Centre for Health Education Training and Nutrition Awareness
	Enhancing Children's Participation

	75
	10th Morning
	S4

	Centre for Health Education Training and Nutrition Awareness
	Promoting Child Rights, with special focus on children's rights to participation
	75
	11th Morning
	S5

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Land and Livelihood Rights - Part 1
	1000
	10th Morning 
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Land and Livelihood Rights – Part 2
	1000
	10th Afternoon
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Land and Livelihood Rights – Part 3 
	1000
	10th Evening
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Livelihood Security for the Tribals and the Proposed Tribal Bill: Part 1
	1000
	11th Morning
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Livelihood Security for the Tribals and the Proposed Tribal Bill: Part 2 
	1000
	11th Afternoon
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Livelihood Security for the Tribals and the Proposed Tribal Bill: Part 3
	1000
	11th Evening
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Land and Women's Rights: Part 1 
	1000
	12th Morning
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Land and Women's Rights: Part 2
	1000
	12th Afternoon
	C1

	Ekta Parishad and Partners
	Land and Women's Rights: Part 3
	1000
	12th Evening
	C1

	Fisher Movements Coordination of Tamilnadu & Pondicherry (FIMCOTNP)
	Theories and Practices of Sustainability - Livelihood of Fisher People
	75
	12th Morning
	S7

	Focus on the Global South – India
	Strategy Meeting on Stopping Farmers Suicide and Supporting Livelihoods 
	75
	12th Morning
	S8

	Gender, Livelihoods and Resources Forum
	Adivasi Women’s Call for Land and Livelihood Rights 
	75
	12th Afternoon
	S9

	Habitat Forum
	The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act: Towards achieving food security and sustainable habitats
	35
	10th Morning
	W8

	HAQ: Centre for Child Rights
	Political Economy of Child Budget Analysis in India Inc. 
	200
	10th Morning
	M6

	Human Rights Law Network, New Delhi/ India Centre for Human Rights and Law
	Judiciary against People: Recent Trends of the Supreme Court of India
	75
	11th Afternoon 
	S3

	India Alliance for Child Rights
	Changes for Children: Reality checks on Millennium Development Goals
	200
	10th Morning
	M14

	Jan Swasthya Abhiyan
	Campaign Issues in Child Health
	200
	10th Afternoon
	M12

	Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Organisation
	Right to Information and Democracy in a neo-liberal globalisation 
	75
	12th
Evening 
	S2

	Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathar (MKSS)
	RTI, Transparency, and Movements against Corruption
	200
	10th Afternoon
	M6

	NAPM
	Privatisation of Water
	75
	12th Afternoon
	S11

	National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (NCC-USW)
	The Construction Workers Act
	200
	12th Afternoon
	M7

	National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (NCC-USW)
	Unorganised Sector Worker Bills
	500
	10th Evening
	P4

	National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights
	Caste and Class Attack on Dalit Land Rights
	200
	10th Afternoon
	M10

	National Conference of Dalit Organisations (NACDOR) & Wada Na Todo

Abhiyan
	National Tribunal on NREGA
	1000
	10th Afternoon
	C3

	National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW)
	Women: Work and Food
	200
	10th Afternoon
	M11

	National Forum of Forest People and Forest Workers (NFFPFW)
	Workshop on Forest Rights Bill
	200
	10th
Evening
	M3

	Wada na Todo Abhiyan
	National Tribunal on NREGA - Panel 1: Andhra, Maharashtra, MP
	200
	10th Morning
	M 11

	Wada na Todo Abhiyan
	National Tribunal on NREGA - Panel 2: Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa
	200
	10th Morning
	M12

	Wada na Todo Abhiyan
	National Tribunal on NREGA - Panel 3: Uttar Pradesh, Himachal, Rajasthan, Gujarat
	200
	10th Morning
	M13


The secretariat of the ‘Right to Food Campaign’ has prepared a series of PRIMERS (easy-to-read booklets) on various aspects of the right to food, like the National Employment Guarantee Act, Mid-day Meals, ICDS, and the Supreme Court Orders on the Right to Food writ petition (196/2001). These primers are written in simple language and are ideal for training workshops, awareness generation campaigns etc.; and are nominally priced. To buy these primers please contact us at the email address given below. The National Book Trust is also printing these primers in all Indian languages. 

[NOTE: These Updates are prepared by the secretariat of the right to food campaign (tel. 011-435 01335, e-mail righttofood@gmail.com), based on communications received. If you'd like to send any material for inclusion in the next Update, please send a line to righttofood@gmail.com. See also the campaign website (www.righttofoodindia.org) for the full list of earlier Updates, and plenty of information on various aspects of the right to food.]
