Press Note

19 May Ranchi (Jharkhand): Today was the last day of the mass social audit campaign being carried out by 300 volunteers in 15 panchayats in 4 blocks of Ranchi district. The volunteers in each of the panchayats concluded their muster roll verification exercise and inspection of worksites under the NREGA. In Kuchu panchayat in Angada block, on a well construction taking place on Gulab Singh’s land, the beneficiary deposited a cheque of Rs. 20,000 in the Zohna post office. This money was to be transferred as payments to the workers. However, the postmaster did not transfer the wages into the bank accounts of the workers and disbursed payments in cash. In the process he also pocketed Rs. 150-200 per worker. One of the workers Sona Singh Bodiya was to receive Rs. 622 for the number of days he worked, but the post master only gave him Rs. 400 as the total wages earned. Apart from the muster roll which should be available on each worksite, the beneficiary has also maintained an attendance register. The daily attendance, which should be recorded directly on the muster roll, is instead recorded in this register. 
In Chatvar village of Malti Panchayat villagers have been warned and instructed by the beneficiary (of the scheme under the NREGA) not to attend the gram panchayat social audit forum to be organized tomorrow 20 May, to discuss the social audit campaign findings. In the same village a road construction work was undertaken which was completed within 20 days, however, in the muster rolls the number of days shown against each worker is 50-54 days.  The villagers informed the social audit team that they had only worked for 3-10 days on that road.
In Siladon Panchyat, block Khunti, the job cards of the workers were with the panchayat sewak for the last 10 months, once the social audit team arrived in the panchayat the job cards were handed over to the workers. Villagers from Chilgu village informed the social audit team that although the work has been on-going in the village for the last 4 months, the junior engineer (JE) has not measured the work done over this period; as a result the workers have not received payments. The beneficiary (of the scheme under the NREGA) Narian Singh Munda informed the social audit team that he had to bribe the panchayat sewak Rs. 300 in order for him to measure the work done. In another village Chukru it’s the same story, on going works have not been measured and therefore, no payments have been made to the workers. When the social audit team reached the village and asked the JE and the panchayat sewak to explain why the works had not been measured for months and no payments made, the two immediately acknowledged their mistakes and began measuring the works. By the end of the day a cheque for payment of wages had also been made.
Block level officers have been following the social audit team in Urugutu panchayat in Kake block. These officers have been interfering in the muster roll verification exercise and inspection of worksites that is being carried out by the social audit team. 

A unique exercise was also undertaken today as a team also visited Tetri, Sehra and Kutiyatu panchayats in the Namkum block. These panchayts are not part of the 15 panchayts where the social audit campaign has been going on from May 16.  In Namkum block workers expressed their dissatisfaction with the NREGA saying that what the use of such a programme when payments are not made in time. Another serious concern is system of measurement of work and the payment of wages based on the system. In particular the women expressed a great deal of concern and dissatisfaction as they are the worst affected by this system of measurement and wage payment.
The social audit teams will come together in their respective panchayats for a social audit forum to be organized tomorrow from 10 am onwards.

For more information contact: 9934320657 (Balram); 9934306722 (Rajpal); 9234130264

