Follow up of the Fact Finding Report

TN-FORCES met the Government officials namely, Secretary of Rural Development, Government of Tami Nadu, Mr. Ashok Varadan Shetty, I.A.S, Director of Rural Development Mr. J.Radhakrishnan, I.A.S. Additional Director of Rural Development, Mr.Rajendra Ratoo. I.A.S and Joint Secretary of Rural Development Mr. Thiagarajan on 25th September 2006 at 11.00 am.

From TN-FORCES side, Mrs. Mina Swaminathan, Ms. Geetha Ramakrishnan, NMPS, Mrs.Gomathi Kannappan, NFIW and my self, Convenor TN-FORCES were present during the discussion.

Government accepted NREG scheme had not taken off properly till 13-05-2006. The delay in implementation is due to State Election. The data shows that only 963 works were taken up in 924 Village Panchayats, out of 3,830 Village Panchayats and the total expenditure incurred was only Rs. 3 Crores. At present after the D.M.K. Government sworn in they stepped up NREG scheme.  Currently 3,438 works are under progress in 3,024 Village Panchayats and the incurred expenditure of Crores 19.94. Till date 8.34 lakh households have been registered and 7.79 lakh households have been issued job cards. 

A Separate Rural Schedule of rates has been approved exclusively for this scheme in G.O Ms.77 Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Department dated 14-07-06 thereby removing a major hurdle in getting the minimum wage of Rs.80/- per day after working for seven hours per day.

A 25 member Tamil Nadu State Employment Guarantee Council has been constituted vide the G.O Ms No. 117 Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Department dated 14-9-2006 to monitor and review the implementation of the scheme. Government is going to sanction an additional technical and computer staff at Block level and Panchayat level.

At present Local Bodies election is going to be held on October Second week. TN-FORCES will do another Fact Finding in the month of January, 2007.

