Dear friends,                                                                                                             

We would like to invite you to the 2nd National Convention on the Right to Food and Work , to be held in Kolkata on 18-20 November 2005.  Organisations committed to the right to food and work are expected to join from all over the country.  The main purpose of this convention is to share experiences of grassroots action for the right to food and work, and to plan future activities.

Among the main issues to be discussed at the convention are: Public Distribution System; Children's Right to Food; the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act; the Right to Information Act; Protection of Existing Livelihoods; Land Rights; Gender Aspects of the Right to Food; Legal Action for the Right to Food; Organisational Aspects of the Right to Food Campaign.  This will be an action-oriented event, structured around a series of parallel workshops, plenary sessions, cultural activities, and more.  A tentative schedule is enclosed, along with details of the venue, local contacts etc.

Please consider organising meetings, workshops and conventions at the district/state level on these issues in advance of the national convention.  This would facilitate better involvement of local groups and grassroots organisations at the national convention.  Participating organisations are also invited to bring their campaign material (e.g. reports, posters, exhibitions, etc.) for circulation or display at the Kolkata convention

This event is a follow-up of the first National Convention on the Right to Food and Work, held in Bhopal on 11–13 June 2004, and also of the convention on "Employment Guarantee and Right to Work" held in Ranchi on 17–19 June 2005 as part of the Rozgar Adhikar Yatra.

The tentative budget of the convention is about Rs. 2,25,000/-. This cost will be met through voluntary donations and registration fees (Rs 100 per participant for three days, including food and accommodation).  All participants are expected to make their own travel arrangements.  Kindly book your tickets well in advance due to festival season.  Please let us how many are planning to participate in this convention so that we can plan for logistics.

For further information, please send a line to righttofood@gmail.com, check the campaign website (www.righttofoodindia.org) or contact the secretariat at 011-2351 0042 or 9350530150.

In solidarity,

Navjyoti and Rosamma

(secretariat, right to food campaign)

Venue of the Convention:

Badu Collective,

c/o JSK Training Centre (Nutan Ashram),

1, Shibtola Road, Village Maheswarpur,

P.O. Badu, Kolkata – 700128

(Please note that Badu is about 1 1⁄2 hrs from the centre of Kolkata.  To reach Badu, take a bus from Hawrah station (bus no. L 238) or from Sildah station upto Madhamgram and from Madhamgram take another bus or auto for Badu, after to reach Badu can ask about Nutan Ashram. )

