ASSERTING THE RIGHT TO WORK

(24 April to 1 May, 2003)

Employment is a basic right of all Indian citizens. However, this right is nowhere near being realised. In fact, we have been moving further and further away from it in recent years. For instance:

· Unemployment has risen during the last ten years, in spite of rapid economic growth.

· Employment generation under public works programmes has sharply declined.

· Drastic “labour ceilings” have been imposed on relief works in drought-affected areas.

To counter this trend, plans are afoot for a week of action on the right to work at the end of April, culminating in nation-wide agitations on 1 May, “Labour Day”. The core demands of this week of action are:

(1)  Adoption of an “employment guarantee act”.

(2)  Immediate guarantee of employment at the minimum wage in drought-affected areas.

This is a joint initiative of many organisations committed to the right to work.( You, too, can join this effort by planning activities in your own area at the end of April. For further information, see the website of the right to food campaign (www.righttofood.com), or send a line to right2food@yahoo.co.in.

 THE RIGHT TO WORK:

A WEEK OF ACTION

(24 APRIL TO 1 MAY 2003)

Plans are afoot for a “week of action on the right to work” at the end of April 2003, culminating in nation-wide demonstrations on 1 May (Labour Day).

The core demands of this week of action are:

(1) An “employment guarantee act”.

(2) Immediate guarantee of employment at the minimum wage in drought-affected areas.

All people’s organisations are invited to participate in this week of action. For further information, see www.righttofood.com.

EMPLOYMENT IS A BASIC RIGHT OF ALL CITIZENS

( These include Akal Sangharsh Samiti (Rajasthan), Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samiti (PBKMS), Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS), Tamilnadu Agricultural Labourers Movement (TALM), the National Campaign Committeee of Rural Workers (NCCRW), and many organisations involved in the Right to Food Campaign and the National Alliance of People’s Movements, among others. The list is growing day by day.





