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Dear Friends,
We invite you to participate in the Social Audit/ Jan Sunwai being organized by the SR Abhiyan and Hum Kisan Sangathan, from the 31st January 08 to the 8th of February 08, in District Jhalawar, Rajasthan.
Rozgar Evum Suchna Ka Adhikar Abhiyan has been organizing social audits in some of the 12 Districts of Rajasthan where the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act ( NREGA) is being implemented. These audits are conducted to ensure proper implementation   of the NREGA, so that the poor can get their annual entitlement .The NREGA guarantees every rural house household 100 days employment  (manual work )in  a year at minimum wages. Failure to provide work within 15 days, gives the applicant a right to claim unemployment allowance. 
As you all know the social audit process has become an important means through which people can get involved in the planning, execution and monitoring of the various aspects of NREGA. Such social audits have been organized  in Dungarpur ( 2006, 2007) , Udaipur ( 2006, 2007   ) , Sirohi ( 2006 ), Karoli  ( 2007 ),  of the NREGA Districts in Rajasthan. In continuation of this, the Abhiyan has decided to organize  a Social Audit/ Jan Sunwai in Jhalawar District , with Hum Kisan Sangathan, a local organization in Jhalawar, Rajasthan  from Jan, 31 to Feb, 08 ’2008 .. 
This social audit comes at a crucial time when the NREGA is under attack  from different quarters mainly for mismanagement and corruption.The earlier social audits were planned and executed with the Government, and the local bodies. The Government of Rajasthan invited the Abhiyan to conduct these audits as well as help plan manuals and other training details. But, due to reasons unknown, the government withdrew its support at the last moment for the Banswara Social Audit (December 07) where around 450 people from Rajasthan and 7 other States, had gathered to learn about the social audit process. 
This social audit , will revert to the pattern of the Jan Sunwai, where the same process is initiated and supported but by civil society organizations. Viewed against this background, the Jhalawar social audit will develop a work pattern  for use in similar situations elsewhere. This does not take away from our continuing struggle to emphasise and argue for an inclusive Social Audit process as was used earlier. This tripartite participation of the State Government, the Local PSR organizations and Civil society, in the social audit  is critical for stopping the misuse of resources, and strengthening the democratic participatory process.
This Social Audit will be restricted to a smaller geographic area of five Panchayats Comprehensive social audits of all NREGA works carried out so far will be conducted by some teams in 5 selected Panchayats, and the other teams will verify muster rolls of ongoing works, check the status of citizens entitlements of wage payments, worksite facilities, conduct worksite meetings and would generate awareness through songs, plays, meetings in the other parts of the block and district.
Looking forward to meeting you,

In solidarity,

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Aruda Roy, Devendra Upadhyaya, Bhanwar Singh, Richa Audichya, and Nikhil Dey
A note on finances

The financial support for the Social Audit will be raised from registration fees paid by participants, and through individual contributions of individuals. All participants will pay their own travel expenses.  Other expenses will be met through collective contribution.

· There will be a registration fee of Rs.300 per person

Agenda and Travel details of the Social Audit
SCHEDULE:

	DATE
	PROGRAMME

	Jan,31 and Feb,01
	Training

	Feb,02 to Feb,05
	Field survey and social audit

	Feb,06
	Preparation for public hearing

	Feb,07 and Feb,08
	Public hearing


(Note: All the participants should reach the venue by Jan, 30)

The Venue: Agarwal Dharamshala,(Near bus stand ),Manohar Thana, Jhalawar

How to get there?

Participants can reach Kota by train and take a bus thereon to Manohar Thana (about 180 K.M.).The last bus from Kota to Manohar Thana leaves at 4 p.m.

If you arrive after that, there is a bus to Aklera at 3 a.m. From Aklera you will get buses to Manohar Thana. (About 24 K.M.).
If you are arriving from the southern region then take a train to Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh) from where you can get buses to Aklera.

We would like to know as soon as possible about the number of participants will attend the Social Audit so that we can plan for participation in  the activities. While we are not putting a limit on the numbers who might want to come from a particular organization, we would have to decide based on the numbers of request we get and our capacity to accommodate people at Manohar Thana..

For further information, please contact;

Email: 
· srabhiyan@gmail.com 
· mkssrajasthan@gmail.com
Phones:

· Devendra, Hum Kisan Sangathan(07431-270705,09413103171)
· Richa Audichya-Jan Chetna Sansthan (09829234886)

· Hariom-Astha Sansthan(09413831761)

