Bal Adhikar Samvad Delegation to the Congress Chairperson Mrs. Sonia Gandhi 

20th December 2006.

A delegation from Bal Adhikar Samvad, met with Mrs. Sonia Gandhi on th evening of 20th December 2006.  The delegation comprised Annie Raja, Devika Singh, Jean Dreze, Kavita Srivastava and Navjyoti. She was presented with a copy of the FOCUS report and a set of demands (same as those presented to the prime Minister).

1. making NFHS III data public,

2. implementing the SC order in letter and spirit

and,

3. above all universaling ICDS with quality.

She said that she knew about the terrible condition of children and had also spoken with Montek Singh Ahluwalia who also was very concerned. The delegation expressed the same concerns with her and she said that she would try ensuring it priority in Congress ruled States. Devika Singh put forth that all efforts were being made to farm out work to ASHA, NGOs etc., in fact, everything but address the issues of improving outreach to under-threes and improve preschool education, which would require dealing with staffing, infrastructure and budget. These were priorities for improving quality. The delegation suggested that the 26th January Gram Sabhas could have ICDS as a priority.

Devika Singh spoke about the constraints that a single Anganwadi worker is subjected to, and the success of the TN model was related to the fact that there were two AWWs. The delegation also spoke of giving a dignity wage to the AWW and that Supreme Court orders had helped in streamlining ICDS in several places.  She agreed that she would treat it as a priority.

