	CONVENTION ON CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO FOOD

(Hyderabad, 7-9 April 2006)


Workshop on “Financial and Political Commitments for ICDS”(
Concept Note

It is ironic that a Convention on Children’s Right to Food should coincide with India’s journey to becoming the world’s third largest economy in terms of purchasing power parity. Children, who constitute more than 40% of our population, are today in great distress due to want of food. One in every three malnourished children in the world lives in India. Child malnutrition is caused by a combination of inadequate or inappropriate food intake, gastrointestinal parasites and other childhood diseases, and inadequate care during illness. 

The two child-specific schemes to address malnourishment in children are the Integrated Child Development Service Scheme (ICDS) and the mid-day meal scheme (MDM). 

Established in 1975, the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) is the world’s largest early child development programme. It is aimed as a holistic intervention, consisting of health, nutrition and education components, that reaches children under six years of age through a network of community-level anganwadis. Over the years, ICDS has grown from a food supplementation programme to a more multi-dimensional approach to the child’s well being, incorporating health, nutrition and preschool education components. It has been designed to target a range of interventions at young children and their mothers, including growth monitoring, immunisation, health check-ups and supplementary feeding, as well as nutrition and health education. An additional component focusing on adolescent girls’ nutrition, health, awareness, and skills development was added in some blocks in 2000. ICDS also aims to provide preschool education to children between three and six years of age.

The year 2005 marked the thirtieth anniversary of ICDS. From an initial 33 blocks in 1975, the programme had expanded to 6,500 blocks in 2004. However, the coverage of settlements is highly inadequate: there are only 6 lakh anganwadis in the country, compared with an estimated 17 lakh required for universal coverage based on existing norms (according to the National Advisory Council).
If ICDS “symbolises the country's commitment to its children and promotes child survival”, as claimed by the government, its success must be evaluated against the fact that even today, around one third of Indian children – more than half in rural areas - are born with low birth weight. It is really appalling that the Supreme Court of India has to intervene to assure children’s right to food (PUCL vs Union of India and Others, Civil Writ Petition 196 of 2001).  But it is even more disgraceful to find that Supreme Court orders are routinely violated.  This raises a question as to what really impedes the development of young children in India.  Is it only lackadaisical attitude in the implementation or it is also due to lack of political commitment and financial resources?
The workshop on Financial and Political Commitments for ICDS has been planned to discuss the commitments and subsequent manifestations in the budget made so far towards improving nutritional status of children below six years of age through ICDS. The discussion would focus essentially on the recent commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme (CPM) of the UPA government, recommendations of the National Advisory Council (NAC), and the Supreme Court orders, vis-à-vis the present status of the programme. It would also highlight how our parliamentarians have expressed their concerns regarding the non-fulfillment of the commitments in parliament. 

The aim of the workshop would be to generate discussion, around the presentations made by speakers and field level experience sharing, and come up with feasible suggestions, which can be put together in the form of agenda for future action.  

Presentations would be made on the following topics:

· Genesis of ICDS and present status

· Political commitments and financial allocations- HAQ 

· Supreme court directions with respect to universalisation of ICDS
· Experiences of working with the ICDS.
( Note prepared by HAQ: Centre for Child Rights.





