	CONVENTION ON CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO FOOD

(Hyderabad, 7-9 April 2006)


Workshop on “Right to Information and ICDS”(
Workshop Outline

1. Presentation on the Right to Information Act 


15 mts

2. Film on use of RTI for facilitating social audits


15 mts

3. Use of RTI to conduct social audit of ICDS 

a. Introduction of the principles of social audit

b. Introduction of the social audit manual for ICDS

c. Presentation of two case studies



30 mts

4. General Discussion 





60 mts



BY WAY OF “CONCEPT NOTE”: 

A BRIEF PRIMER ON THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2005
Do you wonder:

· Why the ration shop in your village never has any ration?

· Why there is no doctor and no medicines at the primary health centre?

· Why the roads in your area in such a pathetic condition? 

· Why are people dying of starvation in various parts of the country, when we are told that the godowns are over full?

· Why, when so much money is supposedly being spent on our welfare, there are still so many people who live in abject poverty? 

Some of us feel that this country would be a better place to live in if we had good politicians and bureaucrats. However, real change can come only when the people of this country hold their government and public servants accountable, so that they are forced to respond to even the most powerless citizen of this land. And when that happens, no public servant or government would dare to be corrupt, inefficient or insensitive.

"The people of this country have a right to know every public act, everything that is done in a public way by their public functionaries. They are entitled to know the particulars of every public transaction in all its bearings.” 
(Supreme Court in State of UP vs Raj Narain in 1975)
But how do we hold the government accountable?

We cannot begin to make the government accountable if we do not have the basic information regarding government decisions and functioning. The Right to Information (RTI) Act that has come into effect from October 2005 empowers us to do just that. It empowers us to question our government and get information about matters that affect us in thousands of ways. 


How does the RTI Act help us?

RTI Act gives you the right to ask for information that can expose inaction and corruption, and address your grievances. Under the RTI Act you can:

· Demand from the government, government supported organisations and institutions, and private bodies, information pertaining to any of its activities.

· Demand photocopies of contracts, payments, estimates, etc.

· Demand to inspect public development works, under construction or completed.
· Demand to inspect documents- construction drawings, records books etc.

· Demand status of your requests or complaints (2(f)).

Using The Right To Information

Getting what is rightfully your due. Ensuring that work that should be done is done,done properly and on time.

Do you have pending work in any government department? Are they not doing your work and demanding a bribe? Did you make any complaint against any official and they are not acting on your complaint? Use your Right to Information to know the status of your application. Sometimes, mere asking of the status makes them work. 
Do you wish to verify whether money claimed to have been spent by the government was actually spent? Take hisaab from the government in your area
You should ask for copies of all the documents pertaining to works in your area and then carry out a detailed verification of these works. This will bring out the extent  of misuse, if any. These findings could be made public and submitted to various vigilance agencies. They can also be presented to local people in a jansunwai or social audit.

The RTI Act Empowers and Equalises

The RTI Act confers on each citizen the same right to information that an MP or an MLA has, for it explicitly states that no information can be denied to a citizen that cannot be denied to the Parliament or State Legislature (8(1)). The RTI Act is as applicable to the panchayat as it is to the Parliament, and as applicable to the Prime Minister as it is to the office peon.

We all pay taxes. Even the poorest of the poor pays tax. When he buys anything like a soap or a matchbox, he pays taxes in the form of sales tax, excise duty etc. This money belongs to us.

















( Note prepared by Shekhar Singh (Convener, NCPRI).





