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New Delhi, 8th January 2006

Statement of the Steering Committee of the Right to Food Campaign

The decision of the Central Government to reduce the entitlement and increase the prices for food grain supply under PDS is a direct attack on the food security of all Indians especially the poor. Even Antyodaya Anna Yojana beneficiaries who are on the brink of starvation have not been spared. This cruel and unprecedented move comes at a time when a family is entitled to a measly 35 kilos per month compared to an average family cereal need of at least 60 kilos (NSSO Data 60th round). Now the government wants to reduce this allotment drastically. 

It was felt that such a decision would immediately hit the poorest 70% of the Indian population who are already living on less than the minimum nutritional standards (NSSO 60th Round, Utsa Patnaik) fixed by the Planning Commission way back in 1979. It was also felt that the UPA Government has  already gone back on its own commitment in the Common Minimum Programme to strengthen the PDS. The committee also felt that this anti poor step was also violation of the spirit of the Supreme Court Orders on the RTF Case pending before the Supreme Court.

It was stated that the government is out to further finish the food subsidy under the directions of the unholy trio of the World Bank, IMF and WTO and leave India’s poor to the mercy of the markets and the multinational corporations. 

The steering committee also condemns the manner in which the Delhi police inflicted violence on the NFIW activists who were carrying out a peaceful protest against the cut in the PDS quota and hike in PDS prices on 7th January. It indicates the concerted onslaught on the PDS and Farmers Support Programme. 

The Steering Committee demands transparency from the cabinet and would like to know both the basis of this decision and purpose this money is being diverted for. 

The RTFC in its recently organised II National Convention held in Kolkata had reaffirmed its commitment for a effective, corruption free and a Universal PDS. Thus the campaign will continue to struggle for this and oppose tooth and nail at the District, State and National level this recent decision of the GOI of reduction in quota and the hike in rates. We will also agitate for a upward revision of the ridiculously low poverty line of less than 11 rupees per person per day. 

The RTFC appeals to the people to take to the streets to oppose this anti poor step of the UPA government.  
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