
8 March 2005

DR. N. C. SAXENA

COMMISSIONER OF THE SUPREME COURT

IN THE CASE: PUCL Vs UOI & ORS. WRIT PETITION (Civil) NO. 196 of 2001

Khandwadeaths/283/MP

To

Shri. Vijay Singh

Chief Secretary


Ref: My letter number Khandwa.deaths/182/MP dated 12 April 2004

Sub: Deaths due to malnutrition in District Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh
Dear  Shri. Vijay Singh, 

I have received a letter from the Spandan Samaj Seva Samiti, an NGO working in district Khandwa, informing me of a series of deaths of five children due to malnutrition, which is attached herewith. The letter dated 20 December 2004 has also been sent to you directly by the Spandan Samaj Seva Samiti. 

The matter in the letter is a cause of great concern and worry. The cases pertain to Saidabad, Mohnyabham and Sirpur villages. It is clear that the families of the children are extremely poor and do not have adequate access to food and social security schemes of the government.

My concern is aggravated by the fact that three cases of malnutrition deaths in village Saidabad, district Khandwa were also reported to you last year vide my letter number Khandwa.deaths/182/MP dated 12 April 2004. Although a reply was received for my letter dated 12 April 2004 it is clear that a grave situation prevails in Khandwa district with regard to the issue of food security and that institutional mechanisms to tackle the same are not in place. 

Please comment on the reasons for the breakdowns in the food and social security schemes, the manner in which responsibility is being fixed for these gaps in implementation and the steps being taken for preventing a recurrence of such cases in the future. 

I urge you to ensure that access to these schemes is provided to the affected families urgently and request an action taken report at the earliest. I would like to point out that the response for my letter dated 12 April 2004 was received only on 21 December 2004. I urge strongly that a more urgent response be made to such cases. 

With Regards,
[image: image1.bmp]










Dr. N. C. Saxena







 

Enclosures: copy of the report received

CC: Shri. Manish Rastogi, Nodal officer to Commissioner; Smt. Loveleen Kakad , Assistant to Commissioner; Shri. Mihir Shah, Advisor to Commissioner; Ms. Seema Prakash, Spandan Samaj Seva Samiti.  

Government of Madhya Pradesh, 


Mantralaya, 


Vallabh Bhavan,


Bhopal 462004
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