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Workshop on “Research Tools”(
Concept Note

Do you think that research is boring, useless, or best left to experts?  Think again.  Research is an “everyday activity”, and skilful research is a powerful tool for action.  Rhetoric can be dismissed, but facts need to be answered.

For instance, research conducted in recent years by the office of the Commissioners of the Supreme Court, on various aspects of the right to food, has helped to persuade the Court to pass strong interim orders on mid-day meals, ICDS, the public distribution system, etc. Similarly, field-based research on employment programmes in Rajasthan had a strong influence on the first draft of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, prepared by citizens’ organizations.  More recently, field surveys of mid-day meals (MDMs) have helped to build an authentic picture of the state of MDMs in different states.

This workshop focuses on possible uses of research in the context of children’s right to food, with special reference to ICDS.  Special attention will be paid to field surveys.  The workshop will be divided into three parts: (1) Aspects of research methodology. (2) Recent experiences of field surveys on ICDS and mid-day meals. (3) Open discussion of possible uses of research in the ICDS campaign.

Aspects of Research Methodology
This will be based on a lead presentation on various issues that arise in designing and conducting field surveys.  These include: (1) quantitative versus qualitative techniques; (2) sampling issues; (3) interview methods; (4) communicating research findings; and (5) ethical aspects of field surveys.

Recent field surveys
Here participants will be sharing experiences of ICDS-related field surveys.  These include: (1) The “FOCUS survey” of ICDS, conducted two years ago in six states (Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh).  (2) Recent surveys of child nutrition and ICDS conducted by organizations associated with the right to food campaign in Chhattisgarh.  (3) Any other surveys the participants may wish to present.

Possible uses of research in the ICDS campaign
In this concluding discussion we will explore how further uses can be made of research tools in the ICDS campaign.  In particular we will discuss the possibility of organizing regular community monitoring of Anganwadi centres.
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