1.     EMBEZZLEMENT OF FUNDS IN SJRY

Block: Naugarh, District Chandauli, U.P.

Scheme: Swarna Jayanti Rojgar Yojana

Implemented by: District KVI Department, Chandauli

Year: 2005-06

· 106 women belonging to 9 SHGs imparted training in incense sticks making and dairy by KVI Department in Chandauli District between 26/11/05 to 25/1/06 for 52 days.

· Payment of Rs. 58 X 52 X 106 = Rs. 3,19,696 shown on paper to these women as compensation for participating in the training. In reality women of 4 SHGs got Rs. 500 per head and women of 5 SHGs got Rs. 700 per head. The women received a total payment of Rs. 65,200. Hence, an amount of Rs. 2,54,496 has been embezzled.
· The women were made to sign or put thumb impressions on blank vouchers.

· The District KVI Officer Prem Shankar Singh threatened to begin an enquiry into the activities of organization Varun, which has taken up the cause of women, accusing of it being involved in naxalite activities.

· The Indra SHG has only 10 members whereas while making payment 12 members have been shown. Usha Devi and Basanti Devi are not members of this SHG. Kalyan SHG has 10 members whereas 12 members have been shown on paper while making payments. Meera Devi and Maharaji Devi are not members of this group.

· Upon making the complaint the District KVI Officer has abused and threatened the women of the SHGs. He refuses to acknowledge that there has been embezzlement of funds.

· Complaint has been made from the District level to the State Government level during last year but no action has been taken in this case by anybody so far. About 80 women sat on dharna in January-February, 2007 after which the DM formed a 4 member enquiry team, including two members from the civil society, under the chairmanship of ADM. However, this team has also not begun any enquiry yet.

For more information contact Jaishankar at 9839716248.

2. NREGS IN A MUSAHAR VILLAGE, WHICH HAS WITNESSED A STARVATION DEATH

Village Doghara (Musahar Patti), Block Dudahi, District Kushinagar, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

Year: 2006-7

· Nagina Musahar died of starvation in this village. His wife Prabhawati has been given a Indira Awas house, which leaks in rainy season. An Anganwadi was started which could not continue for very long. There is no school in the village, denying the children right to Mid Day Meal.

· Rs. 3.57 lakhs spend under NREGS in this Village Panchayat so far.   In the social audit conducted in this village, the 25 villagers who were interviewed reported that they have worked only for 445 days whereas their Job Cards show 1127 workdays. Hence, an embezzlement in wages of Rs. 39,556 has taken place.

· Although about 50 women in this village are desirous of working under NREGS, only Prabhawati has a Job Card. The names of women members of the family are not mentioned on the Job Cards making it impossible for them to demand work. The Job Cards have been issued in the name of the male head of the family.

· About 25-30 villagers, including Dilip, Dhanraj, Rajkumar, Phagu, have gone to Ludhiana and Chandigarh presently in search of work. This shows that the main objective of NERGS, to provide work in the village to prevent migration, is being defeated by vested interests. Only 25 out of 105 Musahar families have been able to get their Job Cards made.

· Gram Pradhan Madhu Prasad, a dalit, is contolled by a powerful man of the village panchayat Sitaram Tiwari. This proxy Pradhan usually keeps the Job Cards with himself and makes exaggerated entries on them to siphon off wages from the scheme in all likelihood with the collusion of Panchayat and Block level officials. The actual Pradhan is reportedly paid a ‘salary’ of Rs. 3000 per month by Sitaram Tiwari in return for allowing him a free hand to run the Panchayat on his behalf.

For more information contact Keshav Chand at 9839883518.

3. MURDER OF A PERSON WHO RAISED VOICE AGAINST VIOLATION OF NREGA

Block Rampura, District Jalaun, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

Year: 2006-7

· Mata Prasad, belonging to a dalit community, was the husband of Gram Pradhan Kanti Devi of Village Panchayat Naraul. About 67 Job Cards were made in this Panchayat and 2-3 road works were completed. Villagers were getting full payment.

· 60% of the work in this district is done through Village Panchayats and remaining 20% each through Block and District Panchayats. One BDC member, Lallu Mahajan, was employing machines to perform work as part of the 20% share of Block Panchayat’s work in this village. The agitated villagers stopped this work in January, 2007.
· Lallu Mahajan was unhappy with this incident and planned a revenge against Mata Prasad. Mata Prasad was returning from Lucknow in a bus after attending BSP leader Mayawati’s rally on 1st March, 2007. He was killed on the way after a dispute with Lallu Mahajan’s people. His death was shown as if he was runover by the bus.

For more information contact Sanjay Singh at 9415114151.

4. OFFICIALS, GRAM PRADHANS, GOONS BEAT UP ACTIVISTS AND VILLAGERS DEMANDING IMPLEMENTATION OF NREGS

District Sitapur, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

Year: 2006-7

· All India Agricultural Labourers Association had been protesting in Sitapur District to get the NREGS implemented properly. They were demanding Job Cards for every family, making work available to villagers, making unemployment allowance payments in case of work being not available and compensation for photographs which villagers had gotten affixed on the Job Cards at their own expense. The photograph had to be affixed at government’s expense.

· On 8/9/06 about 700 villagers associated with AIALA were protesting at the Sidhauli Tehsil of Sitpur District to demand money for the photographs that they had gotten affixed on their Job Cards. BDO Yashwant Singh provoked President of Lekhpal Sangh Sushil Mishra to attack the villagers along with other Gram Pradhans and goons. 400 bicycles and 1300 JCs disappeared in the melee that followed. 7 burnt Job Cards were made available by CPI(ML) activist Dr. Brij Bihari.

· CPI(ML) activists Rakesh Singh and Brij Bihari were arrested and taken to Sidhauli Police Station. Rakesh Singh was beaten again inside the Police Station by police personnel Suresh Chand Om Hare and S.N. Giri after his medical examination had been conducted.

· The villagers decided to hold a protest meeting at the District headquarters on 16/9/06. Again on the provocation of BDO Yashwant Singh the Gram Pradhans attacked the peaceful protestors.
· No complaint was registered against the culprits involved in these incidents even though such a serious thing as burning of Job Cards took place inside the SDM premices.

·  Even after these protests, the situation has not improved vastly so far as the implementation of NREGS is concerned.

For more information contact Rakesh Singh at 9451524448.

5.RUMOUR THAT PEOPLE WILL BE SENT TO WORK IN IRAQ FLOATED TO SCUTTLE NREGS

Block Jakhwara, District Lalitpur, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

· In the Jairwara village Panchayat, the former Gram Pradhan Meera Shahariya got a number of people to apply for Job Cards and work at the Block office. A rumour was then floated that people will be sent to work in Iraq and Iran.

· There was a panic among people some of whom paid upto Rs. 500 to withdraw their applications for JCs and work under NREGS. This proved to be a good tactics to ensure that people didn’t demand work under NREGS. One woman reportedly committed suicide because of this.

· People have been charged Rs. 15 for the photograph and Rs. 2 for the application form for getting JCs made.

· The payment is being made according to the standard measure of 10 ft X 10 ft X 1 ft. The earth here is quite rocky and usually it takes the entire family to dig this quantity of earth for a day’s work meant for one labourer.

· No receipt being issued for the applications demanding work. Gram Pradhans refusing work claiming they do not have the money. Hardly 2-5 % people are aware about the NREGA.

For more information contact Ajay Srivastava at 9415508904.

6.WOMEN BEING DENIED WORK IN VIOLATION OF NREGA

Block Mishrikh, District Sitapur, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

· In Khanpur hamlet of Gram Sabha Mohammadnagar, six women Kamla, Ramguni, Sukhrani, Sudha, Rajrani and Kailasa went and joined the work being done on a pond on 16/6/06. In the evening the Gram Pradhan sent a message that they should not come the next day. When the women insisted on working the work was stopped on 18/6/06. Since then neither the work has been restarted nor have the women received any work.

· In Baherwa hamlet of Gram Sabha Gulriha 5 women joined a pond digging work on their own initiative in September 2006. The Gram Pradhan abused them and refused to give them work. The women continued to work for 3 days but the Pradhan stopped the work after that. Another pond digging work was started in February 2007 but the Gram Pradhan refuses to give work to women.

· In Gram Sabha Mohammadnagar four widowed women were told that if they wanted to keep their Job Cards they would have to surrender their widow pension benefit. The women panicked and tore their JCs themselves.

· During the Public Hearing on Social Audit of NREGS in Sitapur district on 9th March, 2007, the Programme Director publicly announced that he would personally ensure that women were given work in any village where 40 women were ready to work. Since then women of Serwadih, Nevadia and Allipur hamlet of Baburdipur village panchayats of Pisawan Block have been demanding work from PD as well as BDO but to no avail.

For more information contact Richa Singh at 9450462474.

     7. The unholy nexus between Administration and pradhan to resist 

       social audit  

Blocks Sandila and Bharawan, District Hardoi, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

· Social audit was conducted in Hardoi district during 25th Nov’06 to 2ndDec’06. Huge corruption was discovered in by showing exaggerated number of workdays and fake names on MRs. It has a serious implication of reducing by the exaggerated number of days the 100 days guarantee of employment to each family.

· From the beginning itself there was non-co-operation from local administration. Even after stipulated period of 3 months of filing RTI application muster roles and MBs etc were not provided. It was only after pressure from Commissioner’s office information was provided only on the day of the audit.

· Muster roles were fudged to such a extent that when people received them even ink on fake thumb impression was not dried.

· During the audit team was continuously threatened in villages named Atsaliya, Chhanoiya, Purwaman, Gogadev, Panchayat Barriya Kasimabad, Jamu, Parihawan Sekhwapur, Itaunja Shivpuri either by pradhans both real and proxy and also by VDO’s and secretaries by using abusive language or threatening villagers and also using threat of guns.
· The nexus became obvious when on 2nd Dec’07 pradhans use force to disrupt the public hearing and BDO encouraged them to do so.
· The pradhan sangh submitted the written memorandum to Commissioner threatening to stop the work and questioning right of people to conduct social audit.
For more information contact Neelkamal at 9451148061.

8. DISABLED WOMAN BEATEN WHEN REFUSED TO LIFT LOAD

Village Rawatpur, Block Khuthan, District Jaunpur, U.P.

Scheme: NREGS

· A pond was being dug under NREGS illegally on contract where labourers were expected to lift two basket load of earth simultaneously.

· When Savitri, disabled with one hand, expressed her inability to lift two baskets, she was beaten by the contractor. She received injury on her head.

· Savitri got herself treated with at her own expense, in violation of the NREGA.

· No action has been taken against people who hit her. Neither has it    been ensured that she is offered work guarantee under NREGS. 

For more information contact Usha at 9451151177.

