                                          Introduction  

         We are confronted with large-scale famine, which is thrust upon people by apartheid and anti-people policies of government. India has excess food stock, more than they can store and millions of people who are facing acute hunger. The problem is of access and control over food and of poor governance. At the same time vested interests represented by powerful global players such as Monsanto and Cargill and joined by research lobbies and groups in India are taking advantage of this incompetence of government machinery and putting pressure for privatization of these essential services and change in policies. 

The situation in Uttar Pradesh becomes more severe due to geographical scale and density and sheer number of its population. In this state once known for its abundance not only poor are dying due to starvation but also farmers are committing suicides. State government continuously denies this. The recent state Agricultural policy that encourages contract farming and SEZ would further marginalize farmers and only add to pauperize starving population. 

The central and state governments are liable to implement various schemes to address the situation of hunger and to provide food security to its population. But there is total failure on part of government to address the situation and to defend and promote the food security of people of India, particularly vulnerable people. 

 We all are concerned with this existing alarming situation and are trying our best to reduce hunger and guarantee food security. To take these processes further Advisor to Commissioners appointed by Supreme Court in the matter of Right to Food called a meeting with organizations from UP in Lucknow on 12th July and on 3rd Sept., 2006. A need was felt to do a complete situational analysis of Uttar Pradesh and take a stock of gravity of food insecurity and government response to concerns raised by various organizations and measures taken to deal with it. A consensus emerged to conduct surveys and studies, formation of people’s commission, which will hold public hearings at district places finally culminating in people’s court. 

The group decided to focus on NREGS and MDM. NREGS was chosen as UP not only have the highest no of districts in which NREGS is implemented but this is the main issue where state wide data will boost people’s mobilization process to influence state policies. 

A three-tier process was proposed: --

1. Surveys in all the districts (minimum 5 Gram Panchayats representing different blocks per district.)

     Surveys to study (a) NREGS & (b) Mid day meal scheme.  

 2.  Public hearings covering as many districts as possible by People’s  

      Commission.

3. The culmination of process in People’s Court with a focus on result of the studies and findings of people’s commission and represented by people from all the concerned districts of Uttar Pradesh.

  There are various groups working on these issues and some of them are also working as an alliance but the group felt that looking at the enormity of task ahead it is better to carry this process under a banner of “Movement for right to food and employment” .

It was also decided that Arundhati Dhuru henceforth would carry this process further as Convener. A central committee comprising Sujit/Gyan (DAG), Sanjay Singh (Apda Niwaran Manch- Bundelkhand), Utkarsh Sinha (CSSR),Richa Singh (Sangtin, Sitapur) was formed to coordinate the efforts.

A meeting was held on 8th and 9th Oct. ’06 in Gandhi Bhavan, Lucknow. Jean Dreze designed the formats to study Mid-Day meal scheme and NREGS (National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme) and conducted the training. 200 activists representing more than 25 organizations and representing 35 districts participated in the training. The surveys were completed in 15 districts where NREGA is applicable and 28 districts for MDM.

It was decided to conduct Social Audit in 5 districts to supplement NREGS data. The districts were Hardoi, Sitapur, Jaunpur, Chitrkoot and Kushinagar. The training for conducting social audit was held on 6th and 7th of Feb.’07 by Shankar and Brahmachari  (MKSS), Jean Dreze and others. 

The People’s Commission hearings were held in following districts and were attended by hundreds of workers.

	Date
	District
	Organiser

	9 March
	Sitapur
	Sangtin, Asha,AIALA

	12 March
	Jaunpur
	DAG

	13 March
	Ghazipur
	DAG

	14 March
	Sonbhadra
	DAG

	15 March
	Lakhimpur Kheri 
	AIALA, DAG

	16 March
	Chitrakoot
	Vanagana, DAG

	17 March
	Sahranpur
	DAG

	19 March
	Kushinagar
	Asha, People’s Forum



	26th March
	Lucknow
	Movement for Right to food and Employment


The People’s Court was held on 26th March’07 and was attended by 3000 people from more than 20 districts of Uttar Pradesh. People’s testimonies were presented before jury compromising of Commissioner Shri. Harshmander, eminent activist Aruna Roy and was chaired by Sandeep Pandey. Additional Commissioner Rural Development Shri Chandrapal Arun represented state government. 

The hearing not only pointed out lacunas in the implementation of both NREGA and MDM schemes but it raised several issues pertaining to government apathy, hostility and it’s nexus with the vested interests.

On the other hand hearing also showed people’s determination to take this challenge as labourers come forward and resolved to stand for their rights, expose the government and “shining” lobby of contractors and politicians.

3000 persons gathering was a reflection of people’s power and therein lies the hope for future.
National Allaiance of People’s Movement (NAPM), Dynamic Action Group (DAG), Right to Food (UP), Sangtin (Sitapur), Parmarth (Orai), Asha Parivar (Hardoi, Chnadoli, Deoria and Unnao), Apda Niwaran Manch (Bundelkhand), PVCHR, Center for Contemporary Studies and Research (Lucknow), People’s Forum (Gorakhpur), Vanagana(Chitrakoot, Banda), Insaf (UP), Sai Jyoti (Lalitpur),Friends(Varanasi), Asra (Mirzapur), Gramya (Varanasi, Chandoli), CERT (Bhadohi), Sahyog (Lucknow), Ambedkar Mahasabha, Mahila Swarozgar Samiti(Sitapur), Lok Samiti (Varanasi), Savitiribai Phule Mahila Sangharsh Morcha, U.P. Khetihar evam Gramin Mazdoor Union, All India Agricultural Labourers Association.

