Tentative Program Schedule

National Consultation on the Public Distribution System (26th -27th February, 2006)
Day 1: 26th February, 2006

Session 1:

Chair: Harsh Mander

Hunger & Poverty: Setting the context for the PDS – Utsa Patnaik
PDS as a Right/ Entitlements: A critique of the current policy: Madura Swaminathan

* Universalisation & Differential Pricing

* Grain prices and subsidies under PDS

* Quantitative Allocation per unit

* PDS and procurement System for foodgrains


i. Centralised vis-avis decentralized procurement


ii. Food Sovereignty Issues – Procurement of coarse grains

Responses from States & Discussions

Session 2: 

Chair: Jean Dreze

The Long Term Food Grain Policy Report – Abhijeet Sen
Critique of the Long Term Food Grain Policy Report – Madhuri 
Making PDS a Legal Right – Brinda Karat & Colin Gonsalves
Responses from States & Discussions

Summation of RTF positions

Day 2: 27th February 2006

Session 1: Accountability, Transparency & Governance
Chair: Biraj Patnaik

Speakers from:

Mumbai (Ration Kruti Samiti)

Rajasthan (MKSS)

Delhi (Parivaratan)

Chhatisgarh (RTF Campaign – Chhatisgarh)

Other State Responses

Key Issues for Speakers/ State Responses and Discussions

1) Operation of the PDS shop (Who should operate it? LAMPS, Panchayats, SHGs?)

2) Salespersons – reservations/ minimum wages reservations for salespersons

3) Margins and Commissions

4) Door step delivery issues 

5) PDS Infrastructure 

6) Ration Card as residential identity proof (Delhi Cabinet decision, forest dwellers, urban destitute, RKS experience)

7) Identification of BPL and appeal mechanism for BPL/ Antodaya inclusion

8) Periodicity of distribution of card

9) Re-designing of Ration cards to permit lifting in installments

10) Role of Vigilance Committees (Block, District and State level)

11) Cross verification using ration tickets (Rajasthan / AP)

12) Update on legal challenges to PDS reforms(Delhi/ Chhattisgarh)

13) Bogus ration cards

14) Complaint mechanism (Police/ Food Dept)

15) Appellate Authority for enforcement of ECA (Delhi experience)

16) Doubling of Antyodaya during lean months

17) Publication of off-take figures (State level websites/ Panchayat/ Block and district level)

18) Use of RTI for strengthening PDS

19) Prosecution under ECA – present experiences/ system of penalties

20) Any other Issues!!

Session II:

Mobilization of the RTF campaign for PDS Issues: 

Chair: Paul Devakar & Kavita Srivastava

Speakers : Annie Raja & Anuradha Talwar

Way forward for the RTF Campaign on the PDS

State Responses & Discussions

Action Plan formulation

