                  Public hearings on NREGA and MDM

A--Public Hearing on Social Audit of NREGS in Sitapur District of U.P.
 

Dated 9th March 2007

 Organisers—Sangtin, Asha and All India Agricultural Labourers Association
Jury: Dr. Hiranmay Dhar, Sujit, Dr. Brij Bihari, Arvind Murti and Sandeep Pandey

 

Official Present: R.S. Gautam, Programme Director

 

Special presence: Arundhati Dhuru, Advisor from U.P. to the Commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court in the matter of right to food.

 

Observations from public hearing:

 

(i) Not everybody who wanted Job Cards has been given the JCs. 

 

(ii) Even if the JCs are made they are kept with the Gram Pradhans or the Village Development Officers. 

 

(iii) Contractors, even though banned under NREGS, take a bunch of JCs from the Gram Pradhans or VDOs by paying a small sum per card and get the work done employing some other labourers making them work with payments under minimum wages.

 

(iv) Women are hardly being given any work under NREGS, violating the requirement of giving work to 33% women. Normally the JCs bare the names of only adult male members of the family, thereby making women ineligible to even demand work for themselves. There is a general misconception that women cannot work as much to fulfill the measurement requirement of work. The District Administration in Sitapur, after getting a survey done, has agreed to consider 60 cu ft of earthwork as a standard for 8 hours of work rather than 100 cu ft, which was prevalent earlier. However, in reality only about 40 cu ft of earthwork can be done in one day’s of work.

 

(v) Even the disabled people are not being given work under NREGS.

 

(vi) People who do not have Job Cards are being paid wages at the rate of only Rs. 40 per day.

 

(vii) People who are associated with any organization in the district, like CPI(ML), BKU (Bhartiya Kisan Union) or Sangatin, are not being given work. On the other hand it is only activists of these organizations who have put enough pressure on the district administration to ensure that NREGS is implemented properly.

 

(viii) There was a general agreement that payments should be made to the workers through individual bank accounts opened in their names.

 

 

Presentations made during the public hearing:

 

(1) Village Panchayat Mohammadpur, Village Khanpur Karauni, Block Mishrikh. Work given to people – digging of pond and tree plantation. 198 Job Cards have been made in Khanpur. Tola Ram has worked for 24 days but he has not been given wages for 3 days. The Gram Pradhan refused to give work to women. 6 women went on their own and began doing work. The Gram Pradhan refused to enter their names on the muster roll and stopped the work from next day, 18th May, 2006 .

 

(2) Village Panchayat Mohammadnagar, Block Mishrikh. Bindeshwari reported that the Gram Pradhan told 4 widows who wanted Job Cards that if they wanted to keep their Job Cards then they would have to surrender their Widow Pension. Frightened women tore their Job Cards themselves.

 

(3) Village Panchayat Simaura, Block Aliya. When Ram Pratap made an application for obtaining work under NREGS he was not given any receipt for this application. He worked for 8 days whereas 12 days have been shown on the Muster Roll against his name. His Job Cards if probably with the Gram Pradhan or the Village Development Officer.

 

(4) Village Panchayat Bulharia, Block Mishrikh. Madhurani reported that the Gram Pradhan is not giving work to women. The Job Cards are either with the Gram Pradhan or the VDO.

 

(5) Village Panchayat Ismailpur, Village Dahelra, Block Gondla Mau. Pyare Lal reported that he has not worked at all but his JC shows 7 days of work done by him. There are 35 such cases in his village. 

 

(6) Village Panchayat Udhopur Khedia, Block Hargaon. Badrunisha worked for 9 days but has been paid only for 3 days at the rate of Rs. 50 per day. She was being made to do private work of the Gram Pradhan and when she protested Rais Alam, husband of the Gram Pradhan Najma, beat her. 

 

(7) Village Panchayat Khanpur, Block Mishrihk. Kamlesh is a disabled person who was not given work by the Gram Pradhan.

 

(8) Village Panchayat Dudhnamau, Village Madhuban, Block Mishrikh. Rani, Ramdevi, Savitri, reported that the women are not being given work under NREGS.

 

(9) Village Panchayat Ashrafnagar, Block Gondla Mau. Ram Sewak reported that he worked only for 14 days but the MR shown 25 days of work.

 

(10) Village Panchayat Sahiyapur, Village Serwadih, Block Pisawan. 175 people had asked for Job Cards to be made 7 months back but they have not received their JCs yet.

 

(11) Village Panchayat Dahelra. Lalti reported that she has to go to Punjab to obtain work as there is no work being made available in her Gram Sabha.

 

(12) Netrani, Sundari, Maya and Rajkumari reported that payment of their wages is pending for 2 months.

 

(13) Village Panchayat Baburdipur, Hamlet Allipur, Block Pisawan. Ramrati reported that when 15-20 people went to demand work they were not given work. Their application and its copy were kept by the BDO. Ramrati has JCs of 250 workers with her which the VDO has been asking her to make available to him. He has withheld one day’s wages for all these workers. The workers fear that if JCs are handed over to the VDO, he’ll make fake entries.  

 

(14) Village Panchayat Kurauna, Block Gondla Mau. The people who had demanded work were not given work. Instead people close to the Gram Pradhan were awarded work. There are about 100-150 people in this panchayat who need work. The JCs are not with the workers. For 3 days of work, 18 days have been shown on MR. The JC of Avdhesh is blank. The MR shows 24 days of work done by Sriram whereas he has actually not worked at all. 

 

(15) Village Panchayat Uttar Dhauna, Block Gondla Mau. Ram Autar reported that 21 days of wages have been withdrawn illegally in his name. Aklu has not been issued any JC.

 

(16) Village Panchayat Narayanpur, Block Mishrikh. Maya Devi reported that she has worked for 1 day but the MR shows 3 days of work against her name. 

 

(17) Village Bijauli, Makrand reported that the Gram Pradhan lives in Lucknow and nobody in the village has received any work under NREGS.

 

(18) Village Panchayat Hamirpur, Block Kasmanda. 23 people made an application for getting JCs made on 8th January, 2007 but they have not received their JCs yet.

 

(19) Village Panchayat Baseti, Block Aliya. Aslam has worked for 3 months with a leave for 15 days. However, the MR shows 40 days of work. His JC is with the Gram Pradhan.

 

(20) Village Panchayat Sabelia, Block Biswan. 5 days of wages are pending for 50 workers.

 

(21) Village Panchayat Jairammau Khendwa, Block Kasmanda. In a work done for 11 days, wages for 5 days of 102 workers are pending.

 

(22) Village Panchayat Sherwadih, Block Biswan. Munni Devi reported that she has worked for 7 days but she has been paid only for 6 days at the rate of Rs. 30 per day.

 

B--Public Hearing on Social Audit of NREGS in Jaunpur District of U.P.
 

Dated 12th March 2007

Organiser-Dynamic Action Group (DAG) 

Jury: Arvind Murti, Sachin Agarwal, Sandeep Pandey, Gyan Prakash 

Officials Present: Anurag Yadav, District Magistrate and Raj Mauli, Chief Development Officer

Special presence: Arundhati Dhuru, Advisor from U.P. to the Commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court in the matter of right to food.

 

 

Observations from public hearing:

 

(1) The Job Cards are with the Gram Pradhans. 

 

(2) Number of workdays are being exaggerated and fake names of people who have not worked are being recorded on the Muster Roll, siphoning off large amounts of wages illegally.

 

(3) Gram Pradhans give work only to their favourite people. Not everybody who desires work is able to obtain work. 

 

(4) In some works upto 10% women have been given work.

 

 

Presentations made during the public hearing:

 

(1) Village Panchayat Pilkicha, Block Khuthan. Sriram Lal reported that the JCs are with the Gram Pradhan.

 

(2) Village Panchayat Pilkicha, Block Khuthan. Sabhapati Yadav reported that even though he did not work, 36 days’ of work has been shown against his name on the MR. He can sign whereas the MR shows a thumb impression against his name.

 

(3) Village Panchayat Pilkicha, Village Bihsia, Block Khuthan. Ram Kishore doesn’t have a JC. 22 days’ of wages have been withdrawn illegally in his name.  His thumb impression is also fake.

 

(4) Village Panchayat Pilkicha, Block Khuthan. Shyam Lal worked on a pond and has not obtained full wages for 24 days of work. He did not work on canal and brick road but wages for 36 days have been withdrawn in his name illegally.

 

(5) Village Panchayat Pilkicha, Block Khuthan. Ram Milan reported that in the name of 4 members of his family, a father and 3 sons, 14 days’ of wages have been illegally withdrawn.

 

(6) Lal Saheb has worked on road and pond but doesn’t have a JC. Rs. 800 have been withdrawn in the name of his wife Shakuntala.

 

(7) Indrawati reported that while her husband was not well wages have been withdrawn against his name. Now he is no more.

 

(8) Village Panchayat Rawatpur. Savitri narrated that pond was being dug on contract. It was mandatory to lift two basket full of earth on your head. When she refused to lift this much load she was beaten. She was hurt badly on the head. Got herself treated at her own expense. Savitri is disabled with one hand.

 

(9) Village Panchayat Bharkuan. Ram Soch worked for 13 days but 35 workdays are beign shown against his name on the MR.

 

(10) Village Panchayat Bhatpura. Mahendra reported that a brick road was being illegally constructed in front of his house. The Gram Pradhan had told him that this would be removed once the payments were made.

 

(11) Village Panchayat Bhatpura. Ram Surat reported that people have not received their JCs.

 

(12) Village Panchayat Khuthan. Anara Devi reported that she was not given work even after requesting. Husband doesn’t live in the village but Rs. 2030 have been illegally withdrawn in his name.

 

(13) When Yashodhara asked for work she was not given work. When she applied for her JC the Gram Pradhan asked her what would she do with her JC? Husband has not been paid for the work that he had done.

 

(14) When Sant Ram asked for MR of NREGS work for 5 village panchayats for performing social audit he was beaten by Pappu Yadav, the brother of one of the Gram Pradhans.

 

(15) Village Panchayat Dhania Mau. Sukura along with 13 women performed private work of the Gram Pradhan.

 

(16) Village Panchayat Sarokhanpur. Work was performed with machines. An FIR has been lodged.

 

(17) Village Panchayat Aindipur, Block Badlapur. Some women were photographed as working whereas they were never given any work. The men who got work are still awaiting their wages payment.

 

(18) Jamuna Devi reported that they are asked to dig 6 ft X 3 ft X 3ft earth for a full day’s wage of Rs. 58.

 

(19) Village Panchayat Udpur Belwa. Sumitra and Chamela reported that only Rs. 40 were being paid as wages for a day.

 

(20) Village Rawatpur. Basanti from Rawatpur worked for 20 days but she has not been paid her wages. Her JC shows 130 days of work.

 

(21)  Village Rawatpur. Savitri reported that she worked for 10 days but 20 workdays are shown against her name on the MR.

 

 

C---Public Hearing on status of Mid-Day Meal scheme in Ghazipur District of U.P.
 

Dated 13th March 2007

 Organiser-Dynamic Action Group (DAG)
Jury: Gyan Prakash, Arvind Murti, Brij Bhushan Dubey and Sandeep Pandey

 

Official Present: None

 

 

Observations from public hearing:

 

(1) In some of the schools MDM is not being served at all. In most others only khichdi is served. Only on special occasions puri or kheer are served. Food is not cooked according to menu. Gram Pradhans and teachers are not taking this scheme very seriously.

 

(2) The quality of food served is quite bad. Number of people including two children deposed that bad quality food is offered to animals.

 

(3) By not offering food everyday large scale corruption of conversion cost and food grains is going on. Good quality food grains meant for MDM are replaced by bad quality food grains.

 

(4) The water available from most handpumps at the schools is not of potable quality. Hardly 4-5 schools in the entire district have proper toilets.

 

 

Presentations made during the public hearing:

 

(1) Village Panchayat Bankekhurd, Block Barachawar. Parasnath Bansphod reported that MDM is served only about half the number of days in the school in his village.  The quality of the meal is bad. The children bring the plates from home. The lady who cooks belongs to Rajbhar caste (OBC). She and her helper both get Rs. 500 each as monthly honorarium.

 

(2) Pappu reported that meal is not served according to menu and usually only khichdi is served. Once or twice in a year children get kheer or puri.

 

(3) Village Panchayat Bahadurpur, Block Mohammadabad. Shivlochan reported that since July 2006 MDM has not been served for a single day in the school in his village. The teacher when asked says that the Gram Pradhan doesn’t make the food grain available to him.

 

(4) Village Panchayat Ferozepur. Dukhanti Ram and Devchand reported that MDM has not been served in the primary school in their village even for single day since July 2006. The teacher tells the students to eat at home before coming to the school.  Very few people in the village have rations cards and they do not get food grains regularly as part of Public Distribution System. Buddhu and Lalta Mushar from this village reported that they get food grains on their Antyodaya card every alternate month.

 

(5) Village Panchayat Torar, Block Kasimabad. There are 2 schools in this village panchayat.  No MDM served in one school for a single day and served for 7 days in the other school since July 2006. The Gram Pradhan says that the quality of food grains obtained is so bad that it is not worth serving to the children.

 

(6) Village Panchayat Torar, Block Kasimabad. According to another deposition food was cooked for 59 days in 2005-6 and for 67 days in 2006-7. However, the quality of food is so bad that children offer it to the animals. On 24th January the Tehsildar made an inspection of the MDM. No food was cooked that day. Even then no action taken against anybody. No food has been cooked since 21st January, 2007. The cook, Lallan Gond, a person belonging to S.C., has not received his payment of Rs. 422 from the previous year and neither for the 67 days that he has cooked during the current year. 15 OBC students and 5 SC students have not received their scholarships either in this school during the last year.

 

(7) Village Panchayat Rasoolpur Belwa, Block Sadar. Gullu Singh Yadav was informed under RTI Act in response to an application filed on 2/9/2006, upon direction from the Information Commissioner, by the Basic Shiksha Adhikari that in 2005-6 food was cooked only on 89 out of 206 days at the primary school in Chak Abdul Bahao of Village Panchayat Rasoolpur T Sheikhpur and a conversion cost of Rs. 46,740 had been transferred to the Gram Pradhan during this year. Now Gullu Singh Yadav is following up on an enquiry into the embezzlement of conversion cost and food grains which were not used.

 

(8) Village Sulemapur, Block Mardah. Geeta, a student of Class IV reported that the quality of food was so bad they she offered it to animals. Usually only khichdi is cooked and once a month they are offered puri.

 

(9) Village Panchayat Awisahan, Village Kalwra, Block Mardah. Neeraj, a student of Class V reported that the quality of food was so bad they students normally offered it to animals.

 

(10) Village Panchayat Awisahan, Village Kalwra, Block Mardah. Bhagwati Devi reported that food is not cooked properly according to the menu.

 

(11) Village Nasimuddinpur. Lalsa and Rani, students of Class III reported that food is not cooked at all in their school.

 

(12) Survey was also conducted in five Blocks, Sohawn, Gadwar, Chilkahar, Rasda and Nagra of neighbouring Ballia district. In Kharauan village of Rasda Block students threw cooked food away for 7 continuous days. The teachers do not eat the food cooked by dalit lady cook. In Nonepur village of Sohawn Block only khichdi is cooked, that too not everyday. Food is not cooked according to menu. Good quality food grains meant for the MDM are sold in black market and bad quality food grain is substituted.

 D---Public hearing on NREGA under Right to Food-District-Sonbhadra

Venue: Vivekanand Hall, Robertsganj, Sonbhadra

Organiser-Dynamic Action Group (DAG)
Date: 14th March 2007

Jury: Utkarsh Sinha, Dharmendra Rai, Gyan Prakash
Sonabhadra district ranks the highest on these two indices- (a) it is the most resource-rich district of Uttar Pradesh and (b) it has the highest proportion of tribal population. The important tribes are Kharwar, Gond, Majhwar, Chero, Kol, Bhuiya, Pathari, Dharkar, Agaria, etc. It has two sub divisions namely, Dudhi and Robertsganj and carries the major concentration of both these factors. Now, it is a well-known historical truth, and worldwide, that these two factors have rarely gone well together. The tribal habitats that were well endowed with natural/physical resources suffered the worst sort of degradation and despoliation of their ecological base and distortion of the whole ecology of social relations. The victimization of indigenous (tribal) people increased in proportion to the pace of 'progress' of economic development and 'modernization' of the region. This emerged as a major contradiction after the independence and the indigenous people in Sonbhadra are still reeling under its direct impact. The extractive phase of capitalistic development is still, churning its wheels in full swing in this part of the country; now that it has also been identified as the 'energy pack' of India, with not less than a dozen thermal power plants packed within a small area, extraction of forest based resources, of water by bunding and siphoning it off to irrigate the plains land of land rock-formation (for ballast, lime, cement), earth resource (road construction sand quarrying), leave apart the underground mineral resources and extraction of even the potential human resources, that is the large army of tender age child labourers drafted to work on the carpet looms in Mirzapur, Bhadohi, and other industrial and technical service sector activities.

A ‘public-hearing’ was organized on National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) under Right to Food Campaign at Vivekanand Hall, Robertsganj, Sonbhadra to know the current state of art of the Scheme/Act. About 500 men and women from different part of the district and adjoing Naugarh area of district Chandauli were for their testimonies before the ‘panel’ on 14th March 2007.

The some of major testimonies were: 

Dasami s/o Sampat r/o Bahuari complained to have ‘job-card’ of only two members and his Gram Pradhan denied assigning the job.

Lachi w/o Chhakauri r/o Bahuari worked for 3 days but did not have the payment.

Santoshi w/o Buddhu r/o Tiloli- All ‘job-cards’ are in possession of Junior Engineer. They did not have the payment even after two months working.

Ramkhelawan s/o Pebar r/o Basauli worked 18 days and got 450 rupees. He even does not know the rate of payment.

Munnu s/o Shivnath r/o Amdaha, Naugarh, Chandauli complained about the anomalies in measurement of work done. They even informed to Sub-divisional Magistrate (SDM) and SHO of the area and lodged the FIR.

Munna s/o Laxman r/o Nipradh told that they got payment and did for 10 days, but their names enrolled for whole month. The Gram Pradhan instructed to tell about one month job during Junior Engineer’s verification.

Prabhu s/o Ram Prasad r/o Majhgai Naugarh informed about the issuing of ‘job-cards’ to APL families also. 

Highly ambitious NREGS was launched by the government of India with a propagation to help in fighting with unemployment and poverty. The fact of life of the people of Sonbhadra region is that they were cheated repeatedly in the name of development. If they raise their voice they can be dubbed as ‘naxlities’, and if they do not they will be exploited repeatedly.           
The story is same in case of NREGS also, general complaints of the affected persons includes - job cards are not distributed properly, if distributed they are possessed either by Pradhan, secretary or Jr. engineer, if distributed poor people are not getting work, if some them got work they were not paid properly. In total, like other government programs NGEGS has simply provide another tool for cheating of poor and tribals of district. 

E---Public Hearing on Social Audit of NREGS in Lakhimpur Khiri District of U.P. 

 

Dated: 15th March 2007

 Organiser- All India Agricultural Labourers Association, Dynamic Action Group

Jury: M.R. Sharma, Dr Rajhans and Sandeep Pandey

 

Officials Present: The District Magistrate and the Chief Development Officer met the members of Jury and Advisor to Supreme Court Commissioners after the public hearing. They gave the excuse of code of conduct being in force due to declaration of assembly elections for not coming to the public hearing.

 

Special presence: Arundhati Dhuru, Advisor from U.P. to the Commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court in the matter of right to food.

 

Observations from public hearing: 

 (1) No unemployment allowances are being given to workers who have demanded work but have not being given work.

(2) When even the Panchayat Mitras do not have access to the Muster Rolls how may we expect the ordinary villagers to see what entries are being made in the MRs in their names. 

(3) The officials and people’s representatives have complete disregard for this Act and are just treating this scheme like any other government scheme and expecting commissions to be paid in every money transaction.

(4) The right of women and disabled people to obtain work under NREGA is being disregarded.

 

Presentations made during the public hearing: 

(1) In Village Panchayat Aliyapur of Block Pasgawan 500 workers had demanded work in form of a written application in September, ’06. The estimate for a brick road and culvert for Rs. 3.26 lakhs had already been approved by the DRDA. However, the BDO and the Block Pramukh wanted a commission. The Village Pradhan Aasa Ram complained to the DM as well as the Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India. The minister, Raghuvansh Prasad Singh has promised a enquiry in the matter. 

(2) Bikau from Village Panchayat Gum, Block Pholkhed that work was being done on contract basis, women are not being issued JCs and he himself doesn’t have a JC.

(3) Jabirullah Khan from Village Panchayat Ghutna Bujurg, Block Lakhimpur reported that the JCs were kept with the Gram Pradhan and work was offered to only the people who were in the good books of the Pradhan. 

(4) Ashok Kumar, a Panchayat Mitra from Village Panchayat Uchaulia of Block Pasgawan made a shocking revealation that he himself has not seen a Muster Roll so far.  He said that people who had not worked were shown to have worked for 30-40 days on their JCs. A total of 363 JCs were made. He also reported that the VDO Lachchu Ram had accepted Rs. 100 per card for making 20 JCs. He was expected to do the private work of Gram Pradhan and the VDO. He had not yet received an official letter of appointment and had not received his salary of Rs. 2000 per month after a payment for the months of September-October, ’06.

(5) Another Panchayat Mitra Umesh Dubey of Village Panchayat Jamunia Sahwaz of Block Pasgawan too reported that he had not seen a MR. Instead of getting to work on NREGS for which they have been employed they are asked to perform other jobs.

(6) Uma Shankar of Village Mainhan of Block Misauli reported that the JCs were with the VDO. 200 JCs were made. A work was given for 6 days. But the work is being done on contract. Brick road laying and tree plantation work was done.

(7) Ram Prakash of Village Pakaria Salliya of Block Bigua is a disabled person but he doesn’t have a JC. In his village people have lost their land to the Sharda river. Farmers have become labourers but still only 2 people in his village have received JCs.

(8)  Rak Kumar Singh from Village Jagdevpur of Block Bigua reported the 7 JCs have been made in his village.

(9) Shravan Shukla of Village Panchayat Aliyapur, Block Pasgawan reported that there were only 2 women labourers out of 50 who obtained work in the village. An unemployment allowance of Rs. 6-7 lakhs is due to the people who had demanded work but were denied. 

F---Public Hearing o Social Audit of NREGA in Chitrakoot District

Date: March 16th 2007

Place: Civil Court Premises, Chitrakoot

Organiser-- Vanangana, Dynamic Action Group and Dalit Mahila Samiti
Government Representative: District Development Officer

Peoples Tribunal: Jean Drez, Arundhati Duru and Ashok Awasthi

Participants: More than 500 peoples from Chitrakoot, Pahari, Ramnagar, Mau, Kotari, Miyaganj and Manikpur Blcok 

NREGA Issues:

Most of peoples were not aware about their rights provided under NREGA.

Many people had heard about NREGA but they did not applied for Job Card. Those, who applied are still waiting for job card.

Those, who got job card did not get job under NREGA.

 Name of all adult family members especially of women are not mentioned in job card. No job cards were issued on the name of women headed family.

In most of cases labourer himself paid for photographs. 

In most of cases job card were with Pradhans. Pradhan were the main occupant of job card in many villages labourer even has not seen their job cards.

In most of Gram Panchayats, job card were either b lank or filled in a single stroke for several days.

There were many discrepancies regarding muster roll. In social audit conducted for muster roll verification, it was found that not in a single case muster roll were on work site. Pradhan has muster roll to his home. These were flawed filled.   

Muster roll shows hefty    payments to labourers, but in practice labourers got very little payments.

Signature and thumb impression on job card and muster roll were fudged. Many labourers even did not know that they have to sign on muster roll.

Job was given on fake names, even those peoples who were not living in village for a long time.

Many job cards were prepared on the name of migrated families.

Women labourers were denied to job. The reason behind this observable fact they were perceived as less efficient worker.

There was not a single case of job given to physically challenged person.

There were a large number of complaints regarding discrimination for allotting job among different social groups.

Peoples Concerns: 

 Harishankar of Bhawanri Village- Manikpur Block applied for job card on April 30th , 2006 but yet get job card.

Bodhilal of Kotiliyahi Village-Manikpur Block worked in December 200, but did not get wages till March 16. 2007.

Pradhan and secretary are alleged by peoples that they are making fake job card and drawing money on their account. 

Chander sing of Pahari block did not get payment against job which he had done in November.

72 Labourers from Akbarpur village of Karvi block demanded for job card  at tahseel diwas but they did not get even after three months passed.

Santosh of Bhuhari Village-Phahri Block was beaten for pressurising for job card.

In Semardahah village officially 118 job cards were issued but villagers were unaware about there job cards.

 In Garhchapa village 114 job cards were issued, but only 10 families had it.

Offcial Response:

D.D.O. himself accepted incidences of corruption and misconduct.

He accepted that there are political pressure.

He promises for appropriate action.

He assured for necessary action against culprit.
G---Public Hearing on status of Mid-Day Meal scheme in Saharanpur District of U.P.
 

Dated 17th March 2007

 Organiser-Dynamic Action Group

Jury: Dr. Hiranmay Dhar, Balwant Singh, Ramesh Gautam, Ram Kumar

 

Official Present: None

A public hearing on mid day meal was organized at the convention hall of the Rotary club in Saharanpur near the Saharanpur railway station. The medium sized hall was well attended by the students, their parents and teachers as well as NGOs and the activists working on this question of mid day meal in the Saharanpur districts for quite some time. 

The school children were invited to narrate their experience about the midday meal in their schools. The children were mainly from the Prathamic Vidyalaya of Shekhpur village and a few from other villages from the neighborhood of Saharanpur. We submit below a sample of recorded statement made by the students :

We asked them the following questions : 

                                 Their name 

                                 Their age 

                                 Their class 

                                 When they eat before coming to school? 

                                 When they get their food in the school? 

                                 How is the food? 

                                 When their teaching starts at school and when it ends? 

                                 Do they have to help in cooking the food? 

We quote below a sample of their reaction to our questions : 

                                 Name : Deepak Kumar 

                                 Age : 10 years 

                                 Class : 3rd 

                                 When they eat before coming to school? - At 9 o’clock in the morning.. 

                                 When they get their food at the school? - At 1 pm usually 

                                 How is the food? Not good 

                                 When their classes start at the school? - At 10 am and continue till 12 o;clock. 

                                 Do they have to help in the cooking ? - He said he has to fetch water for the cooking and the girls usually help in cooking rice. 

( Note : During the interview it was found that the boy can not read Hindi letters properly. On enquiry he said the classes are not held regularly in the school as the ‘ masterji’ and others do not take the classes as he remains busy in arranging food.)

This was followed by interview of a girl called Rinki of the same school. The details are the following :

                                 Name : Pinki 

                                 Age : 12 years 

                                 Class : 5th. 

                                 When they eat before coming to the school? - At 9 am 

                                 When they get their food in the school? At 1 pm usually 

                                 How is the food? Bad 

                                 When their classes start at the school?- At 10 am and continue till about 12 o’clock. 

                                 Do they have to help in the cooking? – He said he has to help in fetching the water and cooking food. 

 This interaction with the students were followed by the presentations by various activists and NGO personalities present there who discussed in some details the situation regarding midday meal in their area. The problems they mentioned were similar in nature and there were no success stories any where in the region. The gist of these discussions is as follows 

This mid day meal program has replaced the books at the hand of the children by the begging bowl. It should be discontinued. This was the telling refrain of almost all the speakers in the hearing. 

The argument is based on the ground that (a) the food is not good; (b) it is not given on time (c) it is not adequate and the students are always refused the second filling; (d) the students are made to work in food preparation like the fetching of water and /or cooking the rice 

As it is the village primary school teachers are made to do various kinds of work like the work for census operation etc. Now they to spent their time in making the food, which is affecting the studies.

It has universalized the corruption. The grain supplied by the government is invariably sold in the open market and inferior quality grain are given to the school. The participants brought samples of grain supplied to the school, which are found inferior in quality. A sordid nexus has developed between the grain dealers, Pradhan and the teachers.

The job of cooking is usually given to the person who is in the good book of the Pradhan or his/ her relations. 

While the food is meant for the children of all castes, in most of the schools the children of the untouchables are made to sit in separate rows by the teachers.

While food is the constitutional right of the people, the mid day meal has reduced the to beggary. It should be discontinued. Instead the emphasis should be on studies. If the children are educated and they have employment they can have income and they can have food. This was the vein of the argument of almost all speakers in the hearing. This was also the argument of the women folks attending the hearing. 

At the end of these presentations there was a close interactions between the participants and the jury about the possible course actions under the situation to make the mid day meal program more useful. It was argued that great deal of efforts by social activists, NGO personalities etc. have gone into to make the government introduce this program so as to improve the nutritional value of the food for the poor as also to improve the retention of the poor students in the schools. There are also not too insignificant number success stories in other places where there is public pressure. It was suggested that the villagers , especially the women folks from the poor classes and the Dalits should be persuaded to supervise the arrangements regarding the meals in the schools at the mid day. 

H---Public Hearing on Social Audit of NREGS in Kushinagar District of U.P.
 

Dated 19th March 2007

 Organiser—Asha, People’s Forum

Jury: Manoj Singh, Narendra and Sandeep Pandey

 

Official Present: None

 

Public hearing was held in village Doghara near Turkpatti in Kushinagar district where Nagina Musahar had died due to starvation. 

Observations from public hearing:

(1) From among 105 families living in Doghara village only about 25 have got Job Cards.

(2) Names of male head of the family are mentioned on the JCs. Prabhawati, wife of Nagina is the only woman possessing a JC. Another 50 women from the village desire to work under NREGS.

(3) About 25-30 villagers including Dilip, Dhanraj, Rajkumar, Phagu are presently away in Ludhiana and Chandigarh in search of work. This is a clear proof that NREGS has failed in its basic objective of preventing migration of workers from villages.

(4) The village doesn’t have any school or anganwadi programme.

(5) Embezzlement of about Rs. 40,000 has taken place based on the data presented in the following table. The village panchayat has spent a total of Rs. 3.57 lakhs on NREGS. The Gram Pradhan Madhu Prasad is a dalit, however the Panchayat is controlled by one Sita Ram Tiwari.

Presentations made during the public hearing:


The testimonies of labourers are recorded in the following table. 

	S.N.
	Name of Labourer
	Job Card No. 3172014033-
	No. of days on JC
	No. of actual days
	Comments

	1.
	Harhangi
	0020
	63
	28
	

	2.
	Baharan
	0007
	63
	7
	

	3.
	Maniraj
	0021
	63
	21
	

	4.
	Nathuni
	0008
	
	28
	Pradhan could not record days on JC as Nathuni was away.

	5.
	Hiralal
	0020
	14
	8
	

	6.
	Ghughali
	0094
	63
	28
	

	7.
	Nandlal
	0016
	63
	21
	

	8.
	Ram Chander
	0111
	7
	7
	

	9.
	Prabhawati
	0118
	49
	31
	

	10.
	Asharfi
	0107
	7
	5
	

	11.
	Maniraj
	0027
	14
	8
	Left work due to pain in leg. Rs. 2500 spent on treatment by borrowing.

	12.
	Rajkumar
	0109
	42
	28
	

	13.
	Mitai
	0022
	14
	8
	

	14.
	Janu
	0023
	14
	7
	

	15.
	Kishundhari
	0005
	63
	24
	

	16.
	Sawanru
	0024
	63
	28
	

	17.
	Mahajan
	0009
	63
	15
	

	18.
	Harihar
	0013
	63
	28
	

	19.
	Bhrigurasan
	0004
	63
	7
	

	20.
	Badhu
	0015
	63
	24
	

	21.
	Manager
	0026
	63
	21
	

	22.
	Chandrika
	0019
	14
	7
	

	23.
	Purnawasi
	0012
	63
	8
	

	24.
	Girdhari
	0105
	56
	28
	

	25.
	Kailash
	0003
	63
	21
	


I---Comprehensive People’s Court on NREGS, MDM and other schemes meant for the poor in U.P. 

 

Dated: 26th March 2007

 Organisers—Campaign for Right to Food and Employment

Attented By 3000 people.

Jury: Aruna Roy, Harshmander (Commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court in the matter of right to food), Arundhati Dhuru, S.R. Darapuri, Sandeep Pandey

 

Official Present: Shri Chandrapal Arun, Additional Commissioner, Rural Development, Government of U.P.

 

Observations from public hearing: 

(1) Government officials try their best and would go to any extent to cover up the corruption and shield the corrupt. It is very difficult to get any action taken against anybody who is involved in corruption.

(2) Government officials and people’s representatives are not very serious about implementing the NREGS. They are treating this as any other scheme and busy fudging the data on paper to make illegal money.

(3) NREGS has failed to check migration of workers from the village which was one of the basic objectives of the scheme.

(4) The government officials as well as people’s representatives are insensitive towards women and disabled people when it comes to giving their due under NREGS.

(5) Inspite of the provision of social audit under NREGA, officials and people’s representatives fail to see its spirit and refuse to be held accountable and bring transparency in the system.

 

Presentations made during the public hearing: 

(1) Block Naugarh, District Chandauli. Women of SHGs complained that they have been cheated of Rs. 2,54,496.00 as payment of pending wages for a training programme organized by the district KVI department. The official involved in corruption now threatens the women as well as the organizations helping the women to raise this issue with dire consequences. Inspite of complaints filed from the district to the state level no action has yet been taken to either punish the guilty officer or ensure payment of pending amount to the women.
 
(2) Village Doghara, Block Dudahi, District Kushinagar. Embezzlement of Rs. 39,556.00 has taken place in a NREGS work in this village by recording exaggerated number of days on the Job Cards of 25 villagers. Majority of the families, including their women members, who are desirous of working do not have a JC. A hunger death has taken place in this village. Still NREGS fails to prevent migration of workers from this Musahar village. The dalit Pradhan is controlled by a powerful Brahmin, who keeps all the JCs with himself.
 
(3) Village Panchayat Naraul, Block Rampura, District Jalaun. Husband of Gram Pradhan from dalit community had to pay the price with his life on 1/3/2007 for stopping machines employed by a BDC member in a NREGS work in January.
 
(4) District Sitapur. When villagers part of an organization demanded work, payment for photographs, according to the rules of the scheme, affixed on their Job Cards at their expense and unemployment allowances, they were first beaten up by Lekhpals and Gram Pradhans on 8/9/2007 at Sidhauli tehsil and then on 16/9/2007 at the district headquarters. Some of the JCs were even burnt and many disappeared in the melee.
 
(5) Village Panchayats Mohammadnagar and Gulriha, District Sitapur. Gram Pradhans of these two panchayats stopped work when two different set of women asserted their right to obtain work under NREGS. Four widowed women from Mohammadnagar were told they would have to surrender their pension benefit if they wanted to work under NREGS. The women tore their JCs themselves.
 
(6) Block Jakhwara, District Lalitpur. To discourage villagers from applying for JCs or demanding work a rumour was floated that people will be sent to Iraq for work under NREGS creating a panic among the people who had submitted their applications. At the piece rate payment of wages one entire family has to work to earn the wages of one person.
 
(7) Blocks Sandila and Bharawan, District Hardoi. Gram Pradhans tried their best to disrupt the social audit process of NREGS done in about 50 Village Panchayats as well as the Public Hearing held at the end of the social audit at Sandila tehsil in the presence of Commissioner, Rural Development. They handed a memorandum to the Commissioner threatening to stop work under NREGS if social organizations continued to ‘humiliate’ them (read expose their corruption). 
 
(8) Village Rawatpur, Block Khutahan, District Jaunpur. A disabled woman was beaten by the contractor when he insisted that she would have to life two basket loads of earth if she wanted to work under NREGS and she expressed her inability to do this. No action has been taken against the contractor nor has she been provided work.
