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PRESS RELEASE

ROZGAR ADHIKAR YATRA

Madhya Pradesh 16 - 31 October 2006

Bhopal, 16 October. Rozgar Adhikar Yatra has been launched from three places in Madhya Pradesh. This Rozgar Adhikar Yatra, which will travel through all the 18 districts notified under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) in Madhya Pradesh and will culminate into a Rozgar Adhikar Rally in Bhopal on 31 October.   The Rozgar Adhikar Yatra that began today at three places will have two phases covering 9 districts in first phase ending on 19th October and the second phase covering the rest of the district after the Diwali and Id festivals will end with a Rally on 31 October.   A state level tribunal is also planned in Bhopal on 1 November.  Today Rozgar Adhikar Yatras began from three different districts - Rewa, Tikamgarh and Balaghat. Fourth Yatra would begin from Baitul after Diwali.   These four Rozgar Adhikar Yatras will travel about 3500 kilometers, covering all the 18 districts covered under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act.  

Conceived and initiated by the National Conference of Dalit Organisations (NACDOR), a nationwide confederation of grass root Dalit Organisations, this Rozgar Adhikar Yatra aims at generating public consciousness on the rights of poor under the NREGA and to sensitise state machinery to implement this scheme in its sprit and intentions with utmost seriousness. Supported by Wada Na Todo Abhiyan, Samarthan, Poorest Areas Civil Society (PACS) and several other national and regional networks, social organizations and NGOs, the Rozgar Adhikar Yatra based upon its experiences gathered during the Yatra will prepare demands the immediate and proper implementation of NREGA in Madhay Pradesh and guaranteeing of the right to work.

The Rozgar Adhikar Yatra is also undertaking social audit of implementation of NREGA in MP and would prepare a Charter of Demands, that would be submitted to the state and the central governments for immediate action. Public hearings and social audit exercises will also be undertaken in course of Yatras.

The organisations involved in the Yatra have also found out in their initial surveys in different districts of MP that people applying for 'work demand' are not being given the receipt, the participation of women is very less and the water and land conservation works are not being considered. It has also come to the light in MP that most of the work is being given to contractors who are flouting all norms of NREGA.   The Yatra would also demand that the minimum wage should be the standard for all work, landless to be given a priority in the scheme, proportionate share in NREGA employment to SC/STs, the right to information act should be implemented for muster rolls and as a priority, job cards/work should be made available to aged men-women and disabled.
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Formed in a National Conference of Dalit Organisations in December 2001, NACDOR is a confederation of more than 300 grass root Dalit Organisations spreaded all over India. NACDOR is the founder of World Dignity Forum and is closely linked with the World Social Forum, GCAP, MDG and other International Campaigns.

