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Dear Mr. Sahni,

My friends and I from the National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (NCC) express our thanks to you for giving us an opportunity to participate in the meeting you had convened in Shram Shakti yesterday (22.11.05) regarding legislative protection for unorganised sector workers. We were happy that representatives from the National Centre for Labour were also present at the meeting and shared our views on the need for a comprehensive law for these workers.

I was a little surprised that there were no representatives from any of the “recognised” central trade unions such as INTUC, HMS, BMS, AITUC ,CITU and others; perhaps, the Ministry of Labour had already had discussions with them on the subject.

We were interested to know that the forthcoming Indian Labour Conference session next month will also discuss this subject as a separate item on the agenda.

It so happened that the NCC had already convened a National Seminar today (23.11.05) in Delhi on “Comprehensive Legislation for Unorganised Sector Workers”. This seminar, which was attended by over 100 delegates from all over the country represented like National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Worker, National Centre for Labour, Self Employed Women Association, National Alliance for People Movement, National Campaign committee for Rural Workers, All India Hand Embroidery Trade Union, Lok Raj Sangthan, Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangm, Mobile crèche, several trade unions of unorganised sector worker and NGO,s from Delhi.  They were informed of the deliberations of the meeting yesterday in Shram Shakti Bhawan. After detailed discussions, the seminar overwhelmingly came to a consensus in favour of a comprehensive law, providing for regulation of employment, employment security, wages, social security, safety and health, etc. and providing for implementation of the law and schemes through tripartite boards at the State, District and lower levels , in which the workers will have a predominant voice. The law will also have to include provisions for earmarking an increasing percentage of GDP or revenue budgets of States and Centre, for meeting the provisions of the law and schemes. The meeting totally disagreed with the possibility of a separate law for social security without providing for regulation of employment .The seminar also adopted an action programme for effectuating the decisions that were taken

As far as I could recall, the conclusions of the meeting held on 22.11.05 were to the effect that NCEIUS, NAC and the Ministry of Labour will attempt a draft of a comprehensive law keeping in view the content  of the five bills currently in circulation ( including the drafts of NCC and NCL), within the next fifteen days which will reflect a consensus, for consideration later by the Committee of Secretaries. I take it that the above understanding is correct. NCC will be willing to sit in on these deliberations, if invited, and be of such assistance as would, hopefully, result in the mergence of a consensus draft, consistent with the conclusions of the seminar held today (23.11.05).

With regards

Yours sincerely

T.S. Sankaran
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