DR. N. C. SAXENA, COMMISSIONER, AND  

HARSH MANDER, SPECIAL COMMISSIONER OF THE SUPREME COURT
IN THE CASE: PUCL Vs UOI & ORS. WRIT PETITION (Civil) NO. 196 of 2001


7 March 2006

nutrition/383/DoWCD

To, 

The Secretary, 

Department of Women and Child Development, 

Government of India.

SUB: Your letter no. 1-2/2006-CD-I, dated 31 January 2006, regarding revision of nutritional norms for Supplementary Nutrition Programme under ICDS

Dear Mrs. Nayyar, 

This is with reference to the above mentioned letter issued by you to all State Governments regarding ‘revised nutritional norms’ under the ICDS. 

The letter details daily micronutrient requirements that must be given under the ICDS through food fortified with the help of a 'vitamin mineral premix'. 

We are deeply concerned that this no doubt well intentioned order may be used to derail efforts to ensure decentralised procurement, preparation and distribution of supplementary nutrition, by SHGs for women supervised by local panchayats. Most nutritionists agree now that a balanced local diet of culturally suitable hot cooked food is probably a far better deal for a child than artificially fortified nutrients. Even if ready to eat weaning food is required for small infants below two and a half years, even this can be best locally produced with local foods. 

With regard to the above, I request you to clarify the following:

1. How will these nutritional norms be operationalised in the States/Uts within the recommended agencies of SHGs for women supervised by local panchayats?

2. What steps will be taken to ensure compliance with the order of the Supreme Court dated 7 October 2004, that “contractors shall not be used for supply of nutrition in Anganwadis and preferably ICDS funds shall be spent by making use of village communities, self-help groups and Mahila Mandals for buying of grains and preparation of meals”. 

Please indicate steps that will be taken to ensure that no State wide contracts will be issued for the procurement of and distribution of fortified foods. Please also indicate steps that will be taken to ensure that contractors will not be used for the supply of supplementary nutrition. 

I request you to forward this information at the earliest.
With Regards,
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Dr. N.C. Saxena






Harsh Mander

CC: Advisors to the Commissioner
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