
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

For     Unorganized      Sector       Workers
Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer

                  Baba Adhav
                         
                        S. Bhatnagar

Chairman



Working President                                                        Coordinator







           
    Correspondence Address:

R. Venkataramani

    
     Geetha R.

                      B-19, Subhavna Niketan

Sr. Advocate- Supreme Court

 South Regional 

                     Pitampura, Delhi-110034

Convener



   Coordinator

  Phones: 91-11-27013523, 27022243

                                                                                                                                             Mobile: 9810810365









    Email: nccusw@vsnl.net
www.nirmana.org
                                                                                                                19th December, 2005.
   Memorandum on behalf of 37 Crores of Unorganised Sector Workers
To

The Honourable Shri Chandra Shekhar Rao 
Union Minister for Labour
Government of India.
Dear Shri Rao, 

This memorandum is being presented to you today, December 19, 2005, to remind you of the urgency of enacting legislation for the social security of India’s 37 crore Unorganised Sector Workers. 

In its Common Minimum Programme the UPA Government has stated that, “The government is firmly committed to ensure the welfare and well-being of all workers, particularly those in the unorganized sector who constitute 93% of our workforce. Social security, health insurance and other schemes for such workers like weavers, handloom workers, fishermen and fisherwomen, toddy tappers, leather workers, plantation labour, beedi workers, etc will be expanded.” 
But after two years in office the Government has still not enacted a comprehensive legislation for Social Security and Regulation of Employment in the Unorganised Sector. This is nothing but a gross betrayal of the expectations and genuine needs of the workers and their dependents. It is essential that the Government recognise the economic contribution of those who produce 65% of the GDP and allocate resources for their social security accordingly.
The 40th session of the Indian Labour Conference (ILC) held in November 2005 concluded with a call for expeditious enactment of a comprehensive law covering social security and service conditions for unorganised sector workers. The conference suggested setting up of a tripartite working committee to prepare a final draft bill safeguarding the interests of all unorganised workers, including home-based, wage workers, migrant workers and self-employed workers whose average monthly earnings do not exceed Rs.6,500. The conference suggested that this committee examine four draft bills -- one each prepared by the Ministry of Labour and Employment and the National Advisory Council and two drafts prepared by the National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector (NCEIUS).
Here we would like to recall the conclusions of the meeting organised by the Minister of Labour on 22nd November 2005 which concluded that NCEUS, NAC and the Ministry of Labour will attempt a draft of a comprehensive law keeping in view the content of the five bills currently in circulation (including the drafts of the National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers and the National Centre for Labour), within the next fifteen days which will reflect a consensus, for consideration later by the Committee of Secretaries. Unfortunately, this is not at all reflected in the conclusions of the 40th Session of the Indian Labour Conference. 

We would like to point out that the Indian Labour Conference is dominated by the central trade unions which represent principally the workers of organised industry.  Unfortunately conditions in the unorganised sector are completely different and it important while drafting pioneering legislation for this sector that these conditions (such as layers of contracting and subcontracting, piece rate employment and self employment) be clearly understood.  As representatives of numerous groups in the unorganised sector, we believe that we are in a unique position to provide the necessary perspective for drafting a realistic and comprehensive law. We have consistently campaigned for our rights over the past twenty years, beginning with construction workers in 198five and other unorganised workers since 2000.  The Labour Ministry is well aware of this fact and has in the past invited us to its consultations on the issue.   

In his letter to the Prime Minister of India, dated 13th May 2005, Justice V.R.Krishna Iyer, who is the Chairperson of the National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers, had emphasised the need to consider the NCC-USW Bill to fulfil the genuine needs of unorganised workers.

On 5th May 2005, twenty thousand unorganised sector workers from every part of the country had marched to Parliament and presented a Petition signed by ten lakh workers engaged in a wide variety of occupations and employments to the Speaker of the Lok Sabha for consideration by the Petitions Committee of the Lok Sabha. This matter is still pending with the Petitions Committee. 
Therefore, today the NCC-USW is organising a National Level Dharna of Unorganised Sector Workers in Delhi and others parts of the country to demand urgently the enactment of a Comprehensive Central Legislation for Unorganised Sector Workers including:
1) Regulation of our Employment and Wages, and Social Security -- ESI, Pension, Rights over natural resources, Complaints Committee on Sexual Harassment, Minimum Labour standards.
2) At least 3% of State & Central Revenue to be earmarked for our Social Security.

3) Implementation by Sectoral Tripartite Boards to ensure our participation at all levels from top to bottom. 
Since the proposed law is on the agenda of the forthcoming “Tripartite Working Group” which will be constituted as per the conclusions of the Indian Labour Conference, We would request you to invite representatives of NCCUSW on this committee.
Awaiting a favourable reply,

With best regards, 
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Subhash Bhatnagar  

(Co-ordinator of NCC-USW) 
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