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ICDS/352/DoWCD

To, 

The Secretary, 

Department of Women and Child Development, 

Ministry of Human Resource Development, 

Govt. of India.

SUB: 7 October 2004 order of the Supreme Court; 
Recommendations regarding coverage of SC/ST beneficiaries and slums under ICDS
Dear Mrs. Nayyar,

We are writing with reference to the 7 October 2004 order of the Supreme Court where the court directed that “efforts shall be made that all SC/ST hamlets/habitations in the country have Anganwadi Centres as early as possible” and a further order that urban slums be covered by the ICDS. 

You will be aware that in relation to the abovementioned order of the court, a D. O. number 4-2/2005-CD –I dated 07.02.2005 was sent by your department to all Secretaries in charge of ICDS in all States/UTs. The said D. O. draws the attention of the concerned Secretaries to instructions contained in paras 28 and 29 of the ICDS Scheme which “envisage that in the selection of Projects, in rural area(s), priority consideration will be given, inter alia, to areas predominantly inhabited by SC and ST” (sic.). The said D. O. further states, “In the selection of wards in urban areas for urban projects, priority consideration will be given to location of slums and areas predominantly inhabited by SCs.” 

Instructions quoted in your D.O.  dated 07.02.2005 were also earlier reiterated in a department letter number F. No. 12-3/2000-CD-I dated 8.11.2002. 

In the light of the above, we would like to point out that paras 28 and 29 of the ICDS Scheme, reiterated to State/UT Governments in 2002 and 2005 are only in the nature of recommendatory directions for consideration of the State/UT Governments. Given that both SC and ST communities tend to be economically, socially and politically marginalised in all parts of the country, we are of the opinion that clear and strict directions must be issued for the implementation of the 7.10.2004 order of the SC in letter and spirit. We therefore strongly recommend that orders be issued to ensure that:

A detailed survey be done of all SC/ST hamlets in all States/UTs and an assessment be made of the coverage of all SC/ST settlements / habitations / hamlets. 

Clear instructions be issued to all States/UTs that all above numerated SC/ST settlements be covered by AWCs in the recently sanctioned expansion of the ICDS services.

Clear instructions further be made that all AWWs and AWHs must be appointed from the local community to ensure regular provision of services under the ICDS. 

We strongly recommend that the above recommendations be implemented also with regard to urban slum areas and with regard to urban ICDS Projects. 

Further to the above, we request you to send State/UT wise data on:

Enrolment and coverage of SC/ST beneficiaries under the ICDS.

Enrolment and coverage of the ICDS in urban slums along with the state/UT wise total slum population. 

We look forward to an early response. 

With Regards,
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Dr. N.C. Saxena






Harsh Mander

CC: Nodal Officer to the commissioner
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