ROZGAR ADHIKAR YATRA: NAGPUR TO RAIPUR

30 May

The Rozgar Adhikar Yatra was in Nagpur on 30 May and a state convention was organized on this occasion.  About 250 participants came from all over Maharashtra to share their experiences of the “employment guarantee scheme”, hear testimonies from the Yatra, and take part in cultural programmes.  The participating organizations included Communist Party of India, Kashtkari Sanghatana, KHOJ, Narmada Bachao Andolan, National Campaign Committee for Rural Workers, Punarvasan Sangharsh Samiti, Satyashodhak Gramin Kasthakari Sabha, Shetmajoor-Kamgar-Rojgar Hami Samanway Samittee, Shoshit Jan Andolan, as well as various women’s organizations, students’ organizations and Dalit organizations.  The bus also went to Diksha Bhumi and paid homage to the memory of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, one of the great champions of economic and social rights including the right to work.

31 May

The Yatra left Nagpur for Chhattisgarh early in the morning on 31 May.  A warm welcome, complete with garlands and breakfast, awaited the Yatra at the Maharashtra-Chhattisgarh border.  A team from Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti and Chhattisgarh Janata Bijali Union joined the Yatra from there with two more vehicles (a jeep and a bus).  Here as on other occasions, the bus was able to sail through the state border checkpost without paying the entry taxes, thanks to the sympathy of the staff.

Around 11 am the Yatra reached Thumdibod and a lively sammelan took place with the participation of some 400 people, mainly women.  The Yatra then proceeded to Rajnandgaon at 5 pm and went straight to Kapda Mazdoor Union office to pay its homage to Shahid Comrade Shankar Guha Niyogi, a fearless trade unionist who was killed in 1992 at the behest of local factory owners.  Street meetings also took place at Traffic Chauraha and other places.

In the evening the Yatra headed for Durg.   On the way, another welcome ceremony took place, at a toll booth. In Durg, the bus took a small break at a power sub-station and enjoyed the hospitality of the Bijali Union.  After a short while, around 8 pm, there was a big public meeting organized by the Bijali Union and a press conference.  This meeting went on until late at night.

1 June

On 1 June the Yatra made an early start from Durg for Raipur.  The first stopover was at Bhilai 3, where AITUC activists welcomed the Yatra with another round of garlanding.  A small street corner meeting and a nukad natak (street play) took place.  Then the Yatra was accorded another welcome by Janata Bijali Union at Bijli Colony (Bhilai), followed by speeches and songs.  Yet another colourful welcome awaited the Yatra at Kharun Nadi, where members of AITUC, People’s Union for Civil Liberties and Rupantar joined the Yatra.

A state convention was held in Raipur in the afternoon.  More than 500 participants came from all over Chhattisgarh, representing many different organizations including Adivasi Dalit Morcha, Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti, Bijali Janata Union, CPI, CPI(M), CPI(ML)-Liberation, Chhattisgarh Mukti Morcha, Nadi Ghati Morcha, People’s Union for Civil Liberties, Progressive Writers’ Association, Rupantar, among others.  Aside from discussions and debates on the right to work, many speakers emphasized the need for sustained struggle to ensure the implementation of an effective Employment Guarantee Act.  The participants also shared concrete ideas for future mobilization on this issue in Chhattisgarh.

