
8 March 2005

DR. N. C. SAXENA

COMMISSIONER OF THE SUPREME COURT

IN THE CASE: PUCL Vs UOI & ORS. WRIT PETITION (Civil) NO. 196 of 2001

Mdmsmediarep/284/DoEEL

To

 Smt. Kumud Bansal
Secretary,


Ref: Media report “Food, for education” by Annie Zaidi, in Frontline, 11 March 2005

Dear  Smt. Bansal, 

This is with reference to the abovementioned media report, which is enclosed herewith for your reference. The following issues of concern have been brought to light, regarding which I seek your comments.

1. With regard to Assam, the report states on page 50 that several sarpanches were entirely unaware of the orders of the Supreme Court regarding the implementation of the mid day meal scheme (MDMS hereinafter). 

2. With regard to Bihar, the report states on page 50 that although the State Government states it has begun full implementation of the scheme in the State, the implementation of the scheme leaves much to be desired. In East Champaran District, cooked meals are reported to have never been served. The report states that at the middle school at Neemarang in Jamui District, teachers of the school have had to bear transportation costs. 
Further, on page 51 the report states that access to water is a problem faced in the implementation of the scheme.

3. With regard to Orissa, the report states that the MDMS is not being implemented in the entire state. As per the report, teachers insist on a certain percentage of attendance to provide the meals. 
4. With regard to Maharashtra, the report points out that in the implementation of the scheme, the responsibility of cooking tends to get delegated to teachers or older children and that the food served is often sub standard.

5. With regard to Madhya Pradesh, the report brings out the fact that the State Government has tried to introduce the concept of a parent teacher association making it responsible for putting up cooked sheds and procuring fuel among other things. Although it is unclear whether this is continuing, I urge that that you make an enquiry regarding the same. 

6. It appears that a problem related to transportation of foodgrain is faced across States. The report on page 51 states, “transportation of foodgrain is … a major problem faced by the schools. The State Food Corporation is the nodal agency, which is supposed to drop the grain at the doorstep of the school. But by all accounts, the children or the village panchayats have had to cough up money for transportation.” The report further states that although the Government of India has ordered that cereals be transported from the FCI godowns one month in advance this does not infact happen in the field. 

Since the issues brought out in the report are of serious import, I request you to share your thoughts on the issues brought out. I also request information on action that you might have taken on these specific issues. 

With Regards,
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Dr. N. C. Saxena







 

Enclosures: Media report, “Food, for education” by Annie Zaidi, in Frontline, 11 March 2005
CC: Chief Secretary, Govt. of Assam; Chief Secretary, Govt. of Bihar; Chief Secretary, Govt. of Maharashtra; Chief Secretary, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh; Chief Secretary, Govt. of Orissa

Department of Elementary Education & Literacy,


Ministry of Human Resource Development,


Shastri Bhavan, 


New Delhi.
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