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PRESS RELEASE
Information Impasse Ends; Social Audit Work Begins in Full Swing
Jaipur, February 2, 2008: The first deadlock over the Jhalawar social audit of NREGA works was broken late last night as information for one of the five panchayats in Manohar Thana block demanded by the Rozgar Evum Suchna ka Adhikar Abhiyan trickled in, with documents pertaining to another two panchayats provided this morning. Information on the remaining two panchayats is expected by evening today.

Around 300-400 people who have gathered in Manohar Thana, Jhalawar from various districts of Rajasthan, as well as other states like Uttar Pradesh began work on consolidating the information last night itself. Among those participating in the social audit include students from the National Law University and the G.B Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad. The process of consolidation of the muster rolls and other information is expected to be completed by today and the social audit teams will move out to the five chosen panchayats - Jawar, Manpasar, Banskhedi, Banskheda and Anwalkhera - from tommorow onwards.

In the meanwhile, noted economist and National Employment Guarantee Council member Jean Dreze who has arrived in Jhalawar for the social audit is leading a group of researchers working with the G.B Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad to study various aspects of the implementation of the NREGS. The researchers have set out today to various worksites in different panchayats in the block.

Due to the delay in obtaining information, the social audit will now be restricted only to the five selected panchayats. Public hearings/jan sunwais will take place only on one day, the 7th of February, simultaneously in the five panchayats while the block level meeting will take place at Manohar Thana on the 8th.
Although the resolution of the standoff by providing information is a step forward, this hasn’t been done completely in keeping with the spirit of the NREG  Act. The Abhiyan has had to pay for the information as per the rules of the Right to Information Act 2005, at the rate of Rs 2 per page of photocopy, whereas the NREGA guidelines clearly say that information should be provided at cost. “Instead of encouraging such efforts and proactively providing information, the government continues to make it more and more difficult for civil society’s participation in ensuring transparency,” said Nikhil Dey of the Abhiyan.  
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