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Part 1: Summary Report(
The Third Convention on the Right to Food and Work was held in Bodh Gaya on 6-8 April 2007.  The programme was prepared by the steering group of the Right to Food Campaign, with the support of various campaign members. The earlier two conventions were held in Bhopal (2004) and Kolkata (2005), with participation growing with every convention. The Bodhgaya Convention witnessed participation from over 800 individuals coming from 22 states of the country, comprising representatives of national level civil society organizations and networks, non-governmental organizations, village level grassroots organizations, students and other interested citizens
. Funds for this convention were mainly raised from participating organizations, individual donations and participant registration
.

The Convention was organized in the NIGMA Buddhist Dharamshala, Bodh Gaya. Understandably a gathering of such large numbers of people over 3 whole days necessitates a huge logistical exercise and was successful only because of the active cooperation of each and every participant of the Convention. 

The programme of the Convention is given in Annexure 1. A wide range of issues were discussed during the three-day meeting including the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA), the public distribution system, children’s right to food, social exclusion, unorganized sector workers, hunger deaths, the agrarian crisis, coercive displacement, divisive policies such as ‘BPL targeting’, and struggles for the right to food in Bihar policies such as the BPL surveys, among others.   Presentations were made on the status of the right to food campaign in various states. A half-day session on organizational aspects of the Right to Food Campaign was also held. 

Inaugural Plenary: 6 April

The inaugural plenary began with a welcome to all participants by Asha Mishra (BGVS), who noted that this convention is aimed at giving strength to the campaigners and also putting pressure on the government.  Several speakers detailed the importance of food as a foundation for life, and the struggles undertaken to guarantee this right. 

Karoo and Pramod Singh, the principal local organizers of the Convention welcomed all participants. Karoo told the audience that Bodh Gaya has a vibrant history of not just Buddha's enlightenment but also being the scene for an intense land struggle in the 1970s. Nonetheless the region is still witness to abject poverty and starvation deaths. The Convention was also commemorating the Bodh Gaya Math Bhu Andolan, with a rally scheduled on the last day.  Kunti Devi and Basanti Devi, two women leaders of the andolan, were also invited to speak on this occasion. They said that they had struggled relentlessly without food and shelter-which resulted in a land distribution. Nonetheless the struggle continues still for other basic necessities like BPL cards, education etc.  

Colin Gonsalves (Human Rights Law Network) is also engaged in the right to food court case(PUCL vs. Union of India and Others, Civil Writ Petition 196/2001) said that but for the case, the government would have closed down the Public Distribution System and the Mid-Day meal scheme. We have to fight for PDS and ICDS the way we fought for EGA and Mid-day meal Scheme. The court orders have undoubtedly helped in translating the right to food into reality. Biraj Patnaik (principal advisor to the Commissioner appointed by the Supreme Court, in the Right to Food case), spoke about the consequences and challenges of the court orders. He also expressed his concern about the Commissioners Office being a temporary, transitional arrangement. However the issue of right to food shall certainly continue long after the case ends. Thus a decentralized system is needed to replace the Commissioners, and this needs collective thinking.

Anuradha Talwar (Pachim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samiti) questioned the utility of all these schemes if government is chipping away at existing livelihoods through land acquisitions for SEZs.  She went on to say that Nandigram has shown that saving our lands can turn into a fatal battle- however the Government realizes that it cannot push its people. Utkarsh (Centre for Study, Lucknow) took the discussion on land and farmers ahead by saying that there is much burden on the farmers now with almost 40% poised to give up farming. Though the farmers produce foodgrains, the current agricultural policies are forcing them to starvation and suicides.

Mahendra (National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights-NCDHR) spoke about discrimination in the context of right to food. He noted that though there are many rights they are shackled by the administration. Government bureaucracy, institutions, and organizations are all involved in discrimination. 

The Convention also saw participation of a team from Bangladesh, who shared their experiences of the struggle for right to food. They said that the challenges are very similar like wages, land rights, fundamentalism, stand against corruption. They shared that they are asking for 200 days of guaranteed employment. They also concluded the inaugural plenary with a bangla song. 

The inaugural plenary was followed by workshops on various issues. The workshop conclusions and demands are presented later.

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act Plenary: 7 April

The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act was discussed in special detail in this convention. The plenary on NREGA included keynote addresses by Gautam Modi (New Trade Union Initiative), Nikhil Dey (Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan), Dhirendra (All India Agricultural Labourers Association) and Anuradha Talwar (Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samiti).

The plenary was followed by workshops on various aspects of NREGA such as, use of Social Audit, Wages, women in NREGA, unionisation of workers, project development with focus on the development of SC/ST areas. The workshop recommendations are presented later in the report. 

State Session

The afternoon of 7th April saw a discussion on the situation of right to food in various states and a presentation of the campaign network in the state. 

Organizational Structure Session

The above discussion was followed by a lively session on organizational structure of the 'right to food campaign'. The structure of the campaign was explained: "The 'right to food campaign' is an informal network of organizations and individuals committed to the realization of the right to food in India…. Realising this right requires not only equitable and sustainable food systems, but also entitlements relating to livelihood security such as right to work, land reform, and social security. We consider that the primary responsibility for guaranteeing these entitlements rests with the state."
 The organizational structure of the campaign includes a steering group comprising representatives of 10 national networks and two members of the former support group
. Apart from this the Campaign secretariat has an advisory group that comprises the steering group plus invited members from local campaigns
. The members of the right to food campaign secretariat also introduced themselves and the work they do, along with sharing their concerns about the campaign and the problems they face in the coordination of the secretariat. After this the discussion focused on suggestions prepared by the steering group that were circulated amongst the audience
. The decisions on the organizational structure are presented later. 

Concluding Session: 8 April

The Concluding Plenary began with the observation of a 2-minute silence in memory of those who have lost their lives in the struggle against coercive displacement, like in Nandigram, Singur, Kashipur, Mumbai, Multai, Kalinganagar, Ghadsana, Sohela, Narmada etc. The proceedings began with a presentation of the various recommendations and resolutions adopted in the various workshops. This was followed by a presentation of a draft concluding resolution. The house accepted the concluding resolution, and the workshop resolutions. The resolution on 'organisational structure' was also accepted with a few changes.

A solidarity letter sent by Prof. Renato Maluf of the Brazilian Food Security Forum was also read out in the plenary
.  Mr. Andreas Von Brandt (Food and Agricultural Organisation) and Mr. Minar Pimple (United Nations-Millennium Development Goals) also addressed the house. 

Medha Patkar presented the valedictory address.  She commented that Bodh Gaya was an ideal venue for such a convention given its history of peoples struggle for land. She identified land, water and forest as the three main issues, continuing that freedom from hunger is a basic issue for every citizen, irrespective of caste and class. She said that the big economists claim that they are working to increase food security, but company-based employment is not the sole answer. The principles of economic development need to be debated and clarified, if the right to food needs to be realized.

She pressed the need to recognize that we are fighting for resources, as without resources our rights cannot be ensured. We should aim at a resource-based economy not dole in the form of services and schemes. And who is making these schemes, she asked - Montek Singh Ahluwalia? Only the farmers can give the right to food, not economists and planners. The current situation of acquisition of resources and their allocation to the rich is forcing people to extreme measures like suicide, else they are killed for struggling against oppressive measures. She asked why subsidies cannot be given to farmers and fishermen, but are gifted to SEZs. She continued that farmers are being forced to choose between hatya (murder) and atmahatya (suicide). She again stressed the importance of understanding that the main issue and fight is over resource-ownership. 

Medha went on to challenge the prevailing assumption in elite circles that employment is not being generated in agriculture and thus we need industrialization. She countered this by saying that 60% of our population is engaged in agriculture- and agriculture is also a constructive activity. Industry and manufacturing cannot generate food and grains or food security. She noted that the government has passed the Special Economic Zones Act. She also asked if the government was not ashamed of using the Land Acquisition Act, an act introduced by British colonizers, after 60 years of independence. We need to talk about increasing productivity of agriculture - but the targets of the Planning Commission are not even clear in this regard. She said that "kheti se mukti lekar, bhukh se mukti nahi mil sakti" (right to food cannot be guaranteed by freedom from agriculture). She concluded by saying that we need to formulate our own policies where we can save our natural resources, because we will not get food security by following policies formulated by Montek Ahluwalia.

After lunch a rally was organized to commemorate the Bodh Gaya Math Bhu Andolan. This rally was led by Manjhar Devi, Kunti Devi, Basanti Devi. The rally wound around the lanes of Bodh Gaya, concluding with a speech by Medha Patkar. 

Part 2: Concluding Resolution
The Third Convention on the Right to Food and Work was held in Bodh Gaya on 6-8 April 2007.  Detailed discussions were held on various aspects of the right to food and work, including: the current agrarian crisis; the public distribution system; children’s right to food; the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act; social exclusion in food-related programmes; social security of the urban poor and unorganized sector; right to food of vulnerable groups; coercive change of land use; divisive policies such as BPL “targeting”; hunger deaths; and struggles for the right to food in Bihar.


Various demands were formulated at the Convention workshops.  These demands, summarized in Annexure 1, may be considered as proposed demands for further campaign work.  In some cases, core groups have been formed to take forward the deliberations and demands formulated at the Convention. Constituent organizations of the right to food campaign are invited to support these follow-up activities.


The Convention takes special note of a set of proposed action points aimed  at giving greater prominence to issues of social equity (including the elimination of caste discrimination) in the campaign.  These are summarized in Annexure 2.  We support this agenda and appeal to all constituent organizations to incorporate it in their work.


Some specific action points have also emerged from the Convention.  We are united in our commitment to the following actions:

1. Efforts will be made to build associations, organizations and unions of NREGA workers, so that they are empowered to struggle for their own entitlements under the Act.

2. We shall work together for full implementation of the Supreme Court judgement of 13 December 2006 on ICDS, as well as earlier orders.  In particular, a campaign will be launched to activate the principle of “anganwadi on demand”. Campaign activities on maternity entitlements, infant nutrition and survival will also be intensified.

3. Efforts will be made to build a campaign on the universalization of the public distribution system (PDS).  A one-day seminar will be held with a view to submitting PDS recommendations to the Wadhwa Commission.

4. Padyatras will be organized to find out and understand people’s concerns and demands relating to the agrarian crisis, and convey these demands to elected representatives and the public.

5. Greater attention will be paid in all campaign activities to disadvantaged and marginalized groups including widows, single women, old people, disabled persons, street children, homeless people, refugees, sex workers and their children, people with HIV/AIDS and their children, and migrant workers.

6. Efforts will be made to make Governments accountable through the Supreme Court in the matter of recent hunger deaths reported from various states.

7. Further work will be initiated on issues of social security for unorganized workers, including the extension of employment guarantee to urban areas and a comprehensive legislation for unorganized sector workers (covering regulation of employment as well as social security).

The need was felt to take a united position on the following key issues:

1. No coercive displacement: We are opposed to coercive displacement of people, (especially in the context of dams, military areas, Special Economic Zones, and other elitist projects), and we condemn police violence on people and movements resisting coercive displacement. We demand the repeal of the Land Acquisition Act 1894 and Special Economic Zones Act 2006.

2. Universalization with equity: We advocate universal provision of basic services and facilities related to nutrition, health and education, with priority to disadvantaged groups.

The Convention also expresses concern about a number of interlinked recent developments that threaten to further undermine the right to food, including the deepening agrarian crisis, the growing influence of corporate interests in food and agrarian policy, the rising incidence of hunger deaths, the continuing neglect of infants and children in public policy, persistent gender discrimination, unequal struggles for water resources, and the disempowerment of Dalits and other disadvantaged groups.  We reaffirm our commitment to working together for the right to food through all democratic means, as expressed in the campaign’s foundation statement.

Part 3: Summary Recommendations of Convention Workshops
Section 1

Note: Parallel workshops on various themes were held at the Bodh Gaya Convention (6-8 April 2007).  Below is a list of proposed “campaign demands”, and related conclusions that were reached at these workshops.(
DAY 1: 6th APRIL 2007

Parallel Workshop 1 (Day 1): Subsidised Food-For-All in the Public Distribution System - Building a Campaign Towards It. And about the Justice Wadhwa Commission.

1. If PDS is not universalized through the Supreme Court, we should push for it through the campaign.

2. A one-day workshop should be convened with a view to preparing submissions to the Wadhwa Committee.  Information about the work of this Committee should be widely circulated.

3. We should oppose the withdrawal of the APL quota.

Parallel Workshop 2 (Day 1): Children’s Right to Food - Reviewing the Campaign and Building Action.

ICDS-related

1. Many participants stressed the importance of better awareness, monitoring and participation.  Various experiences of relevant action were shared, such as community mobilization for maternity entitlements in Hazaribagh (Jharkhand) and a “bal adhikar yatra” in Gujarat.

2. It was agreed that pressure needs to be built from both ends (from the top as well as from the bottom) in order to be effective.

3. There was much discussion of the recent Supreme Court judgement on ICDS (13 December 2006), and how to ensure that it is implemented.  It was resolved that efforts would be made to activate the principle of “anganwadis on demand”.  A draft application form was circulated for this purpose.

4. The need was felt for better norms for the creation and placement of anganwadis, consistent with “universalization with quality”.

5. It was pointed out that all ICDS services should receive adequate attention, not just those relating to food and nutrition.

6. It was argued that the campaign should work more closely with anganwadi workers’ organizations.

7. The National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR) expressed an interest in collaborating with the Right to Food Campaign to build public pressure for the implementation of Supreme Court orders relating to elimination of social exclusion in ICDS, including giving priority to Dalit and Adivasi hamlets in the creation of new anganwadis.

Other issues

8. There was a widely-shared concern about the spread of corruption in ICDS, mid-day meals and related programmes.  For instance, teachers often inflate school attendance figures to siphon off mid-day meal allocations (sometimes under pressure from their superiors).  Various means of checking corruption were discussed, including social audits, use of the Right to Information Act, vigilance committees, and community monitoring.

9. One participant mentioned some interesting initiatives that have been taken in Ranchi District, including the setting up of a Helpline to respond to any enquiries or complaints relating to ICDS and other schemes covered by Supreme Court orders on the right to food.

10. It was suggested that a debate should be initiated on the possible provision of non-vegetarian items in mid-day meals, to overcome discriminatory notions of food “pollution and purity”.

11. It was noted that the mandatory allocation of “Rs 2 per child per day” for supplementary nutrition under ICDS (in the Supreme Court judgement of 13 December 2006) also extends to children under the age of six months.  Some organizations are demanding that this allocation should be spent on services related to breastfeeding and “infant and young child feeding” (IYCF).  The workshop participants expressed their support for this demand.

12. It was proposed that a convention similar to the “children’s right to food” convention held in Hyderabad in April 2006 should be held later this year.

Parallel Workshop 3 (Day 1): Fragmenting the Poor: The struggle against BPL-APL divisions.

General Consensus on the BPL

1. Provision of basic rights such as health, education and foodgrains should be kept free from considerations of BPL/APL and these should be universally applicable to all. (Issues relating to right to shelter were also discussed, but no consensus could be arrived at.) 

2007 BPL Census

2. BPL Survey / Identification process should not have any centrally determined quota for identification of poor people. In case there is a quota it should be based on the food consumption figures as provided by the NSSO Round 61.

3. Criteria for the BPL Census should be discussed widely with civil society groups and the public in general before final adoption. This should be in addition to the mandatory role of SC Commissioners on the Right to Food as ordered by the Supreme Court.

4. Tribals, Dalits, single women, uncared for aged, disabled persons and HIV-positive people should be automatically considered as BPL.  Only those with government jobs or high-paying private jobs/business should be excluded. But the onus of proving that any such household does not belong to the BPL category should be with the government.

5. The survey process should be carried out by a steering committee formed at the Ward Sabha level together with a government employee who does not belong to / work in the place. The Panchayati Raj setup at the lowest levels should also have much greater role than at present.

Parallel Workshop 4 (Day 1): Food Security and Social Security of Vulnerable Groups (Old, Single, Disabled, Homeless, Refugee, Migrant etc.)

(See Part 2.)

Parallel Workshop 5 (Day 1): Untouchability and Discrimination in the context of the Right to Food

(See Part 2.)

Parallel Workshop 6 (Day 1): Agrarian Crisis, People’s Struggle and Critiquing State Intervention

1. The agricultural policy of the country should be farmer-centric and not produce-centric.

2. Agricultural is a source of livelihood, and should not be commercialised.

3. Farmers should have control over seeds and grain markets.

4. There should be adequate minimum support prices (MSPs), and no interest on agricultural   loans.  There should be no coercive recovery of agricultural loans.

5. Agricultural institutes should concentrate on farmers’ interests and not be driven by funding agencies.

6. Padyatras should be organized to find out and understand people’s demands (relating to the agrarian crisis), and convey these to people’s representatives and Parliament.  Dialogues/meetings should also be convened  at the state, district and village levels.

7. Policies relating to electricity, seeds, energy, water, etc. should be formulated keeping farmers’ interests in mind.

8. There should be no coercive acquisition of agricultural land.  Where possible, the land of closed industrial units should be used.

9. The take-over of agriculture and farming by multinational interests should be resisted.

10. There should be a guaranteed minimum monthly income for all farmers.

Parallel Workshop 7 (Day 1): Coercive Change of Land Use, Displacement of People and its Impact on Food Security

Main Conclusions

1. No coercive acquisition of agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes.

2. All new industries should be set up on previously identified industrial zones or on plots of land of factories that have closed down.

3. Opposition to SEZs and SEZ Act.

4. Urban poor should have property rights over residential plots.

5. Repeal and oppose the Land Acquisition Act.

6. There should be no displacement of livelihoods.

Further Suggestions

7. All forces of peoples’ resistance should be brought together so that they can collectively challenge the anti-poor development model of the states.

8. Regularisation of homestead land rights of low-income groups living on those lands.

Resolutions

9. “We pay our respects to and salute those people who are still fighting the governments’ anti-poor policies and actions or have been martyred for this cause.”

10. “We believe that displacement from livelihood is intrinsically linked to growing food insecurity and hunger and hence the Right to Food Campaign also recognizes this aspect of food rights within this campaign”.

Parallel Workshop 8 (Day 1): Right to Food and Social Security of the Urban Poor and the Unorganised Sector

1. The Employment Guarantee Act should be extended to urban areas so that the urban poor  are also ensured certain minimum work.

2. The social security legislation for unorganized sector workers must include regulation of employment.

3. Information about all government schemes pertaining to the urban poor should be imparted to the urban poor as well as the organizations working on this issue.

4. A meeting should be organized on Unorganised Sector issues, especially that of urban housing.

5. Urban poor should have ownership rights to residential plots.

6. GOI should prepare a policy wherein it spends 3% of GDP on health and social security of the urban poor and unorganised workers.

Parallel Workshop 9 (Day 1): Hunger Deaths and the Responsibility of the State

(No report was received for this workshop.)

Self-Organised Session (Day 1): On Livelihoods and Food Security of Women: Self Help Groups (SHGs) and the Micro Finance Bill 2007

1. The policy guiding SHGs today reflects state’s withdrawal from social sector spending and reduces accountability. 

2. This phenomenon has severe implications for the lives, livelihoods and food security of the poor and marginalised, especially women.

3. There is a need to consciously rethink SHG policy and programme design since directly or indirectly we are all in the business of mobilising collectives and SHGs.

4. Immediate action needs to be taken against the Micro Finance Bill that has been tabled in Parliament.

5. All groups present made a commitment to take forward discussions on these issues at various forums within their organisations, states and regions.

DAY 2: 7th APRIL (PARALLEL WORKSHOPS ON EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE)

Parallel Workshop 1: Social Audits and ensuring key principles of implementation 

This workshop introduced the participants to the principles of social audit, in the context of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA).  The following suggestions were also made:

1. In pursuance of the official Operational Guidelines of NREGA, clear guidelines on social    audit should be formulated by the government, 

2. Three per cent of NREGA funds should be ear-marked for the provision of special employment opportunities to disabled persons.

3. Fines for violations of the Act should be raised from Rs 1000 to 10,000, to ensure more effective redressal.

4. Strict guidelines on sexual harassment at the workplace should be enforced.

Parallel Workshop 2: Wages (Minimum Wages, Measurement, Time-Motion Studies, Grain Component)

1. A National Minimum Wage should be determined.

2. The wage should be time-based and not on piece-rate.

3. Grain component should form 50% of the wage. (at PDS rates).

Parallel Workshop 3: Women in NREGA

1.   Crèches should be provided at the worksite, along with a place for breastfeeding. 

2.   Toilets should be provided for women. 

3.   Women should get minimum wage. 

4.   Land of single women should be developed in NREGA works. 

Parallel Workshop 4: Sharing Strategies of Organization: Unionisation of NREGA Workers.

1. The campaign should help to build workers’ organizations for the implementation of NREGA, from village to national level.
Parallel Workshop 5: Project Development/Shelf of Works – Development of SC/ST Areas.

1. Organisations of SC/ ST people should take up the issues related to NREGA. 
2. SC/ST land development should be carried out extensively in all areas. 
3. Progress monitoring report should be prepared and submitted to the various stakeholders, especially the BDO and Collector, on a regular basis. 
4. Gram Sabhas should play a greater role in the decision making of the shelf of works/ projects etc. 
5. Perspective plans should be prepared in all the areas of Dalit and Tribals in consultation with them. 
6. Productive works should be planned which could lead to self employment and better economic returns. 
7. Social audits should be mandatory in all NREGA works in Dalit and Tribal dominated areas. 
8. Micro Plans should be made with SC/ ST focus. 
Section 2:

Recommendations relating to Social Equity and Caste Discrimination

Note: Parallel workshops on ‘Caste Discrimination in the context of the Right to Food’ and ‘Food and Social Security of Vulnerable Groups’ were held on 6th April 2007.  The Convention takes special note of the proposed actions that were formulated in the workshops, with a view to giving greater prominence to issues of social equity (including the elimination of caste discrimination) in the campaign. These recommendations are presented below. 

Parallel Workshop on “Untouchability and Discrimination in the context of the Right to Food”

1. The Right to Food Campaign to recognize that caste system continues to determine one’s access to security, livelihood, property, work opportunities, which are critical to “right to food”. Dalits have low access in all the above and hence face greatest insecurity with regard to food.

2. The Right to Food Campaign should expand the understanding of social exclusion and caste discrimination around food and water, so that the dalit right to food can be adequately addressed.

3. Right to Food Campaign should facilitate greater involvement of dalit organizations in the campaign.

4. Include the implementation of minimum and livable wages as instrumental to food security.

5. Land reform is very necessary for the Dalits. Also appoint a commission to study the status of land to dalits under land reforms. 

6. Enactment of a comprehensive SC & ST Land Protection and Development Act to protect and prevent encroachment and alienation. 

7. Policy to ensure that land will be assigned in the names of Dalit and Adivasi women or in joint names of women in the families.

8. Proceedings to be initiated against officials under section 4 of SC/ST (POA) Act for willful negligence in preventing / not implementing Supreme Court orders in land cases.

9. Provide agricultural land to dalits in joint name of women and support services to produce food crops.

10. Address the inequalities in food and healthcare access to dalit children and women.

11. Orientation and sensitization of government officials on dalit issues, so that they are non-discriminatory in service delivery like ICDS, health care, NREGA etc.

12. Special activities and Campaign should be initiated to implement Supreme Court orders regarding ICDS, especially in the case of Dalits.

13. Special action should be taken by Right to Food Campaign to fulfill right to food of Dalit children and fight against malnutrition related problems.

14. Demand for residential schools for Dalit children - so as to increase education and decrease hunger. 

15. Enact “Anti-Discrimination Bill” so that complaints of discrimination can be legally addressed.

16. Locate ICDS centres, primary/middle schools, PDS shops, health sub-centres in Dalit habitations - ensuring community participation and management to be given to Dalits.

17. All SC/ST families to be eligible for BPL cards.

18. Collect disaggregated data according to gender and social groups on development indicators, access, participation in decision-making etc., which becomes the basis for government planning and resource allocation.

19. Rituals and cultural practices, which compel dalits to be dependent on upper-castes for food, should be abolished immediately. The civil society should also sensitise people about differing food practices and thus helping to remove notions of purity and pollution attached with food.

20. Promote civil society dialogue and debate on exclusion and discrimination on current legislations that promote dalit development and welfare.

21. Special activities should be taken by the Right to Food Campaign to stop bonded labour system and manual scavenging.

22. Initiate a fact-finding mission to investigate discrimination and untouchability in Right to Food and work issues.

23. National Consultation should be held on the NREGA and Dalits.

Parallel Workshop on “Food Security and Social Security of the Vulnerable Group (Old, Single, Disabled, Homeless, Refugee, Migrant etc.)”

1. The term ‘Vulnerable Groups’ should include the following: widows, single women, old people, disabled persons, street children, homeless people, refugees, sex workers and their children, people with HIV/AIDS and their children, migrant workers (and amongst all these, particularly adolescent girls and women).

2. Pensions for widow, elderly people and single women should be raised to Rs 1000-1500 per month.

3. Roaming ration cards should be provided to all migrant families. 

4. ICDS programme should be extended to street children, migrant children, child labourers, children of sex workers and HIV/AIDS-affected persons. 

5. Crèche facilities should be provided to working women. 

6. National Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS) should not be withdrawn; should be kept separate from Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY).

Bodh Gaya, 7th April 2007

Part 4: Note on Organizational Issues

Organisational Issues: Suggestion from the Steering Group

Organisational aspects of the right to food campaign were discussed at a meeting of the steering group held on 6 April 2007 at the “Bodh Gaya Convention”.  Several concerns regarding the organizational structure were raised and a note with suggestions from the steering group, was then circulated amongst the convention participants.  The note presented below was adopted by the convention on the final day. 
1. The present arrangement (spelt out in the March 2006 note on “organizational aspects of the right to food campaign”) will be extended for another year- until the next annual convention. This applies, in particular, to the agreed roles of the annual convention, the steering group and the secretariat.

2. An effort will be made to activate the “steering group”, which has been relatively inactive so far.

3. New Trade Union Initiative (NTUI) will be invited to join the steering group. The possibility of involving other national organizations/ networks will also be explored by initiating a dialogue with them.

4. The steering group will hold “open” meetings from time to time (at least twice a year), so that organizations involved in the campaign are able to participate in national decision-making processes.

5. The hindi name of the Right to Food Campaign shall be "Bhukh se Mukti Adhikar Abhiyan".
6. The right to food campaign does not have “state units”. The formation of state-level networks is welcome, provided that such networks do not claim a monopoly of the campaign in a particular state, and leave room for other initiatives based on the general principles of the campaign.

7. Collective statements and joint activities of the “right to food campaign” should be endorsed by all members of the steering group. (As stated in the March 2006 note, the annual convention is expected to set the broad principles, policies, and priorities that guide the work of the campaign until the next convention.)

8. Local activities should be undertaken by constituent organizations under their own banners.

9. All organizations involved with the right to food campaign are expected to subscribe in good faith to (a) the campaign’s “foundation statement”; (b) the “Mumbai statement” expressing our commitment to social equity and secularism; and (c) the “Bodh Gaya statement” on transparency (see below).

10. Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti (BGVS) is requested to remain part of the steering group of the campaign until the next convention. 

11. The steering group will draft a simple “charter” for the campaign by “merging” the foundation statement, the Mumbai statement, the March 2006 note, and this note.

Bodh Gaya statement on transparency

The right to food campaign is committed to the principles of transparency and accountability in all its activities. This includes open access to campaign documents and full transparency in financial matters. All constituent organizations and individuals are expected to subscribe to the same standards of transparency in their own activities carried out in the public domain.

Note: Two of the suggestions made by the steering group were not accepted by the Convention. The same are presented below.
· The hindi name of the Right to Food Campaign shall be "Rozi Roti Adhikar Abhiyan". 

· It has been stated in 'point five' that the campaign does not have "state units", but organizations and individuals are welcome to form "state-level networks". In continuance with this it was suggested that, " To avoid confusing such networks with state units of the campaign, they are requested to avoid calling themselves "right to food campaign [state name]". This suggestion was not accepted by the Convention.
ANNEXURE 1:

Programme of the Convention

Day 1: 6th April 2007

11.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. Inaugural Plenary

  3.00 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. Parallel Sessions

1. Subsidised Food-For-All in the Public Distribution System - Building a Campaign Towards It. And about the Justice Wadhwa Commission.
2. Children’s Right to Food - Reviewing the Campaign and Building Action.

3. Fragmenting the Poor: The struggle against BPL-APL divisions.

4. Food Security and Social Security of the Vulnerable Group (Old, Single, Disabled, Homeless, Refugee, Migrant etc.)

5. Untouchability and Discrimination in the context of the Right to Food

6. Agrarian Crisis, People’s Struggle and Critiquing State Intervention

7. Coercive Change of Land Use, Displacement of People and its Impact on Food Security

8. Right to Food and Social Security of the Urban Poor and the Unorganised Sector

9. Hunger Deaths and the Responsibility of the State

 6.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m. Session on Bihar 

 7.00 p.m. - 8.00 p.m. Self Organised Session

1. Taking forward legal action on the right to food and the work of the Commissioners.

2. On Livelihoods and Food Security of Women: Self Help Groups (SHGs) and the Micro Finance Bill 2007

DAY 2: 7thApril


  9.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. Plenary on National Rural Employment Guarantee Act

11.00 a.m. -  2.00 p.m. Parallel Sessions on NREGA
1. Social Audits and ensuring key principles of implementation

2. Wages (Minimum Wages, Measurement, Time-Motion Studies, Grain Component)

3. Women in NREGA

4. Sharing Strategies of Organization: Unionisation of NREGA Workers.

5. Project Development/Shelf of Works – Development of SC/ST Areas.

 3.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. Reports from state campaigns.

 4.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m. Plenary on Organizational Structure of the Campaign.

DAY 3: 8th April


10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. Concluding Plenary on Convention Resolution and Workshop  

                                       Recommendations



12.00 a.m. -   1.00 p.m. Valedictory address by Medha Patkar
ANNEXURE 2

Financial Statement: Third Convention of the Right to Food and Work (April 2007, Bodhgaya, Bihar)

Receipts Amount                






             (Rs.)

Registration 









71800

Jan Swasthya Abhiyan







50000

Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samithi 







16000

Vidya Sagar Samajik Suraksha Seva Evam Sodh Sansthan, Bihar 


  2204

Samajik Sodh Evam Vikas Kendra (SSEVK) Patna     



  4000

Gramin Vikash Samiti, Kapauli Ram, Patna





  4000

P. Gramin Vikash Samiti, Patna






  4000

NIDAN, Patna









  4000

Prayas Gramin Vikash Samiti







  1000

Muzzaferpur Vikash Mandal







  1000

National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights





  5000

Indian Institute for Dalit Studies  






  5000

Human Rights Law Network (HRLN)





  5000

National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (NCC-USW)
  5000

Total 







          

          178004   

Expenses Amount 








(Rs.)

Tent 










31000

Sound System 








15000

Food 










84429

Electricity 









  2500

Photocopy/Stationary 








  9697

Venue 










15000

Logistic 









16886

Photographs and Video CD 







  2000

Total 









           176512

TOTAL









 (Rs.) 



RECEIPTS 








           178004

EXPENSES 








           176512

BALANCE 









   1492

Contributions in kind were also made towards the Convention expenses. We would like to specially note the contribution of Balram [State Advisor (Jharkhand) to the Supreme Court Commissioner appointed in the 'right to food' case], who arranged for the Convention posters and bags. Additionally we would also like to thank Mr. Arshad (?from Patna) for contributing the stage background poster, and also arranging for a person to process the convention documents. 






1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 


ANNEXURE 3

Letter of Solidarity from the Brazilian Forum on Food Security
Dear participants in the III Right to Food Convention, Bodhgaya / India,
On behalf of the Brazilian Forum on Food and Nutrition Security, and the National Council on Food and Nutrition Security we would like to express our solidarity and support to the social mobilization you have been promoting aimed at the recognition of the right to food in India and its becoming a fundamental principle for public policies.
The Brazilian civil society forum has been moving for ten years now in the same direction, having achieved the creation of a National Council gathering civil society representatives and policy makers in order to build up a national food and nutrition security policy. For us, food and nutrition security must be a public goal oriented by the principles of the right to food and food sovereignty.
We expect to strengthen the links between our movements and look forward to having a representative of the Indian campaign in the III National Conference on Food and Nutrition Security in Brazil which will be held on July 3-7, 2007.
            With our wishes of a successful convention
Renato Maluf
Member of the National Board of the Brazilian Forum and representative to the National Council on Food and Nutrition Security

Brazil. [image: image1.png]



ANNEXURE 4 

Press Notes* 
Press Note: 6th April 2007

Hkw[k ls eqfDr vf/kdkj vfHk;ku

rhljk jk"Vªh; vf/kos'ku 06]&08] vizSy 2007 cks/k x;k

Hkw[k ls eqfDr ds fo:) la?k"kZ dk ,yku

Ckks/kx;k -6 viSzy 07

gj gkFk dks dke feys vkSj gj O;fDr dks Hkkstu bl ukjs ds lkFk Hkkstu ls eqfDr ij rhljs jk"Vªh; vf/kos'ku dh 'kq:vkr cks/kx;k dh /kjrh ij 'kqØzokj ls gqbZA fuxek /keZ'kkyk esa vk;ksftr bl rhu fnolh; lEesyu esa ns'k ds vBkjg jkT;ksa ls vk, fofHkUu laxBuksa vkSj laLFkkvksa ds izfrfuf/k fgLlk ys jgs gSA dk;Zdze dk izkjaHka izfrfuf/k;ksa us Hkw[k ls eqfDr ij ,d iksLVj tkjh dj fd;kA

 mn~?kkVu l=  esa cks/kx;k eB Hkwfe la?k"kZ ls tqMh clarh vkSj dqarh nsoh us dgk fd gekjs vkanksyu us xjhc dks jksVh vkSj tehu ds vf/kdkj fnykus ds fy, la?k"kZ fd;k vkSj gekjh thr gqbZ ij vHkh Hkh jkstxkj xkjaVh dkuwu] ihMh,l] vkaxuckM+h e/;kgu Hkkstu ds fdz;kUo;u esa Hkkjh Hkz"Vkpkj gS ftlds fy, yack lkewfgd la?k"kZ djuk gksxkA tkus ekus vFkZ'kkL=h vkSj jkstxkj xkjaVh dkuwu cuokus esa vge Hkwfedk fuHkkus okys T;ka nzst us dgk fd flQZ dkuwu cukus ls cnyko ugha gksrk mlds fdz;kUo;u ds fy, Hkh la?k"kZ t:jh gSA mUgksaus dgk fd gesa uanhxzke vkSj flaxqj esa ljdkj ds neudkjh joS;s ls lcd ysrs gq, vHkh ls ykecan gks tkuk pkfg,A 

lqizhe dksVZ ds ofj"B vf/koDrk dksfyu xkastkyost us dgk fd ;fn Hkw[k ls eqfDr dk ;g vkanksyu 'kq: ugha gksrk rks ;g fuf'pr Fkkk fd [kk| lqj{kk nsus okyh ;kstuk,a vc rd [kRe gks tkrhaA mUgksaus dgk fd ljdkj esa vkfFkZd uhfr r; djus okyksa dh utj esa dgha Hkh vke vkneh ugha gS blfy, ljdkj us ctV esa xjhcksa ds fy, ;kstuk,a esa dksbZ fnypLih ugha fn[kkbZ gSA

ih;wlh,y dh egklfpo vkSj lqizhe dksVZ esa jksVh ds vf/kdkj dh loZizFke vihy djus okyh dfork JhokLro us dgk fd;g lEesyu flQZ ppkZvksa rd lhfer ugha jguk pkfg,A mUgksaus dgk fd lLrk vukt] dsjksflu vHkh Hkh lcdh igaqp ls ckgj gSa ysfdu ;fn Qlyksa ds mRiknu dks ns[kk tk, rks vukt esa deh dh ckr dsoy vkadM+ksa dk [ksy gSA Hkkstu ds vf/kdkj ekeyksa esa lqizhe dksVZ ds izeq[k lykgdkj fcjkt iVuk;d us dgk fd Hkkstu ds vf/kdkj dks ekSfyd vf/kdkj cukuk gksxkA blds lkFk gh lEesyu dks ckaXykns'k ls vk, izfrfuf/k dey us lacksf/kr djrs gq, dgk ge Hkh yM+kbZ yM+ jgs vkSj Hkkjr ls lh[k jgs gSaA dk;Zdze dks fouksn dqekj flag] egsUnzdqekj ,oa vk'kk feJk us Hkh lacksf/kr fd;kA 

'kfuokj dks lEesyu ds nwljs fnu etnwj fdlku 'kfDr laxBu ds fuf[ky Ms] uanhxzke ds la?k"kZ ls tqMh vuqjk/kk ryokj] eiz tkxzr vkfnoklhla?k dh ek/kqjh lacksf/kr djsaxhA 

dk: 




izeksn dqekj flag 



xkfyc

¼9835940081½



¼9431419356½


        ¼9931858396½

Press Note: 7th April 2007

Hkw[k ls eqfDr vfHk;ku

rhljk jk"Vªh; vf/kos'ku 06]&08] vizSy 2007 cks/k x;k


jkstxkj xkjaVh dkuwu ds csgrj fØ;kUo;u ds fy, Bksl j.kuhfr t:jh 

Ckks/kx;k -07 viSzy 2007

jkstxkj xkjaVh dkuwu cgqr la?k"kZ ds ckn gekjs gkFk esa vk;k gS] ysfdu blds csgrj fØ;kUo;u ds fy, yksxksa dk xksycan djus ds fy, Bksl j.kfufr;ka cukuh gksaxhA ;g fopkj jkstxkj xkjaVh dkuwu cuku ds fy, vkokt cqyan djus okys lkekftd dk;ZdŸkkZ fuf[ky Ms us dghA os fuxek frCcrh /keZ'kkyk cks/k x;k esa Hkw[k ls eqfDr vkSj dke ds vf/kdkj ij py jgs rhljs jk"Vªh; vf/kos'ku dks lacksf/kr dj jgs FksA bl lEesyu esa ns'k ds 22 jkT;ksa ds lkekftd laxBuksa] laLFkkvksa ds yxHkx vkB lkS dk;ZdŸkkZ 'kklu dh fofHkUu ;kstukvksa dh iM+rky dj jgs gSaA 

lekftd dk;ZdŸkkZ /khjsUnz >k us dgk fd jkstxkj xkjaVh dkuwu ykxw djus esa dsUnz jkT; ljdkj dksrkgh cjr jgh gS ysfdu [kq'kh dh ckr ;g gS fd dkuwu xzkeh.k xjhcksa [ksr etnwjksa dh xksycanh dk egRoiw.kZ vkStkj cuk gSA mUgksaus dgk fd tkWc dkMZ/kkfj;ka dh la[;k ds vuqikr esa iapk;r Lrjh; ctV cuuh pkfg, vkSj blds vuw:i dsUnzh; ctV izko/kku dks ykuk pkfg,a A

uanhxzke ds la?k"kZ esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkus okyh vuqjk/kk ryokj us dgk fd uanhxzke vkSj flaxqj rks ,d 'kq:vkr Hkj gS ljdkj iwjs ns'k esa tukanksyuksa dks dqpyus esa tqVh gqbZ gS blfy, tulaxBuksa dks dfBu la?k"kZ ds fy, rS;kj jguk pkfg,A mUgksaus vkxs dgk fd lst lekt vkSj fdlkuksa ds izfr ,d "kM;a= gSA bl l= dks ,u-Vh-;w-vkbZ ubZ fnYyh ds xkSre us lacksf/kr fd;kA lapkyu vFkZ'kkL=h T;kanzst us fd;kA 

vf/kos'ku esa jkstxkj xkjaVh ds vraxrZ lkekftd vads{k.k] U;wure etnwjh] ;kstuk esa efgykvksa dh fLFkfr] etnwj la?k vkSj laxBuksa dh j.kuhfr] izkstsDV fodkl] vuqlwfpr tkfr ,oa tutkfr okys {ks=ksa esa dk;Z fnol ij lekukarj dk;Z'kkykvksa dk Hkh vk;kstu fd;k x;kA fofHkUu jkT;ksa ls vk, izfrfuf/k;ksa us jkstxkj xkjaVh ;kstuk ds fØ;kUo;u dks ysdj vius & vkius jkT;ksa dh fLFkfr dk izLrqfrdj.k fd;kA 

dk: 




izeksn dqekj flag 



xkfyc

¼9835940081½



¼9431419356½


        ¼9931858396½

Press Note: 8th April 2007

Hkw[k ls eqfDr vfHk;ku

rhljk jk"Vªh; vf/kos'ku 06]&08] vizSy 2007 cks/k x;k


lalk/kuksa ij gd dh yM+kbZ tkjh jgsxh& es/kk ikVdj

Ckks/kx;k -08 viSzy 2007

orZeku vFkZO;LFkk dqN [kkl rcdksa dks ykHk igaaqpkus okys vkS|ksxhdj.k dh izfØ;k gS] ;g lc eksaVsd flag vgqokfy;k] eueksgu flag] vkSj ih fpncje dh oYMZ cSad ds lkFk feyh&tqyh lkft'k gSA ge bldh iwjh iksy [kksys fcuk eqfDr ugha ik ldrs gSaA ge ,slh lekt O;oLFkk pkg jgs gSa ftlesa lalk/kuksa ij yksxksa dk gd gks vkSj tc rd vius lalk/kuksa ij gd ugha ik ysrs rc rd ;g yM+kbZ tkjh jgsxhA ;g fopkj ueZnk cpkvks vkanksyu dh us=h vkSj lkekftd dk;ZdŸkkZ es/kk ikVdj us dgh A os fuxek frCcrh /keZ'kkyk esa vk;ksftr Hkw[k ls eqfDr vfHk;ku dh rhljs jk"Vªh; vf/kos'ku ds lekiu l= dks lacksf/kr dj jgh FkhA mUgkssaus ns'k ds gkykr ij fpark O;Dr djrs gq, dgk fd xkao rks nwj 'kgjksa esa Hkh yksxksa dks jk'ku miyC/k ugha gS vkSj mUgsa cqfu;knh t:jrsa iwjh djus ds fy, 15 fdyksehVj rd iSny pyuk iM+ jgk gSA lqJh ikVdj us dgk fd ;fn yksxksa dks muds thus ds fy, t:jr dh phtsa u feysa rks xksnke rksM+us esa Hkh dksbZ cqjkbZ ugha gS vkSj blds fy, gesa ,d vfuf'prdkyhu vkanksyu djuk gksxkA 

blds igys Hkw[k ls eqfDr vfHk;ku dh dfork JhokLro us vfHk;ku dh dk;Z ;kstuk vkSj Hkw[k ls eqfDr vfHk;ku ds laxBukREkd <kaps ij vf/kos'ku esa 'kkfey yksxkas dh lgefr ls cuk ,d izLrko i<+dj lquk;kA blesa dgk x;k gS fd vfHk;ku vc lkis{k :i ls fu"Ø; Hkwfedk fuHkk jgs lapkyu lewg dks lfØ; djus ds fy, l?ku iz;kl djsxkA blds lkFk gh vU; jk"Vªh; laxBuksa usVodZ dks Hkh blesa 'kkfey djds yM+kbZ dks rst fd;k tk,xkA blds lkFk gh ,d cks/kx;k oDrO; tkjh fd;k x;k ftlesa dgk x;k gS fd vfHk;ku viuh reke xfrfof/k;ksa esa ikjnf'kZrk vkSj tokcnsfgrk ds fl)karksa dk ikyu djus ds fy, izfrcn/k gSA 

vfHk;ku us dgk gS fd og fdlh Hkh rjg ds tcju foLFkkiu ds fo:n`/k] pkgs og cM+s cka/k gksa ;k NksVs] lsuk] fo'ks"k {ks=++ ds uke ij] fo'ks"k {ks= ds uke ij fdlh [kkl izkstsDV ds uke ij yksxksa ds gVk, tkus dk fojks/k djrs gSaA vfHk;ku us fo'ks"k {ks= Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k vf/kfu;e 2006 dks jnn djus dh ekax dh gSA blds lkFk gh lHkh ewyHkwr lsokvksa [kk| lqj{kk] f'k{kk] LokLF; ds loZO;kihdj.k ij tksj fn;k gSA  

lekiu l= dks ehjk f'kok] iq"ik] lqHkk"k] dkWfyu xksaatkfYol] T;ka nzst] vuqjk/kk ryokj us Hkh lacksf/kr fd;kA  blds ckn vf/kos'ku esa vk, 22 jkT;ksa ds yxHkx 800 izfrfuf/k;ksa us cks/kx;k eB ds la?k"kZ dks ;kn djrs gq, ,d jSyh fudkyhA

dk: 




izeksn dqekj flag 



xkfyc

¼9835940081½



¼9431419356½


        ¼9931858396½

ANNEXURE 5

Contact details of Workshop facilitators

( This Report is prepared by the secretariat of the Right to Food Campaign from notes taken during the various sessions by volunteers. We would like to thank the volunteers for all their efforts, without which this report would certainly have not been compiled.


� The states represented at the Convention were: Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Tripura, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Lakshadweep, and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.


� Financial statement of the Convention is presented in Annexure 2


� Extracted from the foundation statement of the Right to Food Campaign. The complete statement can be read at www.righttofoodindia.org. 


� Steering group: Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti (Asha Mishra), Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (Vandana Prasad, Mira Shiva), Human Rights Law Network (Colin Gonsalves), National Association of Peoples Movements (Arundhati Dhuru), National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights (Tanveer), National Campaign for Peoples Right to Information (Suchi Pande), National Campaign Committee of Unorganised Sector Workers (Subhash Bhatnagar), National Conference of Dalit Organisations (Ashok Bharti), National Federation of Indian Women (Annie Raja), People’s Union for Civil Liberties (Kavita Srivastava), Former Support Group members (Jean Drèze and V.B. Rawat)


� At the time of the Convention, the invited members were: Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samiti (Anuradha Talwar), Anna Adhikar Abhiyan Maharashtra (Suresh Sawant), Chhattisgarh Kisan Mazdoor Andolan (Gangabhai Paikra),  Vidya Sagar Samajik Suraksha Seva Evam Sodh Sansthan, Bihar  (Pramod Singh), Right to Food Campaign - Madhya Pradesh Support Group (Sachin Jain).


� See Annexure 3.


� Read Annexure 4.


( This Annexure is based on workshop notes and reports; some of these were incomplete.


* We would like to thank Rolly Shivhare (Vikas Samvad)for preparing the Press Notes for the Convention.





