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Dear Dr. Geetha,

Please find attached a report sent to me by Ms.Uma Chaturvedi, Fellow, Right to Food Campaign Support Group Madhya Pradesh. The report brings to light the precarious condition of about 160 Sahariya families of your district whose very survival seems to be in danger. 

The story of the Sahariyas living in village Majhera in Shivpuri block located about 15 kms from the district headquarters brings to the fore some horrific facts – in the absence of proper employment opportunities the men of the Sahariya community were forced to work in extremely hazardous conditions in stone quarries. This resulted in tuberculosis (TB) leading on to death in many cases. Health facilities remain completely inaccessible and virtually non-existent in these neglected Adivasi pockets (even though the government has a special programme for free treatment of TB patients). After the hazardous and ecologically harmful quarries were shut Sahariya families are on the brink of starvation as no alternative employment has been provided. 

Left without any choice these people have to turn towards the forest from where they gather various herbs and leaves for their survival. Not all of them are safe for eating. Shankar’s daughter died after eating some poisonous leaves for her meal. There are several others who face the danger of a similar death. Entry into their own habitat, the forest, is not very easy for these people either as the forest guard Balkishan extorts money from the women every 3 to 6 months to allow them into the forest. Ram, who is on his deathbed now, has become completely immobilized over time due to continuous starvation. Vishnu and Prahlad are also on the verge of starvation. The Sahariyas of Majhera village have not received land on patta promised by the GoMP to Sahariya families. The village is marked by the presence of an incredibly large number of widows. In the absence of any employment opportunities the widows of this village are compelled to engage in liquor trade to make ends meet. 

The report also highlights the following facts about the status of government schemes in village Majhera:

· No woman in this village has ever got any benefit under National Maternity Benefit Scheme.

· More than 50 eligible widows have not received the Widow Pension.

· More than 60 eligible families have not received benefits under National Family Benefit Scheme.

· The Fair Price Shop that caters to Majhera village is allegedly giving rice to Antyodaya Anna Yojana cardholders at double the stipulated price i.e., at Rs. 6/kg.

I would recommend that you take immediate and urgent action to redress the situation. In particular

· Immediate medical attention and relief should be provided to Ramu, Vishnu and Prahlad. 

· I would strongly urge you to urgently identify people suffering from TB in village Majhera and provide them medical assistance at the earliest. The same measures should also be taken in other villages around the stone quarries area in your district.
· Special employment for the widows with immediate effect.

· Safe long term employment generation plan for the entire population of stone quarries area

· Enquiry into the alleged extortion by the forest guard Balkishan.

· Thorough investigation of the FPS supplying grain to village Majhera so as to check the occurrence of any malpractices as also to ensure proper delivery system.

· AAY cards to all Sahariya families.

· Widow pension to all eligible women.

· All pending cases of NMBS and NFBS should be redressed.

· Steps should be taken to ensure effective implementation of the interim orders passed by the Honorable Supreme Court in the Right to Food case in the entire district.
I am informed that stone quarries are being re-opened. I would strongly urge you not to buckle under the pressure to do this. Rather a detailed employment generation programme should be initiated especially for those who were employed in the quarries earlier with work components that are non-hazardous to human health, ecologically sustainable, indeed, aimed at eco-restoration of the area.

I would request you to kindly let me have your Action Taken Report latest by the 15th of October so that I can report to the Commissioner, Supreme Court of India on the matter.
Warm regards

Yours sincerely

(Dr. Mihir Shah)

Copy to: Dr. N.C. Saxena, Commissioner, Supreme Court of India

