ROZGAR ADHIKAR YATRA – WHY AND HOW?
The Rozgar Adhikar Yatra was launched from Delhi on 13 May 2005. The aim of this Yatra is to strengthen the campaign for a full-fledged Employment Guarantee Act. The Yatra also seeks to affirm the right to work as an aspect of the fundamental right to live with dignity.
The Yatra is proceeding in a 47-seater bus, decorated with colourful slogans and photographs. The participants come from all over India and have diverse social backgrounds. They represent a wide range of organizations – women’s organizations, students’ organizations, Dalit organizations, workers’ organization, among others.  

The Yatra will go through ten states (Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh) before returning to Delhi at the end of June.  State conventions, public meetings, cultural activities, training workshops, street demonstrations, etc. will be taking place on the way.  Many eminent citizens are expected to participate in these events including A.B. Bardhan (CPI), Aruna Roy (MKSS), Arundhati Roy (writer), Baba Adhav, Dipankar Bhattacharya (CPI-ML Liberation), Medha Patkar (NAPM), Prabhat Patnaik (JNU), Siddharth Varadarajan (The Hindu), Sitaram Yechury (CPM), Swami Agnivesh, V.P. Singh (former Primer Minister), to name a  few.
The Yatra’s slogan is "Har Haath Ko Kaam Do, Kaam Ka Pura Daam Do”.  The main demand is the immediate adoption of a full-fledged Employment Guarantee Act with the following essential features: irreversible guarantee; universal entitlements; national coverage; assured payment of minimum wages; equal participation of women.

In financial terms, the Yatra relies on local hospitality and the generosity of the public.  Donations were collected in Delhi to hire the bus, and further donations are being collected on the way to cover diesel costs. The cash balance is low but the spirits are high.
For further information, see www.righttofoodindia.org (section on “Rozgar Adhikar Yatra”).  You can also contact the Yatra at 09868888127, or through People’s Action for Employment Guarantee (011-23510042, 9350530150 [Navjyoti], 9810060481 [Kamal]).
