NREGA in Ranchi District:

Selected Findings of a Survey of 28 Worksites(
	
	Percentage distribution of responses (%)
	Remarks

	
	Yes
	No
	Unclear
	

	Were  most labourers at this worksite employed in response to an application for work?
	4
	96
	0
	The process of “demand-driven” employment is not in place.  Most labourers did not know how to apply for work.

	Was this work selected by the Gram Sabha?
	39
	43
	18
	Low involvement of Gram Sabha in the selection of NREGA works.

	Were wages paid within a fortnight of the end of the week?
	32
	54
	14
	In most cases, wages are not paid within 15 days (as required under the Act), causing enormous hardship to the workers.

	Were wages paid in front of the labourers?
	54
	21
	25
	Lack of transparency in the payment of wages.

	Do the labourers have any complaints regarding the payment of wages?
	71
	20
	9
	Most labourers have complaints about wage payments (delays, under-payment, fraud, etc.).

	Were the following facilities available at the worksite?
Drinking water

Shade for periods of rest

Crèche
	64

68

4
	36

32

93
	0

0

3
	Mandatory worksite facilities are lacking – even water and shade in many cases.  Only one of the sample worksites had crèche arrangements.

	Is there a vigilance committee for this worksite?
	89
	4
	7
	Most worksites have a “vigilance committee”.

	Is the vigilance committee active?
	11
	46
	43
	However, most vigilance committees are inactive.


( This survey, conducted in May 2007 by students from Delhi University and Jawaharlal Nehru University as part of a “social audit” of NREGA, was initiated by the Centre for Development Economics (Delhi School of Economics) with logistic support from the Institute of Human Development (Ranchi).  The survey covered 28 randomly-selected NREGA worksites located in four Blocks of Ranchi District (Angada, Kanke, Khunti, Maandar).





