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PRESS RELEASE
NREGA Social Audit in Jhalawar Resumes Peacefully
Teams Visit Worksites Along with Government Representatives, Police Patrol  

Jaipur February 5, 2008: After a day of long negotiations and dialogue between the Abhiyan members, administration and representatives from opposing groups such as the Sarpanch Sangh yesterday, the social audit of NREGA works in Manohar Thana block that could not take off due to unrestrained violence against activists on February 3rd was peacefully resumed today. 

In all, eight teams – 5 social audit teams, one research team and two “mobile” teams that went around all five panchayats – set off to the chosen panchayats in Manohar Thana block, Jhalawar district to start the process of verification of records pertaining to NREGA works. Noted social activist Aruna Roy also visited the panchayats as part of one of the mobile teams. Each team was accompanied by a senior officer in the Rajasthan adminstration, and a police patrol car. Besides this, twelve camera teams (six from the government side and six from the Abhiyan) also went along with the audit teams. “There were no untoward incidents reported, on the contrary, the teams were welcomed in the villages and led to the worksites, where they also met and spoke to a number of labourers without constraints,” said Abhiyan member Suchi Pande.

The Jhalawar Collector, SP and SDM are reported to be stationed at Manohar Thana today also.
The decision to resume the social audit was taken yesterday at the SDM’s office in the presence of the District Collector, SP and other senior police officers, the MLA Jagannath Verma, the Pradhan of Manohar Thana, the Adyaksha of the the Sarpanch Sangh, seven sarpanches and Abhiyan representaives where the concerns of both sides were discussed and sorted out. 
A silent protest march to condemn the violent incidents in Banskheda, Banskhedi and Guradi villages on February 3rd where activists were badly assaulted with lathis and stones was also taken out last evening. The activists marched from Agarwal Dharmshala (where they are stationed) to the SDM’s  office, holding banners that carried slogans like “Hamara Nara – Bhaichara” and “Prem se Kaho Hum Insaan Hein” written on them.

Speaking prior to the rally, Aruna Roy addressed the gathering of social audit participants saying, “the aim of the Jhalawar social audit is to ensure that funds under the employment guarantee scheme reach the truly poor in villages.” She clarified that the Abhiyan was not a political party, nor did it have any political affiliations. “The Abhiyan has successfully carried out social audits in Dungarpur, Udaipur, Karauli and other NREGA districts with the cooperation of the adminstration, elected representatives and local people and the present social audit in Jhalawar is simply carrying forward this larger process,” she added.
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