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Alert!!

Background

We would like to bring to your kind notice the sensitive and burning issue with regard to the critical condition of malnutrition in Madhya Pradesh. There have been 85deaths due to malnutrition and related diseases in the state in the last 7 months which require urgent intervention. We are releasing this alert note to share the critical situation and the state’s response to the problem of malnutrition.

It is an established fact that, 55% of the children in Madhya Pradesh are malnourished and hence require special attention. Due to the intervention of the media and the people’s organizations, the situation has come to light and became an issue of debate and campaign .The main cause behind this is the non-compliance with the required minimum levels of nutrition. 80%of a child’s mental and physical growth takes place in the initial two years. During this time the child should be given ample care and nutrition. In the case of a malnourished child, there is absence of enough nutrition and care during this period, and hence, the over all development of the child is affected and hampered .The basic indicator of malnutrition is weight and height of the child which is proportional to its age. In India 55%-60% of the children do not stand upto the mark. The resistance capacity of an individual is also linked to the standard of malnourishment. A severely malnourished child will no doubt have very little resistance capacity. This in turn paves the way for a number of diseases like fever, vomiting, measles, diarrhea etc to catch up with them. Under normal circumstances ,these diseases are not very dangerous and are curable easily .But as far as a malnourished child is concerned, these diseases become a death trap .It is unforgivable that the system as well as the society has not given much priority to the matter ,which has already taken a huge toll on the poor.

Situation in of MP

Badwani - Hingua,  a village in Sendhwa Tehsil has catapulted  to center stage since it is here that the lives of five innocent children have been laid down at the alter of food insecurity (Reported on 26th October, 2004). Given below are the names and details of the children -
1. Gaurav Subhash Bhil aged 1 year, Bhilati settlement of Hingua village, 

      died on 2nd Sept 2004
2. Rakesh Subhash Bhil aged 3 years, Bhilati settlement of Hingua village, died on 24th Sept     2004
3. Parvati Bai Chattersingh  Bhil aged 5 years,Bhilati settlement of Hingua village ,died on 2nd Oct  2004
4. Jija Bai Jairam Bhil aged 3 year, Bhilati settlement of Hingua village, died on 8th Oct 2004
5. Ajay Jairam Bhil aged 7 year, Bhilati settlement of Hingua village, died on 10th October 2004
Due to malnutrition, their health condition was such that, many diseases caught up with them. Their families were in abject poverty and hence were not even in a position to provide medical facility to them. The Chief Medical Health Officer of Badwani district has confirmed that the deaths have been due to malnutrition. There are 40 more children in this village who are severely malnourished and in grave danger. 184 other children are in the IIIrd stage of malnutrition here .To top it all, 24 surrounding villages are also facing similar grave and critical conditions of malnutrition according to the information provided by Seema Prakash Michael of Spandan Samaj Sevi Samiti, an organization which works in the area of right to food.

Administration’s response - Malnutrition is not a problem which can be solved in a week’s time and it is no doubt, a long drawn process. The response of the state government in this arena is not at all encouraging. Every time deaths occur in a village, the state government authorities go to the place and provide medical and nutritional facilities to the people there. But the problem here is that the    government is not taking proper and serious steps to identify such villages in advance i. e. before such mishaps occur. Providing relief after the deaths have occurred, should not be the strategy of the state, instead, such villages should be identified at the earliest and steps should be taken to provide medical and nutritional facilities at the earliest, so that deaths can be prevented in future. In the year 2001, in a study conducted by CEHAT, it was an established fact that 80% children of Bhil tribal community are severely malnourished. This report was also submitted to the Government and  Supreme Court  (Case No. 196/2001, PUCL Vs Union of India and Others).In spite of all this ,the authorities have turned a blind eye to the situation. 
Dr. Lakshmi Baghel, District CMHO, Badwani stated that the severely malnourished children come from those families who migrate to Maharshtra in search of employment
. It means that the district administration fails to provide enough employment opportunities to the poor tribal families and it is the children in turn, who are made to pay with their lives for the lapses on the part of the State. It is vital to note here, that the authorities are not made accountable for any lapses at their end.  The question of accountability which ought to be given much thought, does not find place any where in the scenario.
The past eight months, stand testimony to the fact that, there have 28 malnutrition deaths in the state. The acute condition has been highlighted by the media and peoples oriented NGOs working in the state much to the embarrassment of the state government authorities at different instances. But the fact remains that it is not being taken seriously by the concerned authorities.

This grave situation continues in other districts of Madhya Pradesh as well-

Chatterpur- In Jata Shanker village in Chatterpur district 8 children died due to malnourishment and measles within a period of 12 days in August and September.

Damoh- In BhainsaTola village of Damoh district, within a span of two months, 7 tribal children died due to malnutrition. The lack of availability of medical facilities in the village, adds to the difficulties of these tribals. Around 10 families here are on the verge of collapse due to starvation and they have not yet been given Antyodaya cards
.
Khandwa- In March 2004, 3 children of Saidabad village of Khalwa block of Khandwa district died due to malnutrition and this was brought to the notice of the State authorities by the Right to Food Campaign. This matter was also brought to the notice of the Commissioners of the Supreme Court as well, who in turn issued notice to the Chief Secretary of the state. An interesting fact to be noted in this behalf is that, the state did not think it necessary to, at the least send a reply to the Commissioners. Five months later, on 11th of September 5 more children lost their lives in village Mohalkheri village of the same block.
Shivpuri-The Sahariya dominated Shivpuri district is also severely malnourished. But the story of ICDS program is worth mentioning which due to political and un-accountable administrative system is not functioning properly. The supplementary food for children has not been available with the Anganwadies for last 12 months even after the intervention of Supreme Court Commissioners on this issue
.

Morena –In the Pahardgarh block of this district which is a tribal dominated area, death due to malnutrition is nothing new. I n the months from June to August the following children lost their lives due to malnutrition in the villages of Maanpur, Mara, Jaderu, Dhaundha,Khora and Kusmani:

1. Guddi D/OPuran Adivasi.

2. Pappu S/OKedar Adivasi.

3. Vikas S/O Rasula Adivasi.

4. One year old son of Mahesh Adivasi.

5. Four year old daughter of Ramvaran.

Apart from this, during this period there is one reported case of abortion of a lady (Lakshmi W/O Ramdayal.) due to malnutrition from this area.

Table showing malnutrition deaths in different districts in Madhya Pradesh in the past eight months of children belonging to the age group 0-6.

	S.No.
	District
	Village
	No of Deaths
	Cause of Deaths
	Period

	1
	Badwani
	Hingua
	5
	Malnutrition
	October’04



	2
	Chatterpur
	Jatasankar
	8
	Malnutrition and Measles
	August.’04

	3
	Damoh
	Bhaisatola 
	7
	Malnutrition
	August’04

	4
	Khandwa
	Saidabad

Mohalkheri
	8
	Malnutrition
	March-Sept’04

	5
	Morena
	Maanpur,Mara, Jaderu,Khora and Dhaundha
	5
	Malnutrition
	June–August’04

	6
	Shivpuri
	Different parts of Shivpuri
	50

	Malnutrition and Measles
	March–May’04


The above table tries to highlight the reported malnutrition deaths in different districts of the state. It is clearly evident that almost all the deaths have taken place in the tribal areas. The gravity of the situation can be gauged by the fact that in the month of August itself, more than 15 malnutrition deaths have occurred in the state. 

State’s response

Though the Constitution of our country aims at the establishment of a welfare state, the authorities and governments seem to be very little very interested in the concept. A no. of programs have been chalked out but, they are all undertaken by the government for name sake alone, without yielding much results. The officials and authorities at the state level are not sensitive enough where the problem is concerned. The budgetary allocations for these programs are forever insufficient. The efforts taken by the Supreme Court in this regard are commendable, but unfortunately the state government appears to have resolved to remain a passive spectator. This attitude of the government can perhaps be attributed to the fact that, there is no accountability for non-performance. The situation is going to change for the better, only if the officials are made personally accountable for the deaths, which occur partly due to their insensitive attitude.

A) The enrollment reality

Table showing enrollment of Children and mothers under SNP, per AWC and % of eligible population in Madhya Pradesh

	Name of State
	Total Population in Age Group (0 – 6)
	Enrollment

 under SNP (0-6)
	% of eligible population enrolled under SNP
	Average No. of Children enrolled per AWC

( norm is 80)
	Average No of mothers enrolled per AWC

(norm is 20)

	Madhya Pradesh
	10,618,323
	2,334,789
	22
	57
	15


The table clearly shows the non compliance of the Supreme Court orders so far as the coverage of the beneficiaries is concerned. As far as nutrition is concerned, where the norm set is 80 in the case of children, the actual enrollment in the state is only 57. And where the norm set for pregnant mothers is 20, only15 have been enrolled .The total population in the state in the age group 0-6 is 10,618,323 and only 2,334,789 have been enrolled under the SNP.

B) The allocations reality

Inadequate allocation per beneficiary per day under SNP

	Inadequate allocation per beneficiary per day under SNP (Non Plan)
 

	Select States
	Planning Commissions computation of funds needed for SNP for children (0-4) and mothers 

(Rs in crores)
	Allocation for SNP by State Governments (2002-2003) 

(Rs in crores)*
	Funds allocated against central norm of Rs 1 per beneficiary per day**



	Andhra Pradesh
	80
	85
	0.57

	Haryana
	30
	9
	0.22

	Himachal Pr
	9
	10
	0.48

	Jharkhand
	Not Available
	7
	0.42

	Karnataka
	85
	39
	0.33

	Madhya Pradesh 
	211
	59
	0.49

	Maharashtra
	174
	45
	0.35

	Orissa
	93
	85 
	0.87

	Uttar Pradesh 
	439
	85
	0.51

	West Bengal
	143
	56
	0.98

	From Commissioners report

Note: Planning Commission computation is for undivided MP and UP

	** Authors Calculations, calculated using the central norm of 100 beneficiaries per centre with feeding to take place for a minimum of 300 days in a year. 

	Source: *Annexure 5.8.7, Annual Report 02-03, Planning Commission, 


The inadequate allocation of funds is also a major issue which proves the negligence of state towards the problem of malnutrition. The analysis shows that according to the Planning Commissions computation of funds, funds needed for SNP for 0-4 years children and mothers Madhya Pradesh are Rs. 211 crores, Instead of this only 59 crores of Rupees made available by the state government.

The center has set a norm of Rs.1.00 per beneficiary per day and the state spends only Rs.0.49 on each child each day. Another interesting fact to be noted in this respect is that the norm of Rs. 1.00 per child per day was set in 1991 and has shown no revision thereafter. In a letter (sent to all the states by the Commissioners of the Supreme Court), they indicated that, “the financial norms need review in view if price escalation over the years”. Thus there is an urgent to revise these norms and to increase it to Rs. 2.00 per child per day at the very least.

C) Response to the Supreme Court

Despite the fact that there are Supreme Court orders  saying that the ICDS should be implemented in full, in Shivpuri district of Madhya Pradesh in the year 2003-2004 the budgetary allocation for supplementary nutrition was Rs. 2,51,23,000/-, and the department only spent Rs. 90,19,557/-. This result- long and interrupted disruptions in the supply of nutrition to highly vulnerable children and mothers living in the Sahariya dominated area of the state. Today, even after the intervention of the Supreme Court Commissioners, the supply of supplementary nutrition is still in a situation of havoc.

In the Supreme Court case (196/2001, PUCL vs. Union of India and Others) Supreme Court of India has designated two commissioners to monitor the situation and compliance of the SC orders. These Commissioners seek the support from grass root organizations and analyze the situation after getting information and data from Government and Non-Government sources and submits its report to the Supreme Court. In this process Commissioners have written many letters in different matters related to starvation deaths, malnutrition deaths and non-compliance of the Supreme Court orders to the State Government for taking action, but they did not receive any response from them.

	Letters receiving no response from Government of Madhya Pradesh



	Issue on which response/ action was to be taken
	Reference number of Commissioners Letter

	Bad Quality of food under the cooked MDM scheme in Sidhi District
	Letter no. Sidhi.MDM/180 /MP dt. 10.04.04

	Death due to starvation in Sidhi District
	Letter no. Sidhi death/186 /MP dt. 20.04.04

	Financial Allocations for the Cooked Midday Meal Scheme
	Letter no. MDM/194/GoMP dt. 17.6.04

	Infant Deaths due to hunger in Khandwa District
	Letter no. Khandwa.deaths/ 182/MP dt. 12.4.04

	Non– implementation of Mid Day Meal Scheme
	Letter no. MDM.Complt/ Rewa /130/MP

Dt. 01.10.03

	Non Provision of Supplementary Food under the ICDS in Shivpuri District
	Letter no. ICDS Shivpuri. 154/MP dt 03.3.04

	Non Provision of Supplementary Food under the ICDS in Shivpuri District
	Letter no. ICDS Shivpuri.154 /MP dt. 03.03.04



	Non Utilization of Funds for Supplementary Nutrition (ICDS) in Shivpuri District
	Letter no. SNP Shivpuri/185 /MP dt. 20.04.04



	Starvation Deaths in Chindwara District
	Letter no. Chindwara.deaths/ 184/MP dt. 13.04.04

	Status of Implementation of ICDS
	Letter no. Info.ICDS/176/ <State code>  dt. 26.03.04

	Violation of Court Orders relating to the ICDS
	Letter no. SNP (ICDS)/177/ «State_Code» dt. 29.03.04


The above analysis establishes the fact that even after the constant intervention of Right to Food Campaign, people’s organizations and NGOs, the situation still takes a critical turn. It’s high time we came together on a war footing and devise methods and action plans to fight the issue immediately. 

Sachin Kumar Jain/ Priya Pillai

For Right to Food Campaign Madhya Pradesh
� Navbharat, Dated 26-10-2004, Page-1, Lead story ; DeshBhandhu, Dated 26-10-2004, Pge-1, Lead story and Dainik Bhaskar,  Dated 26-10-2004





� Information provided by Dr. MunnaLal Kurechya. Samhit Vikas Samiti, an organization working in the area on the issue of right to food.


�  Information provided by Seema Prakash Michael, Spandan Samaj Sevi Samiti, an organization working in the area on the issue of  right to food.


�  Information provided by Mr. Ramji Lal Ray, Parhit Samaj Sevi Sanstha, an organization working in the area on the issue of  right to food.


2 From Supreme Court Commissioners Report


� From Supreme Court Commissioners Report


� From Supreme Court Commissioners Report


� From Supreme Court Commissioners fifth  Report, page-14


� Issue raised by the Right to Food Campaign Madhya Pradesh Group.


� From Supreme Court Commissioners fifth  Report
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