CONCEPT NOTE

ROZGAR ADHIKAR SAMBAD YATRA in M.P.

FROM December 1st -13th, 2006

Introduction


The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) has been effective from 2 Feb 2006 in the country in 200 districts including 18 districts of the State of Madhya Pradesh. It was a historic day for the millions of people of rural India after a long struggle and much awaited promise of the government by which the rural poor people can change their fate by addressing the issues related to hunger, poverty, migration and exploitation. The NREGA guarantees to every rural household a100 days employment through a year of manual work at minimum wages within a five kilometer radius. The act also includes other provisions for its beneficiary like travel expenses to be given for the worksite more than five kilometer beyond the village boundary. Women and physically challenged people will be given priority and it will be ensured that the act should benefit at least one third of women out of total applicant. The act also ensures equal wages for men and women. Under the act only works approved by gram sabha is to be taken and payment of wage to made once a fortnight. Besides, the above provisions the act also  provides for facilities at worksites like availability of drinking water, first aid box, shed and crèches for children, free treatment for injury and loss benefit of Rs. 25,000/- for death during work. The government has also passed another revolutionary legislation namely; the Right to Information Act (RTI).The Act provides citizens the right to access government –held information from “public authorities”. Citizens can inspect works, documents, and records; take notes, extract certified copies of documents or records; take certified sample of materials; and obtain information in electronic form. Both the NREGA and RTI have a complementary role especially at the level of gram panchayat in India .The gram panchayat has been made the main implementing agencies of the employment guarantee act. Under the RTI the gram panchayat has been notified as the” public authorities” and public information officers (PIO’s) has been appointed at this level to receive application for information and provide information within stipulated time period. Under the RTI the beneficiary can have access to information on the money spent or infact any information pertaining to all aspects of NREGA. 

The NREGA has been implemented in the 18 district of Madhya Pradesh The Sate government has made expenditure of Rs. 835.63 crore till 15th September 2006 out of Rs. 1166.98 crore received from the center which represents 48 per cent of total amount and created 1036 lakh of mandays of work. However inspite all good effort made by the state government many shortcomings are being observed in implementation of the provisions at the grassroot level.

The grass root level experience shows says that despite guarantee of 100 days work the Government has failed to arrest migration in many villages. There has been an anomaly in daily wages distribution because of high task rate and irregularity in making of payments of wages due to delay in work valuation. It has also been observed that the job cards are kept by government functionaries and the beneficiaries do not get receipt of job application The act inspite of being the most ambitious anti-poverty Programme fails in guaranteeing its provision in its implementation .In light of the above development Madhayanchal forum has organized a campaign along with its partners for strengthening the implementation of the Act and to ensure active participation of the people in its implementation.

Madhanchal forum 

Madhyanchal forum is a platform for collective action of voluntary organizations in Madhya Pradesh, working on the issue of human rights, governance, livelihood, globalization, disaster mitigation and management, and youth building. Madhyanchal forum comprises of eighteen member organizations working in 11 selected districts of Madhya Pradesh .Madhyanchal forum has been active since1996 and has worked as a informal platform for experience sharing , brought all stakeholders together  from time to time on issues of  governance, water , poverty , globalization and GM foods. The forum has been formally registered on 26th may 2005 under Madhya Pradesh society registration act, 1973.The forum has already initiated dialogues on NREGA along with different stakeholders and is organizing a massive campaign to strengthen its implementation.  

Role of the Civil Society

In the strengthening the implementation of the act the madhayanchal manch believes that the CSO’s can contribute effectively by creating an enabling environment and support system at the village level /district/state and national level for NREGP.The CSO’s have a very important role in spreading awareness about the rule and the provisions of the act .They have also an important role in explaining the relationship between the two acts to the beneficiaries. By creating an enabling environment the CSO’s will ensure effective participation of the women and the marginalized in the whole process.

Another area for the CSO is in planning along with the gram panchayats on the appropriate work to be taken by the gram panchayat in coming year which would benefit the community. The CSO’s also having an important role in monitoring. the panchayats and different committees are entrusted specific roles for planning, monitoring, budgeting and evaluation of NREGP. CSO’s have to act as watchdog at the level of practical implementation it has an important role in ensuring that the various provisions of the act are authentically implemented .Such a role also entails assisting gramsabha to undertake social audit of the works . 

Campaign goal 

The campaign aims at strengthening the implementation of NREGA. It is expected that the entire process will mobilize people and inform people about the rules, provision, the relationship between NREGA and RTI and ensure the effective participation of all the stakeholders in its implementation.

Objective of the Campaign 

· To build awareness on NREGA and right to information act.

· To do situational analysis 

· Need based capacity building on NREGA, RTI and on advocacy system 

· People centred  advocacy and policy advocacy 

Process of the campaign 

· Study and situational analysis 

· Awareness

· Fact finding

· Public hearing

· Interaction with government officials 

· Media advocacy

The campaign will highlight the following issue \

· Registration as worker and receiving a job card

· Applying for and receiving work 

· Ensuring peoples participation and control over the planning process

· Organization of the worksite and measurement of work 

· Payment of wages or payment of unemployment allowance

· Social audit after the work is completed 

· Monitoring of the complaint and redressal machinery  

The overall activity 

The Rozgar Adhikar Sambad Yatra has been proposed for all 18 districts identified under NREGA in the State of M.P.  It would be a massive movement to aware people about rules and provision and clear their doubts ,queries, and apprehensions simultaneously  . A group of 30 people will go across the districts to visit the selected villages and more than 200 rural people will be joining the Sambad Yatra in the form of Rally at each districts of campaign villages. After a two day preparatory meeting and orientation programme of the group, they will visit worksites/villages with primarily two objectives in mind. One would be spreading awareness about the NREGA through various modes and the second would be collection of information from the worksites & villages about the actual implementation of the provisions as per the NREGA Guidelines. The group will carry a checklist of essential entitlements of works and attempt will be made to immediately redress their   grievances by informing the district administration. During the Sambad Yatra information dissemination will be done through wall writing, poster display and pamphlets distribution along with the rally. A communication team will be giving messages and sharing information on NREGA through skit play, puppet show and songs. After the rally, Aam Sabha will be organised at commonplace and people will be addressed. Media will be involved to highlight the cases and information of Sambad Yatra.

We would like to invite you to join in the Sambat Yatra and expect your cooperation for the success of this collective mission.

Timeframe: 13 days from 1st Dec to 13th Dec, 2006.

Programme Schedule

NREGA SAMBAD YATRA (RALLY) ROUT CHART

FROM December 1st to 13th  2006 in MP.

	DATE
	TIME
	EXERCISE
	PLACE
	RESPONSIBILITY

	30.11. 06
	12 pm-4pm
	Inauguration
	Bhopal Secretariat
	NCSHE, ACT, CASA

	01.12.06
	10.00am –10pm
	Traveling and night stay in Tarapur
	Dep from Bhopal to Tarapur, Dhar
	VASPS

	02.12. 06
	9am-12.30pm
	Social monitoring and awareness 
	Dharampuri
	VASPS, IDSSS

	
	12.30-2.30pm
	Traveling and Launch
	Dharampuri to Nalchha
	AST

	
	2.30-5.30pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Nalchha
	AST

	
	5.30-10.30pm
	Traveling and night stay
	SAMPARC, GRAM
	SAMPARC

	03.12. 06
	9-12pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Raipuria
	SAMPARC

	
	12-2pm
	Traveling to Jhabua and meet DC
	Jhabua, 
	NCHSE

	
	3-6pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Jhabua
	NCHSE, ACSSS

	
	6-10pm
	Traveling and night stay 
	Bhabra
	PRAYAS

	04.12.06
	9-11am
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Bhabra
	PRAYAS

	
	11-2pm
	Launch,Traveling to Kukshi
	Kukshi
	EKTA PARISHAD

	
	2-4pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Kukshi
	Ekta Parishad

	
	4-6pm
	Traveling to Barwani, meet DC
	Barwani
	KBKA

	
	6-10pm
	Traveling to Niwali, Night stay
	Niwali
	KBKA

	05.12.06
	9-11am
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Niwali
	KBKA

	
	11-3pm
	Traveling to Khargoan and meet DC
	Khargoan
	KBKA, AST

	
	3-7pm
	Traveling to Bhagwanpura
	Bhagwanpura
	AST

	
	
	Night Stay
	Bhagwanpura
	AST

	06.12.06
	9-11am
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Bhagwanpura
	AST

	
	11-2pm
	Traveling to Dhupi, Launch
	Dhupi
	SVM

	
	2-5pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Dhupi
	SVM

	
	5-10pm
	Traveling to Khandwa
	Khandwa
	PRASOON

	
	8-10pm
	Traveling to Khalwa
	Khalwa
	PRASOON

	
	10-1pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Khalwa
	PRASOON

	
	1-2pm
	Launch
	Khalwa
	PRASOON

	
	2-7pm
	Traveling to Betul, Night Stay
	Padhar,RC
	RC, WESA,PH

	08.12.06
	9-12pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Shahpura
	WESA, RC

	
	12-2pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Padhar
	PH

	
	2-4pm
	Launch and Meet DC
	Betul
	ACT, WESA

	
	4-10pm
	Traveling to Seoni and Night Stay
	Seoni
	SOPAN/

PRAYAS

	09.12.06
	9-11am
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Seoni
	SOPAN

	
	11-8pm
	Launch, Traveling to Mandla,via Jabalpur amd Night stay 
	Mandla
	ACT/CARD

	10.12.06
	9-1pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Mandla
	ACT/CARD

	
	1-2 pm
	Lauch
	Mandla
	ACT

	
	2-5pm
	Traveling to Dindori and meet DC
	Dindori
	ACT/CARD

	
	5-7pm
	Traveling to campsite and Night stay 
	Dindori
	ACT/CARD

	11.12.06
	9-1pm
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Dindori
	ACT/CARD

	
	1-2 pm
	Launch
	Dindori
	ACT

	
	2-7pm
	Traveling to Shahdole and Night Stay
	Shahdol
	HARD/ Satguru Mission

	12.12.06
	9-11am
	Social monitoring and awareness
	Shadole
	HARD/Satguru Mission

	
	11-12pm
	Launch 
	Shahdole
	HARD/Satguru mission

	
	12pm
	Dep towards Bhopal
	
	

	13.12.06
	11-12pm
	Closing Ceremony
	Bhopal
	NCSHE, Bhopal
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