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TRIBAL MIGRATION: WHITHER EMPLOYMENT GURANTEE?

Preface:

A large number of tribal families from Khalwa Block of Khandwa district migrate every year during March? April to the neighboring districts especially Harda and Hoshangabad. 

It is called "chait" in local dialect. The trend of migration is on rise and now the families are migrating along with children and even cattle. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme was flagged off in February 2006 with the basic purpose to check migration and provide employment at the doorsteps. But the District Administration couldn't have effective measures to check the migration. Consequently hundreds of people were forced to migrate in search of employment. When the issue was raised the reaction and response of people's representatives or Administration was not very encouraging. We upheld our stand that despite Employment Guarantee these marginalized families couldn't secure the Right to Work.  

The impact of migration has far reaching effects on socio-economic life. The worst effected are the vulnerable women and children. The inhumane conditions in which people live are denial of their Human rights. 

It is with this purpose that a rapid survey was conducted to highlight the reality of migration and establish the fact that the Administration failed to provide right to work and their Human Rights were violated. The report discusses the situation of migration, its impact on the families especially women and children, hunger as a cause of migration and the extent of deprivation of employment guarantee. 

The report is aimed at apprising the administration of the reality of migration and fix the responsibility for depriving the people of their right to work. It is also an initiative to create sensitivity among the policy planners and facilitate initiatives towards assigning priority and ensuring transparency in implementation of this ambitious scheme.

The study focused on assessment of: present scenario of migration/its impact on families especially women & children/hunger as propelling cause of migration/ the differences in present employment and employment guarantee/extent to which the human rights are violated by migration.  

The information was collected from the probable villages in Harda district where majority of families have migrated. We met and discussed the situation on site with the migrant families in villages namely Ambasel, Rolgaon, Masangaon, Nalkheda, (Khedipura)Mahmoodabad, Rehatgaon, Barangi, Palasner, Chhipabad and Mandla in Harda district. About 100 families were interviewed at the palace of migration  itself and that provided us with first hand information and experience. We met and talked to 407 migrant labors belonging to 15 villages of Khalwa Block in Khandwa district. It included 208 men and 199 women. We also observed and assessed the extent of malnutrition in 54 under six children and 39 school going children.   

The present status of migration:

We met the migrant families from 15 villages of Khalwa block in Khandwa district. These families are Korku tribals from Kekadiya, Junapani, Chiktalai, Dabhiya, Arakheda, Dholgaon, Jamniya, Chimaipur, Udiyapur, Dhamagulai, Kumharkheda, Karwani, Medhapani, Ranai and Khokhriya.

The survey predicts that the migration rate is 51.6% for men and 48.4% for women. This suggests that there is a possibility of about 2062 men and 1980 women having migrated. The overall average rate of migration across the Khalwa block with a population of about 1,30,000 spread over 149 habited villages is estimated to be around 3.01%.


Even children have migrated with the families. We found 93 children It included 54 children in 0-6 age group and 39 children in 6-14 age group. The projection for child migration is :       

During the survey we tried to assess the extent of malnutrition among the under six. Out of the 27 under six weighed and graded 37% were malnourished and among them 20% severely malnourished.   

     

Most of the 39 children we found left the schooling in between. Most of the children could not appear in exams as well. 

The economics of migration: 

There has been a major shift in the mode of wage payment of migrant labors. Contrast to earlier practice of paying daily wages it has been changed to providing contracts to the migrant labors. It is a sort of bargain. The employer farmer informs of the area of his field or the amount of seeds sown. The labors then quote the rate in terms of number of grain bags. Then the bargain is done and a consensus is arrived. For example 12 bags for 15 acres or 10 bags for 12 acres and so on. There is no fixed norm. It is usually very difficult for the migrant labors to ascertain the area of the field. Many a times the employer misinform the migrant labors of the amount of seeds sown. As the entire deal is by the word of mouth and mutual trust there is scope for exploitation. It also relieves the employer to pay daily wages. The payment is made in terms of grains. The final payment is made at the expiry of the work. 
During the migration the labor depends entirely on the employer for practically all his needs may it be buying daily needs, tobacco and vegetables or money needed for health care. During the final settlement all the advances so made are deducted from the payable amount. The employers reach the villages of migrant labors in advance and pay them advances or other benefits and thereby bound them with an obligation to migrate. Many employers come with tractors to transport the labors. This obstacle to ascertain the norm for contract. It also does not depend on the number of labors working in a field since the deal is a fixed total quantum. Thus as the number of labors will increase the per capita wage will reduce. When we discussed with 407 surveyed migrant labors about the contract amount in teams of grains the economic scenario of migration appeared something like this: 

· Number of labors surveyed: 

407

· The contract amount of grain bags:
262 bags (26200 kilograms)

· The area of field to be harvested:
362 acres

· Per acre payable bags:


0.72 bags (72.4 kilograms) 

· Per labor share of bags: 

0.64bags (64.4 kilograms) 

· The market value of grains payable to labors@ 7rupees/kg: 451 rupees 

· Assuming 15 days of average man-days the daily wages:  30 rupees per day.

The work does not merely is limited to harvesting of grains but include many other chores like thrashing the grains, storing the remains, manuring the fields and so on. Till these supplementary works are accomplished the final settlement is not done. These works are not considered for wages payable. The migrant families can not return till all these are done.  

The migrant labors depend solely on the employer for their daily grains consumption. The grains so procured are deducted during the final settlement. This economics appear something like this: 

· Per capita per day grain consumption of an adult migrant labor:  1.100 kilograms

· The market value of per capita per day consumption@ 7/-kg:      7.70 rupees 

· Per child per day grains consumption : 


500 grams 

· The market value of per capita per day consumption@ 7/-kg:      3.50 rupees 

If we assume that two adults work and two children depend on them the daily food expense alone works out to be 21 rupees. This is 68% of the daily earnable wage just to quench the hunger. A family s left with mere 10 rupees (32%) to meet other daily basic needs. Further if we compare it with the statutory minimum wages it will be mere 52%. When the Employment guarantee scheme is ongoing and that too in most poor districts (including Khandwa) the inability to curb migration can not be explained in any way except that the workers were devoid of their Right to work.

Migration is a dangerous trap. The employers provide loans and advances to the labors fairly easily. Let it be marriage, festival or treatment the employer can be easily approached and one gets the money that too without interest in most cases. This automatically bounds the labors to return back. If one does not return or is unable to pay back the loan falls into the trap of compounding interest. Contrast to what many think, migration is the compulsion of hunger and not the tradition.  

During the survey all the families shared that if they had employment at the village itself they would not have come. The feeling was strong among the women. Most of the families had job cards but no work. 

The living conditions of the migrant families

The terrible living conditions of migrant labors in no way suggests that ones right to life and a dignified living ensured in the Constitution is granted. Families make their homes under trees in or near the fields. They don't have roof or walls. The clothes and rags are hung on the tree trunks. The ropes are tied to make a swing for kids. The children able to walk wander around in hot sun, mobilize water and fuel woods and are devoid of proper acre and food. Most of the families subsist on mere roti and chutney and occasional supplement of dhal. Inadequate food, nutrition, health or care leads to rapid malnourishment. The families live in darkness of night. The fear of reptiles scares them. As the sheaves and husk are highly inflammable, they can't even light a oil lamp. There seemed to be no efforts by the local administration to provide any basic facilities to these migrant labors. They have no accessibility to school, Anganwadi, health center or fair price shops. The terrible face of migration is seen in the fact that the families are forced to bring their cattle as well. 


There are no work site facilities for first Aid and their own sickles hurt many of the labors. As they are iron the possibility of tetanus is high. In case of major accidents like loss of limbs the employer gets the worker treated and sends them back with some paltry compensation. There doesn't seem to be any role of the state administration in this regard.

Major Findings: 

1. The migration has taken place from Khalwa block and the overall rate is 3.01%. An estimated 4000 people have migrated with male migration at 51.65% and women migration at 48.4%.

2. Children have also migrated with migration rate among under six at 6.5%

3. 37% children under six are expected to be malnourished with severe malnutrition ranging up to 20%.

4. The school going aged children are devoid of education.

5. The daily wage works out to be around 30 rupees a day, which is merely 52% of the statutory minimum wages.

6. The consumption on food alone is 68% of the earnable wages.

7. The work site facilities are negligible and the families live in most inhumane conditions. 

8. There is practically no privacy or health facility for women. The problems for pregnant and lactating mothers are even more.

9. There is no social security for the migrant labors.

10. The wage earners are exploited in terms of wages payable. 

11. Hunger seems to be the most crucial factor leading to migration. 

12. Despite job cards the absence of work in resident villages has devoid these migrant families of their right to work under NREGA.

13. Local administration seems to be unconcerned about the welfare of migrant labors. 

Official population of Khalwa Block: 		1,30,948


Total habited villages:					149


Surveyed migrant labors from 15 villages:		407


Surveyed migrant male labors from 15 villages: 	208 (51%)


Surveyed migrant female labors from 15 villages: 	199 (49%)


Estimated per village migration:  			27


Estimated migration from 149 villages:		4042


Estimated male migrants: 				2062


Estimated female migrants:				1980	








		





Surveyed under six migrant children from 15 villages: 	54


Estimated under six migrant 	children per village:		3.6


Total number of AWC in Khalwa block: 			270


Estimated under six migrant children: 			972


Number of AWC enrolment in Khalwa block:		14884


Estimated proportion of under six migration:			6.53%








Rajesh Kalia from village Chiktalai aged one and half years old arrived in village Barang with his parents about 10 days back. Before arriving here for migration Rajesh's father noted the weight at 12 kilograms but in ten days he has lost two kilograms. With nothing to do except roam in scorching heat and with improper care or nutrition the condition of Rajesh is expected to further worsen.





Phoolwati Ramesh of village Sunderdev has migrated to Rolgaon 15 days back. She lives with others under the tree. She has to drink the water from the nearby river. The health worker comes in a week. Phoolwati is in her eighth month of pregnancy. She has to work long hours breathing the chemical fertilizers used. One can only imagine  to what extent it can harm her or her foetus. 








