MUSTER ROLL VERIFICATION

(Batauli Block, Surguja District, June 2007)

The survey of NREGA in Surguja included a verification of muster rolls for 9 randomly-selected worksites in Batauli Block.  For each muster roll, a random sample of 30 labourers was drawn.  We were able to verify the muster roll details for 109 of the 270 randomly-selected labourers (other labourers were not available or could not recall the payment details).  Taken together, these 109 labourers had been paid Rs 123,121 according to the muster rolls, and Rs 116,175 as per their own statements (see attached sheet for details).  In other words, 95% of the money paid to labourers according to the muster rolls has actually reached them.

This confirms that the use of job cards and other transparency measures have led to a big decline in the extent of corruption (earlier investigations of this kind in the same area had uncovered massive fraud).  Of course, even 5% leakages are unacceptable.  The remaining leakages should be eliminated by further strengthening the transparency safeguards.  For instance, muster rolls should be kept at the worksite, as required under the Act.

MUSTER ROLL VERIFICATION: SUMMARY

	Gram Panchayat
	Number of workers for whom information could be verified
	Total wages paid (Rs.)

	
	
	According to the muster rolls
	According to the labourers*

	Jhargawa 

(road construction)
	16
	30,750
	27,117 

(88%)

	Kardana

(road construction)
	7
	15,094
	14,552

(96%)

	Govindpur

(road construction)
	12
	12,759
	11,091

(87%)

	Belkota

(talab)
	5
	3,695
	3,807

(103%)

	Kunkuri

(road construction)
	18
	11,524
	8,830

(77%)

	Khaddhova

(road construction)
	6
	6,263
	5,392

(86%)

	Silma

(road construction)
	16
	18,162
	17,962

(99%)

	Telaidhar

(road construction)
	16
	13,345
	17,883

(104%)

	Nakna

(talab)
	13
	11,529
	10,341

(90%)

	All sample GPs
	109
	123,121
	116,975

(95%)


*In brackets, ratio of labourers’ statement to muster rolls.

