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Press Release

The Truth About Employment Guarantee Works: Findings from the Manohar Thana Public Hearing in Jhalawar, Rajasthan

Lakhs of Fraud in Material Supplies Unearthed! Money Extorted for Job Cards!
Dead People on Muster Rolls! 
“Earthern Pots” Scam!
State Government Absents itself from Jan Sunwai
Manohar Thana, February 9, 2008: Significant corruption in material supplies on employment guarantee works in five panchayats in Manohar Thana block, Jhalawar, Rajasthan uncovered by the social audit organised by the Rozgar Evum Suchna ka Adhikar Abhiyan posed a new challenge to the successful implementation of the scheme in the Chief Minister’s home district and raised a big question mark over the development claims in Jhalawar.

The findings that emerged from the social audit in Manpasar, Banskheda, Banskedi, Jawar and Awalhera panchayats presented at a public hearing here yesterday provided the answer as to why the sarpanchs had earlier resisted the documents from being made public and why they had gone to the extent of adopting violent means to stop the social audit.  
Significantly, the state government was conspicuous by its absence at the day-long public hearing. Although there were three Central Employment Guarantee Council (Rural Development Department Government of India) members Aruna Roy, Jean Dreze and Annie Raja as well as Technical Inspector, Vigilance Commission Vijay Kumar present and despite invitations to the state government, no representative from the government participated in the public hearing and people speaking from the manch repeatedly raised this pertinent question – why didn’t the state government come?
A total embezzlement of 14 lakh 78 thousand and 223 rupees (Rs 14,78,233) in materials supplies relating to 15 different employment guarantee works in 14 villages of the 5 panchayats was established at the jan sunwai on 8th February at the Krishi Mandi Premises, Manohar Thana in front of thousands of people who had gathered there.
Besides large-scale frauds in material supplies, an across-the-board lack in transparency in employment guarantee works clearly emerged. There were no boards (displaying details of the ongoing works) sighted anywhere. In Bakani village, Gorband panchayat, 5 dead people were found in the muster rolls. In Awalhera panchayat, muster rolls were being fudged with names of all the members of the sarpanch filled in! The entire village’s muster rolls had been fudged. A scam in pots for providing water to labourers also came to light – while it was shown that many pots had been ordered, women testified that they were no pots on the site and they had to bring water in plastic cans. Rates ranging from Rs 70- Rs 500 were being “charged” for making job cards in Punyakheri village. Dalits were especially being targetted; they were either denied job cards or being asked to pay up up to Rs 1000 for making them.
During the jan sunwai, it was resolved to demand for separate job cards for single women, boards at worksites and an increase in the honorarium for sarpanchs and ward panchs and strengthen the social audit process. The violent incidents at Banskhedi, Guradi and Banskhera on February 3rd at the beginning of the social audit were strongly condemned. At the same time the quick action taken by the adminstration in the wake of these incidents was commended, demanding that those indulging in these acts be severly punished.

Panelist Annie Raja termed the instances of demanding money for making employment guarantee job cards as a terrible violation of the NREGA. She viewed the absence of state government representatives at the jan sunwai gravely and said that the state government is not extending any help for the social audit. “The chairs (meant for the state government representatives) are empty today because they want to save themselves from any accountability, but their absence itself amounts to an acceptance of the frauds,” she said. 

Council member and social activist Aruna Roy said that social audits bring the truth to light and thereby strengthen democracy. The fact that so many people spoke out with determination, fearlessly and honestly at the public hearing shows that corruption will be exposed and people will not let it happen. “The voice of truthfulness cannot be stopped by violence,” she said. 

Economist and Council member Jean Dreze stressed on ensuring that the central guidelines on NREGA are followed and cautioned that there were vested intested trying to rubbish the programme on the grounds that all the money alloted under this scheme was going down the drain. “This makes it all the more important to prevent corruption in NREGA,” he said. He also presented and discussed the findings of a study in 10 randomly selected panchayats in the block.
Jaipur-based activists Renuka Pamecha and Sawai Singh also addressed the jan sunwai. Gulabchand, husband of the Banskheda sarpanch Champa Bai tried to offer some clarifications but was quickly put in place by some of the women present at the jan sunwai.

Many songs and slogans in support of the NREGA and Right to Information were also sung during the jan sunwai. The jan sunwai proceedings were coordinated by Nikhil Dey (MKSS) and Devendra Sharma (Hum Kisan Sangathan, Jhiri). A report based on the findings of this social audit presented at the jan sunwai requesting action will soon be presented by Aruna Roy and other Abhiyan members to the district Collector Jhalwar, Vaibhav Galaria.
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Note: for detailed case studies, please refer to the Hindi press release mailed to you earlier. An English version will also be sent to you later. 

