Rajasthan BPL Survey – An Account*

I. Finalisation of the BPL List in Rajsthan:

As per point 3.(a). of the central government directions (dated October 10th 2005), a ranking of households based on the BPL Census 2002 will be prepared. The entire procedure of displaying this at the gram sabha, appeals etc will be followed. At the final stage, all such approved ranking lists will be consolidated at the district and then the state level. So there will be one master ranking list of households/people qualifying to be selected for BPL at the state level, arranged in ascending order of their approved scores.

The cut off of 17.36 lakh families (as worked out based on adjusted shares) will be applied to this list. That is, where the 1736200th family falls, the master list will be cut off. All those above the cut-off become the BPL families. The numbers for each district or sub district level automatically gets decided. 

But this is only a sub-set of the final list.

II. ‘Retaining’ the 1997 list: 

All those families who were BPL beneficiaries in 1997 and also got chosen within these 17.36 lakh families, well and good. But in addition, a separate list will be made of those who did not fall within this 17.36 lakh chosen, but were in the 1997 final BPL list – and they will continue to enjoy the BPL status (so that the SC directions are not violated). Thus in effect, it will be ensured that everyone on the 1997 list - whether or not they found a place on the ‘new’ list based solely on 2002 Census - continues to get BPL status.

III. Number of beneficiaries: 17.36 lakh or more?

We clarified with Dixit many times that the total BPL beneficiaries this time will exceed 17.36 lakh,  to the extent of the ‘spill-over’ list (those in 1997 but not in 2002). But I’ll be relieved if you could clarify this once again with him; since this is very important and he only said it verbally. As you also rightly pointed out, there are potentially huge cost implications to this. When I had asked him who will bear the additional cost, he vaguely said the centre will have to, it is their directions! He also mentioned something about this list not being the basis necessarily for all schemes which I’m not entirely clear. But I’m surely not taking his word for all this, since I think costs will be someone else’s decision – and this surely needs to be probed further. But what I could confidently state, is that he reiterated that the final BPL list will be larger than 17.36 lakh, assuming there will surely be families in the 1997 BPL list but left out in the ‘new’ list.

To clarify some terminology used :

1. Ranking List: List of households who qualify to be chosen as BPL ranked in ascending order of scores obtained. This is the list that will be displayed at the gram sabhas. Important: the cut-off will be decided only after the gram sabhas. So people are expected only to place objections on the scores or relative rankings, not on whether someone deserves to be above or below the cut-off.

2. ‘New’ List: That part of the final BPL list which will consist of names chosen solely on the basis of the 2002 Census and procedures outlined in Part I. In other words, the list of 17.36 lakh families.

3. ‘Spillover’ List: That part of the final BPL list  which will consist of names not contained in the above ‘new’ list but figured in the 1997 final BPL list. People on this list will also continue to receive BPL status. This figure is not know yet, and will become clear only after the cut-offs are applied.

4. Final BPL list: Sum of ‘New’ List and ‘Spillover List’.
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(based on a meeting of Sowmya Sivakumar and Gireesh Bhugra with Mr. V.V Dixit, Deputy Secretary, Rural Development Department, government of Rajasthan who is the officer-in-charge of the BPL survey in the state.)  

