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7 February 2005

DR. N. C. SAXENA

COMMISSIONER OF THE SUPREME COURT

IN THE CASE: PUCL Vs UOI & ORS. WRIT PETITION (Civil) NO. 196 of 2001

Ref: angulforestvill/273/Oris

To

 Mr. Subas Pani,

Chief Secretary 
   and Chief Development Commissioner, 

Government of Orissa

Orissa Secretariat,

Bhubaneshwar - 751001

Ref:   1. My letter no. statusimplforestvillages/253/allStates dated 27. 12. 2004
         
Subject:  Starvation in Tarava Forest Village, Satkosiya Wild Life Sanctuary, Angul District, Orissa; and no response to my letter no. statusimplforestvillages/253/allStates dated 27 December 2004

Dear  Mr. Pani, 

This is with regard to the status of implementation of welfare schemes in forest villages, regarding which I sent a letter no. statusimplforestvillages/253/allStates dated 27 December 2004 to which no response has been received by me so far. 

Further, I would like to bring to your notice the conditions prevalent in Forest Villages in Satkosiya Wild Life Sanctuary, Angul District. There are severe and dire livelihood and food security problems being faced by communities resident therein. These conditions have been brought to my notice by a report sent by Ms. Madhu Sarin, who is working in Angul district, which is attached herewith for your reference. 

The following may be noted about the status of forest villages in Satkosiya Wild Life Sanctuary:

1. Villages Tarava, Bhurkundi and Asan Bahal in Satkosiya Wild Life Sanctuary were set up by the Forest Department in 1910, 1914 and 1933 respectively. The location and details of creation of villages Tarava, Bhurkundi and Asan Bahal are as follows: 

	
	Tarava
	Bhurkundi
	Asan Bahal

	Location
	Inside the Tainery R.F, Compartment No 21(b) and 10 (b)
	Inside the Raigada Reserve Forest compartment no. 16(b)
	Inside the Tainery R.F, Compartment No 4(b) 



	Year of  creation
	1910 vide sanction order no. 145/comp dated 23.1.1909 of Conservator of Forests Bihar and Orissa
	1914 vide sanction order no. 2717-308 dated 7.1.1914 of Conservator of Forests Bihar and Orissa
	1933 vide sanction order no. 9073 dated 3.2.1933 of Conservator of Forests Bihar and Orissa. 




2. Despite the fact that the status of these villages is not illegal, the residents of Tarava village have been denied a title to the land that they inhabit. Neither the Forest department, which has jurisdiction over these villages, nor the local tehsildar have been able to provide the residents with domicile certificates despite requests being made for the same by village residents. Lack of domicile certificates and title to land has led to the following problems:

(i) Denial of SC/ST certificates: The residents of Tarava, 80% of whom belong to the Kondha Tribe and a further 10% of whom belong to Scheduled Castes have not been able to get SC/ST certificates. They are therefore at the outset, denied access to special benefits provided for persons from SC/ST communities, including jobs and educational facilities

(ii) Denial of Indira Awas Yojana houses– a lack of domicile certificate has led to complete denial of access to the Indira Awas Yojana 


(iii) During a drought, village residents are denied access to compensation for crop losses. 

3. The residents of village Tarava are further denied access to the following welfare schemes regarding which the Hon’ble Supreme Court has made orders in CWP 196/2001 by its order dated 28 November 2001. 

(i) ICDS: Tarava village does not have an anganwadi. The nearest anganwadi is 5 km away at Jagatnathpur. No ANM visits the village. The children of the village have not been vaccinated against polio at all in the recent past. The children are not regularly immunised against other diseases either. Women are denied both ante and post natal care that they should have access to.

(ii) BPL status and access to PDS: A limited number of households were issued BPL cards at the time of the recent state elections. The remaining households however are also in need of these cards. 

(iii) The Antyodaya Scheme is entirely unoperational in the village. 

(iv) National Old Age Pension Scheme and Annapurna Scheme– no village resident gets the benefit of old age/ widow pension schemes. The Annapurna Scheme which is supposed to cover persons who have a right to but are denied access to the NOAPS, is not operational in the village either. 

(v) Food for Work – Under the UPA Government scheme of introducing employment guarantee in 150 selected districts in the country, Angul District has been excluded from the food for work scheme. 

4. The residents of village Tarava are further denied development benefits that should be made available to them by the local Gram Panchayat. Tarava village comes under the Jagatnathpur Gram Panchayat, which has a total of seven villages out of which two are forest villages (including Tarava). According to the residents of Tarava, the sarpanch has stated that the funds received by the Gram Panchayat are only for the 5 revenue villages and the forest villages are excluded from any entitlements from the Gram Panchayat. The only benefit received by Tarava village so far has been the installation of a hand pump in 1992-3. 

5. The forest villages of Satkosiya Wild Life Sanctuary are part of a reserve forest.  A ‘reserve forest’ status implies that there are restrictions faced by village members on the nature of access to livelihood. Most village residents were earlier dependent on non-timber forest produce (NTFP) for their livelihood. Restrictions on access to NTFPs and Commercial Forest Management, however has resulted in a livelihood crisis including severe food insecurity. Agricultural cultivation too is extremely difficult for the residents since crops are ordinarily destroyed by wild life, especially elephants. 

6. Tarava residents state that Kailash Jani and his wife Soubhagyani Jani died of starvation in 2002 and 2004 respectively. Further, it has been brought to my notice that a practice of semi-bonded labour has become prevalent in these forest villages. Parents ‘give’ their young sons as semi bonded labour under a system called haliya where they work as domestic help for families in towns or other villages. These children live at the homes of their employers and are permitted to return home only once in a year. 

It is indeed a tragedy of the worst kind that many families now rely on this haliya income in order to subsist.  

Given the fact that village residents have virtually no access to livelihood and live in dire poverty, it is imperative that welfare schemes be made operational in Tarava immediately. It is very likely that the problems faced in Tarava are prevalent in Bhurkundi and Asan Bahal villages as well. 


I request that a report on the implementation of these schemes in these villages be sent to me as soon as possible. I also request your views on how the State Government plans to correct the denial of access to livelihood which is being faced by the residents of village Tarava. 

With Regards,
[image: image1.bmp]










Dr. N. C. Saxena







 

Enclosures: Report by Ms. Madhu Sarin on forest villages in Satkosiya Wild Life Sanctuary, Angul District, Orissa. 

CC: U. S. Bhatia, Nodal officer to Commissioner; I. Srinivas, Assistant to Commissioner; Satish Agnihotri, Secretary, Women and Child Development Department; Bikash Das, Advisor to Commissioner; Ms. Madhu Sarin 
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