Subject: Plan of action on Sabotaging PDS and other issues

Dear Friends,
 
Over the 7th and 8th of January over twenty-five of us connected with the right to food campaign discussed two serious issues. The planning for the PDS National consultation and initiating a review on the PUCL vs UoI, right to food matter in the Supreme Court. The review began by looking at the BPL matter that has been pending in the SC since March 2003. The decisions that got taken are as follows. 
 
1. Raising our voice against the Government of India decision to increase PDS prices and reduction in Quota. 
 
The announcement of the sudden reduction in Quota and hike in prices of the PDS by the cabinet of the UPA Government provided the take off for the meeting on the 7 th. According to the announcement the Quota for BPL (TPDS) grain and AAY have been reduced from 35 kgs to 30 kgs and the Quota for APL has been decreased to 20 kgs along with a rupee increase in prices for both wheat and rice for the APL beneficiaries. According to news reports the resultant decision will lead to a reduction of the food subsidy by Rs. 4,524 crores of a total of over 28,000 crores. The subsidy now stands at 23,500 approximately.   
 
Since in the 2nd National Convention on Right to food and work at Kolkata (18 – 20 Nov, 2005) it was decided that we will work for efficient, corruption free and Universal PDS, we took this anti poor decision of the Government very seriously. A resolution was passed on this matter and a press statement was issued by the members of the steering committee [image: image1.png]


which is attached. It was decided that the campaign will oppose this decision tooth and nail. It was decided to hold protest rallies and dharnas at the State and District level in alliance with other groups. A press conference will be held shortly and a national protest will be announced soon. 
 
Colin Gonsalves has written an article to this effect which is also being circulated for discussion by all in the campaign. Please send your feed back to us urgently at 
righttofood@gmail.com and colin.gonsalves@hrln.org.
 We would also like to bring to your notice the police violence on NFIW activists who protested against this hike on 7 th morning itself. Delhi police went on the rampage beating up the women which caused injuries to Annie Raja and others. When we learnt of this in the meeting all of us rushed to the Chanakyapuri police station and stood in solidarity with the protestors who had been locked in the police station for about four hours. We have condemned this act of the police. 
 
2. Plan for the National Consultation on the PDS. (26-27th Feb, 2006 in Delhi) 
 
Most of the morning discussions on the 7th was taken up in planning this consultation. It was decided that the consultation will be organized on the 26-27 th of February in Delhi in continuation with the national meeting being organized by the campaign on the "organizational structure of the right to food campaign". This meeting as you are aware has been planned for 24-25 February, 2006. The objective of the meeting is to build an understanding in order to ensure that State continue to support the food security of the people through a PDS system which is universal, at cheap prices, efficient and corruption free. 
A core group was constituted by the meeting participants who will prepare the draft background note for this meeting, the framework of issues that we need to discuss in the convention were put forth by the group.  
It was also decided that there will be a registration fee of Rs. 100 per participant in order to self finance this meeting as the right to food campaign does not have any funds for this meeting. 
 
Please keep checking your mails for more information relating to this national consultation as the background note, the programme and other details of lodging boarding will be sent to you from the right to food secretariat. 
 
3. Review of the Supreme Court case with special reference to the BPL matter.
 
Since the PUCL matter on the right to food has been in the Supreme Court since April 2001 it is important that we review the case in totality as well as know the direction we wish to take for the future. Keeping this spirit in mind the review was initiated on the 8 th of January and we discussed the BPL matter at length particularly combed through the various papers like the minutes of meetings organised on this issue with MORD and the affidavits filed by the Government. The detailed note on the present status of the case will be sent to everybody shortly. 
 
Please remember that two meetings will be taking place in February in Delhi. We hope that you will block these dates and ensure your participation in both the meetings. Kindly inform us about your participation on prior basis.
 
24-25 Feb. – Organizational Structure of the Right to food Campaign
 
26-27 Feb. – National Consultation on the PDS and building alliances with like minded groups on this issue. 
 
The background note and programme schedule for both meetings will be circulated shortly. 
 
  
Navjyoti ( in consultation with Kavita and Anup)
Participants of the Meetings: Anjali Bharadwaj (SNS), Anup Srivastava (HRLN), Asif (Sruti), Balram (RTFC – Ranchi), Colin Gonsalves (HRLN), Dr. Umakant (NCDHR), Kavita Srivastava (PUCL), Madhuri Krishnaswamy (Jan Sangharsh Morcha), Gurjeet (GVS – Jharkhand), Manas Ranjan (Jaipur), Manoj Kumar Singh (People’s Forum), Navjyoti (RTFC – Secretariat), Neetu Matella (HRLN), Prashant Dubey (RTFC- Madhya Pradesh), Primla Lomba (NFIW), Samar (PSU), Seema Misra (SNS), Shweta Tripathi (Sruti), Soumen Roy (RTFC – WB network), Subhash Bhatnagar (NCC USW), Subrato De, Sudeep Ray (RTFC – WB network), Sukumar Gaine (RTFC – WB network),  Tanushree Sood (Commissioners Office), Uma Chaturvedi (RTFC – Madhya Pradesh), Vijay Goyal (BARC – Jaipur).

