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The Right to Food Campaign has been organized a State Level Protest at Cunningham Road in front of Food and Civil Supplies Department in Bangalore on 23 September 2011. During the protest more than 500 people from the Karnataka state, represented a wide range of grassroots organizations, community people came together for a Protest and public meeting in Cunningham Road-Bangalore.

At Protest place gathered people were Shouting slogans and displaying the Placards, banner with demands of Right to Food and apposed National Food Security bill which is going to implement in coming winter session, BPL survey and Cash Transfer.

Ms Sudha Convener of Right to Food Campaign-Karnataka delivered the speech on all these issues in front of the Protestants. She said that the empowered Group of ministers has accepted the draft National Food Security bill prepared by the Ministry of food and civil supplies. The center is proposing to pass it during the winter session of parliament. But this bill, instead of strengthening the existing right to food of citizens, is going to weaken it and make a mockery of the very concept of food security.

She also added that “32 the Magic Figure”, the planning commission told that the Supreme court on 21st Tuesday that anyone spending more than Rs 965 per month in urban India and 781 in rural India will be deemed not to be poor. Updating the poverty line cut-off figures, the commission said those spending in excess of Rs 32 a day in urban areas or Rs 26 a day in villages will no longer be eligible to draw benefits of central and state government welfare schemes meant for those living below the poverty line.

Bhagyalakshmi the Sexual minority community person also raised her voice against the national food security bill and the new proposal of the Planning Commission to the Supreme Court. She said that “we want universalisation of public distribution system and all people of society should get the basic needs such as food clothing shelter. So the government has to give priority to these issues then only the poverty can reduce. Today many people suffering from the poverty the nutritional food need to give to these people. It is one of the primary responsibilities of the government”.
The other leaders of the Right to food Campaign Ms Kathyayini also spoke about the criteria of BPL survey and Cash transfer and its impact on the common people as well as society. She said that this is one of the unrealistic decisions taken by the Planning commission and it will wash out the society without any humanity.

Ms Lakshmi the Active leader of Janavadi Mahila Vedike Karnataka has spoke on the issue of food security. The food is one of the basic needs of the people each and every citizens of the society has the right to get the food for his own survival, today many people living in a hunger situation so the government has to take welfare measures through providing the food security.
G.N. Simha also raised the voice against the government food security bill and other criteria’s of food grains distributions. He said that the planning commission’s decision about the food security has completely wrong and affected to the entire society especially for the rural area people.
At the time of protest many leaders of the Right to Food Campaign strongly apposed the Planning commission’s proposal and demanded Universalisation of the Food security for all Indian citizens. Again there was a strong apposition on Cash transfer and BPL survey.

Later on The Right to Food Campaign-Karnataka called Commissioner of Food and Civil Supplies department Karnataka but unfortunately he was in leave so the Joint Director of the department Ms Sujatha came to the Protest place. The Convener of the Right to Food Campaign Ms Sudha and other NGO representatives with the community people Memorandum had been handover to the Joint Director. After that she spoke about the demands of the Right to Food Campaign and also assured that to inform the higher authorities of the state government and will call for the meeting.
The Right to Food Campaign demanded that Universalisation of Public distribution system and the government should give the importance to the agriculture and other welfare schemes of the society. The campaign also demanded that there should be decentralized, local procurement, storage and distribution of food grains in every Taluk. PDS should be universalized, and not mere cereal security but nutritional security should be provided. Pulses, oil and local foods should be included in the PDS. The most vulnerable groups of society, such as the elderly, disabled, widows, single women, those affected by HIV/AIDS, migrant workers should be provided with food security and social security. 
Finally the campaign had done a successful widespread protest and spread a information about the issue of Planning commission’s Proposal, BPL survey, Cash Transfer through the Media and News papers to the mass people and also government.

The Right to Food Campaign has conducted the Press Conference at Press Club of Bangalore on 21 September 2011 regarding the Protest, National food Security bill, Cash Transfer and BPL survey. 

