	CONVENTION ON CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO FOOD

(Hyderabad, 7-9 April 2006)


Workshop on “Bal Adhikar Yatra”*
Concept Note
The idea of Bal Adhikar Yatra owes to some extent its origin to the Rozgar Adhikr Yatra which played a major role last year in mobilizing public support for an Employment Guarantee Act.  The Rozgar Adhikar Yatra was launched from Delhi on 13 May 2005 and travelled for fifty days through 10 states (by bus) before returning to Delhi on 2 July 2005. About two hundreds organizations committed to the right to work participated in the Yatra in one way or another. Based on this experience we can focus on some important aspects of the proposed Bal Adhikar Yatra.
Issues
One important question is - which issues are we going to take up in the Yatra and how are we prioritizing them? As opposed to universal employment guarantee, there might be serious reservations against several aspects of ICDS and other child-related programmes, especially in northern India as these programmes are often used to oblige the supporters of the ruling political organizations or to shape local power relations. So we will have to find a way of presenting our issues in a logical and convincing manner. 
 
Activities and campaign material

Activities to be taken in the Yatra may include many things like – public meetings, rallies, cultural programmes, street meetings, rallies, dharnas and so on. Depending upon the scale of the Yatra we can also go for holding district/state/national level conventions. We can also think of some sort of public hearing or people’s tribunal at the culmination of the Yatra. 
We will also have to think about the people who would join the Yatra including activists, journalists, academicians and others including celebrities so that our message goes a little louder. For campaign material, we will have to think of catchy slogans, songs, pamphlets and other things. We can make use of existing material of the Right to Food Campaign but we will have to generate a little more for the specific purpose of the Yatra. 
 
Itinerary
            The route and the mode of the Yatra would also be two important questions. The Yatra can be organized in many forms: padyatra, bus Yatra, truck Yatra and so on. So we will have to think about the best possible choice. 
Similarly, the question of the route would also be very important. Specially when the last Yatra, covered mainly northern India, which parts we should go for this time should become a major point to ponder over. 
We may also think of including those districts in particular where children's right to food is being very seriously undermined. For example we can think of a few districts of Maharashtra , Orissa or Rajasthan where malnutrition has become endemic. 
 
Funding and participation
Rozgar Adhikar Yatra was unique in one particular sense that it was quite inclusive. Barring casteist and communal organizations all groups in a wide-ranging political and social spectrum joined the Yatra. In this Yatra too we will have to think of ensuring wide-ranging participation. 
However, funding as always would be a serious issue to ponder over. We will have proper estimates for the expenditure on the Yatra only after deciding the itinerary and mode of transport. Yet, we will have to decide for the possible sources from which we would take contributions and those from which we would not. 
* Note prepared by Samar.





