Munni, a widow from Mohana, has no card at all. She has no children and does chikan


embroidery earning between 5 - 10/- a day. Hasina and Vahidan who have no land and


are agricultural labourers have BPL cards. Madhurani, a widow, who has 2 bighas of


land has a red card in her own name. Chandrakali and Swabhavati from the same village


who have no land and have not had any work this year either have BPL cards. They do


odd jobs like weaving chair-seats. Sabira had a BPL card but a year and a half ago when


there was a big crowd at the ration shop because kerosene had come after some time, the


shopkeeper, in a fit of anger, threw all the ration cards at the crowd. Hers along with


some others’ got lost and she has been unable to get a new one issued.


Here also there was not a single widow who was getting a pension.


Our last visit was to Kathwara village also in Lucknow District where our meeting took


place in the dalit part of the village which is dominated by Thakurs who own all the land.


Here there were about 30 women. 10 of these were widows out of whom 5 were getting


pensions only due to the efforts of the AIDWA unit.


Hardei who owns 8 kuchha biswas of land and works as an agricultural worker mostly in


potato cultivation has an APL card; Kisuma and Mohini, both agricultural workers, do


not have red cards. Shivrani, a widow, who sometimes gets stale scraps of food from one


of her sons, has no card or pension. Shanti, whose husband is unable to work after an


operation, is an agricultural worker who has been issued an APL card. Ramkali w/o


Kadeele has a BPL card but her son, Pohakar, has been issued an APL card because he


has four sons! Lajjavati, an agricultural worker who complained that their meagre wages


were often not paid for many days, has an APL card.


The struggle for food security through the demand for affordable foodgrains is going to


be conducted all over the State by the AIDWA. The following demands have been


formulated as the focus of the agitation:


1. Villages identified by AIDWA to be surveyed again. Activists to be contacted and


involved in the process;


2. All families below the poverty line to be issued Antodyaya (red cards) at least for the


next one year;


3. All widows to be issued Antodyaya cards;


4. The quality of foodgrains issued to be ensured;


5. Foodgrains used as payment for development work carried out by the


Govt./panchayats etc to be valued at 2/- a kilo;


6. Joint pattas to be issued whenever land is distributed to the landless.


