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12.04.05

DR. N. C. SAXENA

COMMISSIONER OF THE SUPREME COURT

IN THE CASE: PUCL Vs UOI & ORS. WRIT PETITION (Civil) NO. 196 of 2001

sheopurdeaths/295/MP

To

Shri. Vijay Singh

Chief Secretary


Sub: Deaths due to malnutrition in village Patalgarh, District Sheopur, Madhya Pradesh and non implementation of the ICDS, AAY and social security schemes
Dear  Shri. Singh, 

I have received a report from the Right to Food Campaign Madhya Pradesh Support Group informing me of the deaths of thirteen children due to malnutrition in village Patalgarh, district  Sheopur in February 2005, which is attached herewith. A letter dated 17 February 2005, from Dr. Mihir Shah, my advisor in Madhya Pradesh to the collector Sheopur is also attached for your perusal. 

The deaths reported are of children in the Sahariya community, in the 0-10 year age group. It has been brought to my notice that the affected community does not have access to an anganwadi centre, to social security schemes of the government or to the Antyodaya Anna Yojana among other schemes that the community is entitled to. 

I am deeply concerned at the series of hunger deaths being brought to my notice from your state. I request you to urgently respond on the reasons for the breakdown in the food and social security schemes, the manner in which responsibility is being fixed for these gaps in implementation and the steps being taken for preventing a recurrence of such cases in the future. 

The Sheopur Collector has written to my advisor Dr. Mihir Shah regarding the incident vide letter dated 18 March 2005 and has stated that malnutrition was a cause for the deaths that have taken place. 

I nonetheless request an action taken report from you at the earliest given the repeated cases of malnutrition deaths being reported from your State and also request you to respond to my earlier letters to which I have so far not got a response. 
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Dr. N. C. Saxena







 

With regards, 

Enclosures: Above cited report, letter from Dr. Mihir Shah to Collector Sheopur 

CC: Sh. Manish Rastogi, Nodal officer to Commissioner, Smt. Lovleen Kakad, Assistant to Commissioner, Sh. Mihir Shah, Advisor to Commissioner, Sh. Sachin Jain, Right to Food Campaign, Madhya Pradesh Support Group

Government of Madhya Pradesh, 


Bhopal
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