Convention on Children’s Right to Food

(Hyderabad 7-9 April 2006)

Concluding Statement

A Convention on Children’s Right to Food was held in Hyderabad on 7-9 April 2006.  The main purpose of this convention was to bring together individuals and organizations with a special commitment to children’s right to food, to share experiences and plan future action.  About 400 participants from 15 different states, who are working on this issue in various ways, took part in the convention.

Resolutions on ICDS

One of the main themes of the convention was the role of Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) in protecting the rights of children under the age of six, including their right to food, nutrition, health and pre-school education.  A common understanding was achieved on a number of important points.  The following resolutions on ICDS were adopted, as a starting point for action.

1Universalization with quality: The universalization of ICDS is urgently required to protect the rights of children under six.  Universalization means that the full range of ICDS services should reach every child under six, every pregnant or nursing mother, and every adolescent girl.  It also requires a radical improvement in the quality of these services.  Thus, our demand is not just universalization but “universalization with quality”.

2Equity: In the process of universalizing ICDS, priority should be given to marginalized communities.  In particular, SC/ST hamlets should get priority in the creation of new Anganwadi Centres (AWCs). 

3Basics: “Universalization with quality” requires the following at the very least:

· The population norms for placement of AWCs should be revised.  The revised norms should ensure that every child under six is within convenient reach of an AWC.

· The physical infrastructure of AWCs should be radially upgraded.  In particular, all AWCs should have their own pacca building, attractively designed and with adequate space.  All of them should have basic facilities including storage arrangements, drinking water, cooking utensils, toys, child-friendly toilets, etc. AWCs should also receive untied grants for improving the services in response to local requirements.

· Training programmes for AWWs also need radical improvement.  They should include special training on child care for children under three, nutrition counseling, and pre-school education.

· Each AWC should have two Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) and one Anganwadi Helper (AWH) at the very least.  One Anganwadi Worker should be in charge of looking after children below the age of three – the most vulnerable and neglected age group.

· The concerns and difficulties of Anganwadi Workers, particularly regarding excessive work burden, inadequate and delayed remuneration, and poor working conditions, need to be addressed.  Their status as regular skilled salaried workers needs to be established as part of the process of institutionalising ICDS itself. Anganwadi Helpers must receive the statutory minimum wage at the very least.

4Supplementary nutrition: For children in the age group of 3-6 years, supplementary nutrition should be provided in the form of a cooked, nutritious meal at the AWCs, using locally procured food. For children below the age of three, nutritious take-home rations (THR) based on locally procured food may be provided.  Supplementary nutrition should always be combined with extensive nutrition counseling and home-based interventions for both growth and development, particularly for children under 3.

5Day care: Wherever required, day care services should be provided.  The requisite resources, infrastructure, staff, space, training etc., should be available for this purpose.  The timings of Anganwadi Centres should be sensitive to the needs of working mothers.

6Community participation: The process of “community participation” in ICDS needs to be defined and planned, and should involve all sections of the population.  Untied grants should be provided to each Anganwadi Centre to encourage community innovation and quality improvements.  Budget provisions for community awareness are also required.

7Differently-abled children: Special provisions should be made for differently-abled children.  Also, surveys of children under six conducted by AWWs should include a survey of children with special needs.

8Excluded children: Special provisions should also be made for other marginalized groups of children, such as street children and children of migrant families.

9Emergencies: ICDS also needs to respond to disaster situations (floods, earthquakes, conflict, etc.) by opening emergency centres in the area as soon as possible.

10No privatization or External Funding: There should be no privatization of any ICDS services.  Moves towards privatization, such as the introduction of user fees in ICDS, or privatization in the name of community participation, should be resisted. The ICDS should be funded entirely from government funds raised without recourse to loans or grants from agencies such as the World Bank.

11Right to information: All ICDS-related information should be in the public domain.  The provisions of the Right to Information Act, including pro-active disclosure of essential information, should be implemented in letter and spirit in the context of ICDS.  All AWCs should be sign-posted and the details of ICDS entitlements and services should be painted on the walls.

12Eleventh Plan: The universalization of ICDS (with quality) should be built into the 11th Five Year Plan, with a specific time frame and the requisite Budget allocations.

13Supreme Court orders: Supreme Court orders on ICDS in the “right to food case” (PUCL vs Union of India and Others, Civil Writ Petition 196 of 2001) should be immediately implemented in letter and spirit, especially orders relating to universalization with prority to SC/ST hamlets and urban slums.

Resolution on mid-day meals

1. Right to food: Mid-day meals are not just an incentive for the universalization of education but an entitlement for children’s right to food.

2. Funds: Budget allocations for mid-day meals should be raised.

3. Infrastructure: Proper infrastructure for mid-day meals should be mandatory, including cooking sheds, storage space, drinking water, ventilation, utensils, etc.

4. Management: Responsibility for the management of mid-day meals should not be assigned to teachers, to avoid disruption of classroom activities.

5. No privatization: There should be no privatization of mid-day meals in any form.

6. Social discrimination: Serious action should be taken in the event of any form of social discrimination in mid-day meals, such as discrimination against Dalit children or Dalit cooks.

7. Equity: Priority should be given to disadvantaged communities (especially Dalits and Adivasis) in the appointment of cooks and helpers.  All cooks and helpers should be paid no less than the statutory minimum wage.

8. Expansion of coverage: Mid-day meals should be extended to school vacations and out-of-school children (including street children, migrant children and drop-outs).

9. Community participation: Community participation in the monitoring of mid-day meals should be strengthened, particularly to prevent corruption and ensure quality.

10. School health services: Mid-day meals should be integrated with school health services, including immunization, deworming, growth monitoring, health checkups and micronutrient supplementation.

Resolution on Support to Breastfeeding

1. Children’s right to food cannot be realized without full support to breastfeeding.  This includes guaranteeing maternity entitlements for all women. 

2. Specific mechanisms like creation of tripartite welfare boards and funds need to be developed for women working in the unorganized / informal sector. 

3. Arrangements for nursing breaks and crèches should be mandatory on all worksites.

4. The National Maternity Benefit Scheme (NMBS) should not be discontinued or diluted. Instead, it should be expanded and enhanced.

Godam Mein Sare Anaaj

Phir Bhee Bacche Bhukhe Aaj

Bachpan ko Kare Abad

Anganwadi Zindabad!

�	 Draft prepared by the Programme Committee of the Convention on Children’s Right to Food.





